U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


April 12, 2007 


MR SHAUN RICHMAN 
APARTMENT 2D 

83-55 LEFERTS BOULEVARD 
KEW GARDENS, NY 11415 


Subject: OBERMEIER, MICHAEL J 
FOIPA No. 1034000- 000 


Dear Mr. Richman: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was. 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 

O(b)(1) O(b)(7)(A) 0(9)(5) 
2(b)(2) O(b\(7)(B) 9002) 
сызы l— @(Ы)(7)(С) 09001) 

h) )) 0942) 

O(b)(7)(E) 30048) 

b)) D(KY4) 
O(b)(4) O(b)(8) 3045) 
0(6)(5) b)) 0(к)(6) 
Z(b)(6) 30, 


260 page(s) were reviewed and 243 page(s) are being released. 


о Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


referred to the ОСА for review and direct response to you. 


© referred to the ОСА for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


® You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 


7 


D Тһе enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request 

was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to 

other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main 
file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main 
investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, 
and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


& See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


Ф 


David М. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) (2) 


This is an interim release. More documents will be released to you once they are processed. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 


who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 
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ATTENTION 


The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 5522); and/or Litigation. 


C FOIA/PA C Litigation [] Executive Order Applied 


Requester: 

Subject: 

Computer or Case Identification Number: 

Title of Case: Section 
* File 

Serials Reviewed: 


Release Location: File 


This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please sce the documents located in the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted. Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit[/ 77 J b6 
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File Number: | 00 =, Section | 


Serials) Reviewed: ` — (al 

FOIPA Requester: 

FOIPA Subject: 

FOIPA Computer Number: \ 9 2 ay Д X ) 
INEQRMATION CONTAINED Sedo Porc 
INseB(sVNéviededs TF TEE 


03-21-2006 BY SEDUPP foe ee ee ee 


DCBGIPA Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Numbcr: 


File Number: 


Serial(s) Reviewed. | ^ ^ FOIPA # 1034000 


FOIPA Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 


THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZED. 


; SCANNED BY DocLab (RMD) 
DR. Alle ATTENTION 


2 DO NOT REMOVE FROM FILE 
AST SERIAL: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Serial Description ~ COVER SHEET 03/26/1942 
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TRADE ‘UNION COMMITTEE DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 

The Communists DPA SYM city have set up а new organiza- 
tion. This time they are going to work within the CIO апа the 
AFL to obtain the maximum mobilization of thousands of German- 
American workers for participation in every phase of war effort. 

This committee was formed this week and Michael 2, Довөтшеігег 
will act as chairman and secretary. We might mention that Ober- | 
meirer is one of the leaders of the New York Joint Executive 
Board of Hotel and Restaurant Workers International Alliance, AFL. 


Obermeirer is one of the original Communists апа one of the charter 


founders of the Trade Union Unity League. He is a close lieutenant 


ғ. 
um 


of William 2. Foster. 
This new Communist organization has set up. offices at 
305 Broadway and they are going to appeal to the German radicals 
BM 
and the purchase of defense bonds.  SE-— 


It has been announced that a spa 


saboteurs. 
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April 20, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge OLA ey 
New York, New York ut 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED RE: OERMAN-AMEXICAN TRADE UNION COMNITTEE 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED MICHAEL J. CBERMEIRER 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC with aliases 
TAM/DCG/CAK INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Dear Sir: 
Ап unknown outside scurce nas advised the Bureau that Communiate of 


New York City have set up a new organisation known as the Jerman-American Trade 
Union Committee. It is stated that the Party will endeavor to work within the 
б.1.б.„ and the A. F. of L. to effect the maximm mobilization of thousands of 
German-American workers for participation in every phase of the war effort. 


The German-American Trade Union Committee is reported to have been 
formed during the week of March 26, 1942, with Obermeirer as chairman and secre- 
tary. The unknown outside source has stated that Obermeirer is one of the leaders 
of the New York Joint Executive Board of Hotel and Restaurant Workers Inter- 
national Alliance, А.Ғ. of L., and that ha was one of the original Commaniste as 

'^ well as а charter founder of the Trade Union Unity League. The German~American 
„ Comittee is reported to have set up offices at 305 Broadway, New 
York City. 


Коз, For your information, the Bureau files reflect that Joseph Zack, іп 
„„ < : testifying before the Dies Committee on September 20, 1939, stated that Michael i 
Lj . Qbermeier was secretary of Local Six of the Internationa) Alliance of Hotel E 
ed Workere and Bartenders; and that Oberneier has been a representative of the 

Communist Party, U. S. A., since the latter was formed. (Vol. 9 Dies Comm Rep P. 5458) 


A 101808.———-- Maurioe L, Malkin, in testifying before the es Committee on October 13, 
МЕ А.З тізі, "The Food Workers Union, comprising at the present time about 
г. теве. rs in New York, is in the A.F. о? L. under the head of the Hotel 
Mr. Glavis-edee-Council. They have an agreement with the hotels in New York. Mey are 
) Mr. Ladd 164 sy J, Ruben and Hike Obermyer. m fact, Vike Obermyer is the Communist 


Mr. Nichotitemnat tative for America, and goes to Koscow." (Dies С 
CCC Get. $°Paee Beo) 


j Mr. Тгасу ийе OberBeier was reported to have been in attendance at a meeting 
Mr. Carson |. of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party on July 12, 1940, іп New 
ur. Coffer. York City. Obermeier was then identified as secretary о? the Joint Board 
| Mr. Hendon | of Hotel, Restaurant, and Bartenders Unions (A.?. of L.) and formerly 

' Мг. Hol loman. Ame .Comaunist Party representative іп Ковсон at the Red International 
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The bureau desires that an immediate investig.tion be undertaken 


to develop complete information concerning the German-American Trade Union 


Committee. 


It is also desired that appropriate consideration be given to 


the investigation of Michael J. Obermeirer, who does not appear to have been 
considered for custodial detention. 
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Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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; TRADE WNION С MITTEE 


New York, Ne Ye, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED d March 26, 1942. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 

TAM/ D g/l 


unists of New York City have set up а new organization. This time 


they are going to work within the CIO and the AFL to obtain the maximum mobilization of! 
thousands of German-American workers for participation in every phase ОҒ war effort, 

This committee was formed this wek and Michael Je Obermeirer will act as 
chairman and secretary. Ve might mention that Obermeirer is one of the Leader g. oe the 


New York Joint 2xecutive Board of Hotel and Restaurant Workers International A1 dene 
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А.т. of : Qhermeirer i3 one of'the original Communists and one of the chart: Эг founder 

of the Ж ade Union Tnity Lesrue,. He is a close lieutenant of tyilliam 2. Poster, i 
This new Communist organization has set up offices at 505 Broadway cha they 

B are going >’ &pgeel to the Cermen ӨНГЕН and German-Americans to help in ded ens fo 


en 811 out war effort end the pur ehase of defense bonds, Г 
It has been snaounced that a special department will be set up to combat ebe 


ment propaganda, expose ha aments and saboteurs. 
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United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


| 

M KMB:IP 

| NY file 100-25590 June 23, 1942 

i ( 

" 

| 25459 
| Director | 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
г re? GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNION COMMITTEE; 
MICHAEL J."OBERMEIRER, with aliases; 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 9, 1912, 
requesting information as to the status of instant case. 


This case has been assigned to Special Agent 
| b6 for investigation. In accordance with Bureau instructions, this | | 
b7C agent has been assigned exclusively to investigation of the case 
| entitled COMMUNIST PARTY U.S. A., VOORHIS ACT, and has been unable to 
$ devote апу of his time to the above-captioned case. When Agent | 
: present assignment is completed, ап investigation of instant | 
сазе will be conducted and a report submitted to the Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 
* “ 
ÉL INFORMATION CONTAINED Ж. Linch, 
REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : 1 24 
PTE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/АШС P. E. FOXWORTH 
RM / DCG/ CAK Assistant Director PY 
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Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New York 


RE: QERMAN-AMERICAN TRADE UNION COMMITTEE; 
MICHAEL J. ONERMEIRER, with aliases; 
INTERMAL SECURITY - C 


Please refer to prior Bureau communications in the 


above-entitled matter and submit a report without further delay. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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sk: AM i | А 
122-96274, 13 
Dato: Movember 70, 1942 x ; 


To: Säv. 5 “a X yk 


^" 


rom: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


jocis mA IcH TRABE UNION 
COMETTTER; ТОПАЕТ, J. (ВЕР ТАБА, 
"ith aliases; A NP x 
ПИЗА, SECURITY ~ g PAP SIS 


The Витезу: fies reflect that you we 
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4 20, 19 арам ы iavestigation in this case on 
In view of the extrene delimuency of this mat 
bat. ter 
" wast arrenga se ant a report without further delay. 
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PERSONAL ATTENTION 


540 ~ New Youk 
пау AMERICAN TEADE UNION 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED COMMITTEE 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED MICHAEL J. ODERNESSNSR, WAS. 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/Auc Nr RMI. SEOUNI?T ~ C. 
DCG/CAK | 
TAM/ DCG/ Diar Siri 


hetwrence 10 made to 
ғ ск ес, 12 


It ía noted that on June 23, E 
that the case had been assigned to an Agent яөдерей 


exclusively on another investigation, ө 


Чаш T ре Алса ois: 
investigation and to furnish a repert Aem 
without further deiey. m 


Very truly yours, ey, 


Mr. Tolson — — 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 25450 


uis caszoniatnareo ar NEW YORK, NEW YORK NI rus no, 100025590 _ 


„ 


Qi AT DATE WHEN MADE т woe REPORT MADE BY b 6 \ 
BAL YORK UI JUN 30 1943 8/12/27,8/20; b7C 
7 CHARACTER ОР CASE 


VICTORY ‘COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE \ 
UNIONISTS PPGERMAN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF TRADE | INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


Sas 5] MICHAEL JAJDBERMEIER 
{ 'N | 
E Б 4 
rohse German American Werkers to greater efferts on product- 
ү) ion front, suppert Civilian Defense activities, sale of war 
Суз bonds and stamps, combat defeatist and appeasement propag- 
anda, expose Nazi agents, spies and saboteurs, and combat 
SS unjust discrimination against loyal German American workers, 
Known attendance at meetings in 1942 did not exceed 21 
persons,—Greaber New York Labor Conference of German Amerio- 
элә held 1/30/43, aiténdameé 135, where resolution/was passed 
to ferm permanent сада named German American Council 


. of Trade Unionists. BEMEIER president offfictel and M 
t. Club Employees L$, A. T. of L. 18 prdsident of | Ex. 
7396 German American Co Trade Unienists, Secretary is b6 J 
. ТА 
d. -XTranspo 


Victory Committee of Cerman American Trade Unionists formed 
з an affiliate of theAGerman American Emergency Conferemes 
on Mareh 1, 1942, Publisked aims of organization are to 


ER, who is 4190 seexetary end treasurer of the Mss. 
an Workers Men af Greater New York, CIO. Informs ion 
set forth ted OBERNEIER a (German alien, has been affil- 
tujated with the\Comunist sinee ineeption and that in- 


Қалы stant organizátion is а Comet Freat. OBERMEIER is а 
cM X member of OWl-spensered German American Victory Council, It 
| Q^ b7c is alleged that on March 28, 1942 he spoke ever the short- 
„ wave radio to Germany in US geve t-sponsored broadcast 
e буй E Р . ; a 
& ow U Bureau file #100-96104 TV E 
^ BEFAIENCE Letter te New York Field Divisioh from the Bureau dated 
“ c. 7 4/20/42. and captioned "GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNION COMMITTED’ 
X a d MICHAEL J. OBERMEXER, with aliases," 6 ЫШ 
| \ ү. са da 
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y à 54 
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DETAILS: — -X Confidential National Defense informant[ ^ ]wnose identity 7D 


is known to the Bureau, attended a rally sponsored by the German 
American Emergency Conference on March 1, 1942 at Webster Hall, 
i 119 East llth Street, New York City. Informant reports that this 
rally followed an alleday conference in the same hall, The chairman of the 
„rally was a refugee whose name was not mentioned. Later on Boctor KURT 
-+ROSENFELD presided. 


The chairman of the first half of the conference registered sighty 
delegates from sixty organisations with a combined membership of 50,000 
German Americans. These delegates passed a resolution to organize а perma- 
nent Trade Union Committee to deal with different problems concerning German 
American Trade unionists. " 


\/ The speakers of the evening were FRANZ>BOAS, ARTHURAO HAYES, 
JULIUS^DEUTSCH, LUE*LLANG, pri gg DR. PELISMBOEBHEIM, P OT, 
HORSPABAERENSPRUNG, GENERA, з REVERENDAVER*LYNN SPRAGUE And 
OBERMEIER of the Hotel and Resta Workers Union. The t two spoke 

- instead of ALVAREZADELAVAYO . who did not appear, The 
tone of the speeches was intensely anti and pro-American, his was 
coupled with the renaissance of German culture and freedom after the defeat 


of HITLER. SPRAGUE, in addition to a violent war speech, made a coblection 
speech which netted $360, 


BAERENSPRUNG was introduced by SPRAGUE, as former secretary-general 
of the Reichsbanner who spent the last few years in China in a military 
capacity. 


Doctor BOENHEIM was introduced by ROSENFELD as his personal friend 
and leading organiser of the Amsterdam Congress in 1932, 


OBERMEIER is a member of the Communist Party, reports informant 


mm In 1930, the informant knew him to be a leading official in the b? 
12092 Workers industry union, at which time he sent members of the! Young, b7D 
Communist League % non-Union cafeterias that refused to sign con- 

tracts. Informant further states "There із по doubt the Party organe 


ized this affair in an attempt to control as many Gorman refugees as posse 
ible, This will pay dividends if HITLER falls, and important refugees under 
Party influence trek back to take a hand in the goverment to follow." 

The entire attendance appeared to be refugees who were active Communists 

in Germany. They warmly applauded when YAKHONTOFF and SPRAGUE mentioned 

the Red Army and STALIN." | 


On March 24, 1942, a press pelease was issued by instant organiz- 
ation, reading as follows:- 


2 


15 


` pose Nazi a ў Spies and saboteurs; combat unjust дізсгій 


Confectionery 1 Wo} er 


N.Y. Local Joint Exécutive Board of the Hotel and: Restaurant. f Я 
ployees Internatior al, Alliance, A. F. of Le The’ од кетім; an. made 
through the tempora For rige of the Committee at 305 Broadway, En. sh; 


“ч. 24 


We GeruaibeAmerican trade unionists, feel that we must ‘make a 
special contríbutión to America's victory over Hitler авй the 
the Comnitteo stetes in an official announcement pf its: formatie .. 
"We want to show eur felloweAmericans and the world: Now great ib the 
gulf betwen the ‘barbarism of. the Nazi usurpers and the’ true spirit 
of or ‘German heritage. We want to ensure the victory of beloved 


' homeke , Amorica, dn this. war for freedom. And we want tog үөр our 


kin in зу free themselves from the Nazi. poc and теп а 
life of Peace » democracy and happiness," 


5 


The aims ef the Victory Committee are to “rouse the Germane · 4 
American - ‘Werkers to greater efforts on the production front"; r 
C1 bia Pefense zebizi ties, sale of Defense Bonds and Stampa avs 
relief cáhpaigns; combat defestist and appeasement prepag > 


against loys Atormaphagerican workers ;. and “call across the Atlantic 
to the ALi of Gofman workers of the once great free-trade union . 
movement of Germany, encouraging them to rise against: the Nazi орргөз- 
sors and кеш а free and happy de many. ; 


The — s Statement ends with an appeal to Gernan«fipérican 
workers: "Let us win our rightful place in the first ranks of ‘America's 
warriors of fréedomí Let ів be the best soldiers of production! Let 
us be the best Civilian Defenders! Let us be alert for Nazi agents and 
propagandists! Let us devote the genius of our German heritage to the 


. fight for Américats freedom and Germany's liberation| u 


Members of the Victory Committee А besides Mr. Obermeier, are: “> 
Vice-Chairman, Gustav Faber, Secretary Treasurer, Transport Workers” | 
Union of Creater New York, С.1,0.; Secretary, Ruddphfohler , Bakery and. 
; С Business Agent, A.F. ‘ot, E.; Hiit 
ry C 


Chefs, Cooks and/ Ра al 399, A. F. L. 3 Hugo«DeMfald,. 

Agent, Meat. Cuty ега 623,2 A. F. L., Freargubin, Abel Does Agent, 
Butchers Uniépttccal 174, R. F. L.; Car schutt, Busin "Agent, 7 Fog 
Hotel and Chu Лоуеев Union, -Local 6, A. F. L.; Hang) аам, 


- — 
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"Vice. С n, United Blectrical }Radio and Machine werter Жегі 
3227, C. K. O.; PrankMipdl, president, Brojberhood ef Painters and feos 

ns 840, ` F. L.; Christof Masch; r Furniture Werk TS, 
Iro 76-8, 0.1.0." | 


On March 26, 1942 бы. page 4 of dis Mess — vas 
given to the press release set eut above under the Heading: "U.S. GERMAN 
UNIONISTS MAP JOINT WAR AIMS." The Daily Worker further indicated that Жел 
temporary offices “ere being — in Room 409-8% 205 Broadway. E 


Tue reporting agent ascertained that Room 409 at 305 Broadway Ж. 
is jointly occupied by the German American Emergency Conference and: "the 
Victory Committee ef German american Trade .Unionists. 


On Maroh 27, 1942 а pres; release was issued indicating that the Ru 
Victory Committee of the German Aberfean Trade Unionists would hold an open 
meoting on Tuedday, April 7th at 8:36 Ф.М., to which &ll German American E xj 
trade union members “pq officers were iüwited, The meeting was held at $> 
709-15 Eighth. Атеш, Ira floor, New York City, t d 


On June 1, , 1942; а letter addressed to "Dear Brother" was sent 
out on the letterhead of the instant organization over the ‘signature оғ. 
М, J. OBERMEIER, stating that enclosed with the letter was a copy ‘ef the 


minutes of the last meeting held оп May 28. OBERMEIER 68118 attention to 


the fact that out of a committee of 20 members, only nine were present. 
OBERMEIER further stated to the addressee that it is absolutely essential 
that the Victory Committee function in this critical period, and calle: - 
attention to the meeting to be held on June 5, 1942 at 11 West 42nd Street 
in Room 1650,; also eneiosed with the letter were subscription lists which. 
the addressee is requested to have filled out in his union, © ei 
states that one of the things to be discussed at the June 5th me megtáp 

the Bomber Campaign, Fie 


‘The minutes of the meeting held on May 28th read ав follews:- | 


"MINUTES MEETING MAY 28th at 11 West 42d Street, Room 1650, M. J. C. 


PRESENT: 
Bros: 
Obermeier, Chariman ~ Faber, JiceChariman - Kohler, 
Secretary Heman Fyfasse, Local #219 ~ Louis 
Christman, Schultz, Carl Schutt, Local #6 Fred 
b Fur Dressers and Dyers -Хбагілег, " Local fr 
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"RESOLUTIONS: 


1. A wreath to be laid at the Carl Schurz Memorial Statue 
on Decoration Day, May 30th. Wreath donated by Bro, 
Faber. Snopek to head the delegation. Statement to 
press. 


2. А Float to be arranged for June 13th parade in New York 
City. 

а. Committee in charge of arrangements: Brose 
Obermeier, Kohler and Faber 

bo Money to be raised through subscription lists 
in the Unions, 

с. Design of float to be ready Tuesday, June 2nd, 

d. Report on float to be given to Victory Committee 
on Friday, June 5th. 

е, Pledges were made by brothers present on money 

. to be raised for float. 


3. Conference of German-American Trade Unionists to be 
called by the committee in about 5 weeks, 
а„ Report on Conference to be made at meeting 
June 5th, 


4. Butchers Union #174 donated $10.00 to work of 
Committee," 


A mimeographed press release was issued in connection with the 
Memorial Day ceremonies at the grave of Carl Schurz. This release indi- 
cates that the Victory Committee of the German American Trade Unionists 
representing both А.Ғ. of L. and C.I.0. organisations in the city hes 
pledged its renewed allegiance to the President of the United Skates to 
follow in the footsteps of Carl Schurz and fight in the ranks of America's 
warriors for freedom. The press release calls upon German Americans and 
unions to carry on all production without any interruption, and engage in 
Civilian Defense work and buy War Bonds by the рау-го11 savings plan. All 
German Americans at the Memorial Day Services were urged to pledge extra 
effort and the extra sacrifice which will speed the doom of the Axis empires 
and our early victory. This release indicated that MICHAEL J. ОВЕНМЕТЕН, 
—— — — —-Cchairman; GUSTAV-FABER; Vice-Chariman; and RUDOLPH-KOHLER were officers-of 
| the Victory Committee, 


i On April 9, 1942, a press release was issued indicating that the 
| instant organization had decided to launch a drive to raise funds for a 
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bombing plane which’ was to be presented to the United States government to 
symbolize the desire of German Americans to see the allied nations take the 
offensive and crush HITLER and the Ауїа» "Ав males of German birth and 
descent, we feel that we must make а special contribution to the victory 

of the democratic cause", Mesara Gai" апа Faber state in announcing ‘the 
plan, ‘We feel that it is our resqepsibility to show our fellow Americans 
that there is nothing in common between the true German heritage ef ‘culture, 
progress and freedom and the barbarous reaction of the Nazi usurpéts," 


It is also stated that at the April meeting it was voted to send 
greetings to the British, Seviet and Chinese trade unions. 


Confidential Informant| lattended the meeting of the Garin: К 
— Victory Committee on September 22, 1942 at 100 Columbus Avenue, 
New York City. At this meeting, 21 members were present, representing 
five différent unions, Also present were Doctor KURT ROSENFELD, chairman 
of the de man American Emergency Cdriference,and anexecutive board was 
formed consisting of one representative of each union, MICHAEL OBERMETER 
was elected chairman, and RUDOLPH KOHLER was elected secretary. ‘It was 
planned that the Executive Board is to be enlarged as members come in. 
The maeting-day for the committee was set for. ынасы 


Confidential Informant tates that he was approached by an 
alleged member of the Communist Party, name unknown, who asked him to 
vote for the meeting day of the Committee on days than Tuesdays, 
inasmuch as they are very busy on Tuesday nights, stated that he 


gathered that the reason for such a request was due to the fact that Commun 


ist Party meetings were also held on Taasday nights, ^at this meeting, 
RUDOLPH KOHLER sold copies of a newspaper entitled "The German American," 


In the masthead ef this paper he is carried as the edijor ofthe | 
publication, It is sponsored by the German American Emergency Conference. 
A review of tne New York Field Division files indicates that thé.Girpt 0 
issue of the GERMAN AMERICAN appeared in May, 1942. Most of the context 
of the paper is printed in the German language э although occasional articles 
do appear in. English. | | 


iL "Confidential Informant whose identity is known te me 
Bureau, has on occasion reviewed в publication, and points out that most 
of the contributors to this paper are Communist fellow travelers. ` 


On October 13, 1942, confidentiel Infornantſ— attended а ке 
of instant organization held at 8:30 PM at 11 West 42nd Street, New York 


abe - 


P2 ig 
'"b7D 


City. MICHAEL OBERMETER presided as chairman and RUDOLPH KOHLER 88 secretary, 


ERNEST KRUGER of the German American Emergency Conference and FRED, SNOPEK , 


representing the Joint Board ofFur Driers and Dyers, C. I. O., BORIS; LLOTTOFFSKT, 
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a Russian speaking fairly good German, a representativa Loc #623 of ` 

the Food Workers Union were the only persons attending thé meeting. Inform 
ant I reports that (BERMEIER made an attempt to back out as chairman of ^ p2 
the German American Victory Committee. He stated that he could not handle byp 
both the presideney of Local #6 and act as chairman of this organization, 

None of the other officers appeared to want thé responsibility either, and · 

no decision was made as to what was to be done. ; 


) A committee of three, OBERMEIER, FABER and KOHLER was formed to 
interview United States Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE in reference to 
a forthcoming rally of German American societies. A letter was read by 
Doctor KURT ROSENFLED which was. to be sent to the Attorney General. 
Informant advises that ER. "KRUGER and KARL, are the leading 
persons connected with the publication "THE AN AMERICAN." 2. 


On January 30, 1943, а conference was held entitled "The New ` 
York Labor Conference of German Americans." The conference was called 
to order by temporary chairman, M. J. OBERMEIER, president of the Victory 
Committee of German American Trade. Unionists, who sponsored the conference, 
In his speech of greeting to the delegates, OBERMEIER stated that there are 
in New York at least five different German-American groups, all pledged as 
German-Ame-icans to a spécial effort toback the war effort, He stated that 
the German American Trade Unionists participated in the Emergency Conference 
of loyal German Americans organizaed by Dr. BOENHEIM and Doctor KURT ROSENe ` 
FELD, and that the Emefgency Conference co-operated in every way in an 
effort to bring German Americans together, He stated that he felt that 
all of these organizations should go together, but thatit took time and 
that no effort should spared to continue the Conference under the 
leadership of Doc tor CHER, Mrs{RIDDER and Mr. SATTLER, OBERMETER 
Called upon the delegates present at this conference to strive to achieve 


unity amongst the German American people. : Ж 


им eir International representative of the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers Union, А.Ғ. of L., made an address. Greetings were 

. received from MICHAEL Jet QUILL, president of the Transport Wor,kers of 
Americas MICHAEL'CELLER of the 10th A. D. of New Yorks a telegram from 
100,000 0.1.0. Übpkers in Wisconsin from WALTER d. BUR, secretary; 

LIS GRO, news commentator from Station WQXR; a letter from the Japan- 
ese American Committee for Democracy; from the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America; from R. И THOMAS, president of the U, A. V., C. I. o. 

and a letter from the Italian American weekly newspaper™L'Unita del 
Populo", Doctor KURTROSENFELD made a stirring and inspiring plea to 
the Victory Committee to continue working, and congratulated them for 
sponsoring such a necessary conference. | 


135 persons attended the conference, consisting of 109 delegates. | 
а ; | | 
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ef which 70 were regular, . Thery диге 70 trade wieg 
represented, 33 A.P. of Le кр 1.06 locals, $ 5. 22. 
SOLAMÍLLS, secretary ef —— e, 


: 6.1.0. "s. the principal speaker А 5 the се. 
An discussions: жеге DAN-RICKERT, 


77. KRIEGER Коев? 40; PRANK WEDL, aiite D ur capt ыз; ino LEO-BEISSEL, 77 
Butchers: Ода: 1743  JOSTMEI з Benefi$ Fuad, Branch 595 
TE Xn “ЖА . ME. giro a aint 
resume of the histiry. of thé Gorman be ales GUSTAV FABER, ehatyean 

of the resolutions оға, offered ә resolution that а рағааде 
be feraed called the Fran American Council ef Trede Uslonists, the 
council should cenjjst ef ene delegate each, representing а losal | 
er shop, ond that ua бшіеедте comihttes by elected to carry on the work 

of the permanent 09%0011, the name ef which is te be the German American | 
Ceunoil ef Trade Unionista, It was further resolved that Victory Committee... 
ees ef German American trade unionists be established in ell lecals, br ж. 
and shops, wherever German Americans are, that all üénbers ef this co 

be given a contribution card ef 45$ monthly, to be colleoted by holders of 
each card, The resolutions wire accepted,with the efficers of the’ re 
ent council elected as follews:- 


MICHAEL J. OBERMEIER, President; GUSTAV FABER, de Ше 
тес; LEO BEISSEL, JULIUS. BERGER, Furriers Joint Council, С.1.0., HUGO DE. 
WALD, business agent, Meat Cutters Union, Lecel #623, A. F. et L., BIANCA | 

JAEN, Local di U. B. A. M. H. A., C. T. o. МАТ KLOEPPEL, International Pepe 
асылы жа Bakery and Cenfectioners Union, А.Р. ef Le 3 ЕЙРОІРН mee, 
Confectioners Union, Local fl, А.Р. of be 3 DAN Spanien aa tages 


ding Service, f. T. O.] RDWARDXSCHWUO m св 
F. T. O.; FEED SNOPEK, Joint Beard af P 4 д сю; 
BIMPF, Local ha, U. B. R. M. V. A., at Pa бш 


A copy of the ., of this mosting are boing menen to the 


e 


RUDOLPR)KATZ, Assistant Editor of We ive. — 
advised that sometime ago he was: spproa by 
the Office of War Informatién авй asked to 
em Vietory Council which тіс being formed b6 
UR, editor of the News Belksseitung, b7C 
were to represent the 360141 Democrats, according te ОП. KATZ . 
inquired ef CRANSTON and who the other members of the committee were 
te be, and he was given. ef about 23 names. KATZ stated that he re» . 
eognised a Comunist on wis committee, in addition to sese Germans who zi 
up to December 7, 1941 bad been somswhat prowNasi minded, end whom he eon» 
sidered to be well ever on the rights Та view ef the fact that both ef 
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| 


а committes өскіні function without bitter ergume as 
helding out fron joining this organisation for à while, KATZ Ғілдіу | 
аша г 


thereafter learned that there were st least seven Сонафиів%6 
travelers on the committee, who setually dominated 1%, 


These individuals would show wp for every meoting while mesbers 
ef other German American groups did not show up regularly. . Supeequently, 
tings were always dominated by the Communists, N he 


ef Office of War Information officials, he was told that inasmuch es in» 
witations hed already been presented to these organisations to be represe 
ented on the committee, they would mot be asked to withdraw fren the 
eotivities of such committee, 


got that tho Communists were represe ^^ 
ӘР the office of “ar Infermation, 

(72 same Morin individuals as being Communists or fellow 
travelers, and representing German American groups on the German American 
Victory Cownoll:i- | 


b2 
b6 
b7 
Confidential Informant provided the following clipping which 575 
appeared in an unknown issus of HOTEL AND CLUB VOICE, the official 
publication of the Hotel and Club Employees Union, А.Р. of Lese 


SOBERMEIER HEARD ABROAD. 


Mike )Dbermeier, president of Local 6, spoke over the short 
5522 to Germany іп а U. S. Government-spensored broadcast 
оп 

Speaking аз chairman о? the recently organised Victory Comme 
íttee of German-Amerieen Trade Unieniste, Obermeier related bow 
German Americans were actively engeged in this country in helping 
зеренің . Me Joke ot Hitler ont 

He told of the 40,000 erganised hotel, club and restaurant 
workers in New Terk City and related the gains they have made and 
аге making in bettering their working conditiens. | 


22 


"He called on the Germans to resist Hitler end бӛореггіе 
with the United Nations, Omly when Hitler is smashed, he 
Чы; Ц. лшы тимейді freno 


1 6 IS is noted that the Trade Union — 
tional League was founded by WILLIAM C. FOSTER, who is presently оһаїг» 
жал ef the Communist Party, 9.5.4. 


Tho Dies Comaittes reports reves) that JOSEPD-ZÁCE, Pe og э. 
the Central Committee ef the Communist Party, testified What MIKE 

has been а member ef the Communist Party since 1% was bern. MAURICE. 
former member ef the Communist Party, testified that MIKE OBERMEIER 


menber of 
a 
International tive (ef the Communist Party) from America, . 


MALKIN, 

is the. 

and goes to Moscow. ROBERT: ә 9 former menber of the Communist 

са that, te his » MICHAEL ОВБНМЕТЕН was a ssaber ef thé Commun 
arty. 


On August 14, 1942, Mr. OTTO“SCHATZ, Editor ef the Geneva Assoce 
Indes that he was 

po 
tional Workers ef the Verla. 


organiser and leader of tbe Amalgagated 
He indicated 


Alliance and Bartenders International League of America, А.Р. ef L. 


In 1938, OBERMEIER was the leading spirit in the formetion of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union, whioh was affiliated with the Hoteland 


10 
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Restaurant Employees International Allianse and Bartenders Intoseaehonal. league 


sci tr быы ча скота cesi diee 
the fired occasion, he was a steward on the. Ee 


1а fer several years, While there, informant states 
the IN-TOURIST COMPANY in cenneetion with hotel eperation meth» 


' SCHATZ states that OHERMEIER was supposed to have gone to India К 
South Africa as a Commenist Party representative. In Indis, д 
alleged to have e attended er at least to have had some connection with” 
Мізіңі4е Congress. In South Africa, OBERMETER wes an orgeniger in 

ә and subsequently wes either ejected from or caked t$ leave 
that city, I¢ wes net clear to the informant whether subject ОВБИМЕГЕН 
was a union organiser er an organiser for the Communist perty while he 
was in Johannesburge 


1 
Ё 


Ё 


з Commenting . 
"We cafeteria workers knew whe Gur enemies are, and we aloo know whe. 
our friends sre," 


Та the June 16, 1929 issue ef the New York Times, an article 
set forth the fact that MICHAEL OBERMEIER and SAM KRAIBERG were etted for 

of court. The article further stated that picketing of the Willow 
Cafeterias had been сөшінсісб by members of the Needleworkers {ndustSial 
Union, the International Laber Defense, amd the United Cell of Working 
Venen, all organisations affiliated with the Communist movensnt, 


Another article dated May 18, 1929 indicated that SAM KRAMBERG 
and MICHAEL OBERMEIER were found guilty of contempt ef court and advised 
disobedience to an injunction issued by the Supreme Court, 


м 


Ф 


NY 100025590 


An article dated Jane 2, 1929 eteted that KRAMBERG amd OBERMEIER 
Қай indicated that they would rather ge $e jail than pay the fins. 


It is to be noted that SAM KRAMBERG is presently a member of the 
State Depsriment ef the Communist Party, On February 4, 1941, an. article 
appeered in the New York Times, indicating that the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees International Alliance, А.Ғ, of Le, parent body of 14 culinary 
unions in this city, had suspended all fermer functions of the Joint Exec- 
utive Board, and ordered investigation af conflicts between Communist and 
anti-Communist factions represented on the Board. 


HUGO-ERNST, Seoretery-tressurer of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees -Peternetfonal Alliance, informed the Joint Executive Board that 
the International would investigate the situation at the end of the month. 
During the suspension of work, the Joint Executive Beard will be conducted 
by WILLIAM MESEVICH, representing the Right Wing Faction, and MICHAEL Je 
OBERMEIER, representing the alleged Communist or Left Wing. The suspension 
order is the result of the intensification of the feotionel fight following 
the capture of the Board by the Communist Left Wing faction, andthe „ 
secession from the Beard ef six of the fourteen unions, These unions 
charged that the Boerd had come under Communist control. 


Records of the New York Field Division reveal that MICHAEL J. 
OBERMETER was vice-chairman in 1942 of the Trade Union Committee to elect 
"Win The War" candidates. on April 17, 1943 be was a guest of honor at the 
United Nations in America dinner being given by the American Comittee 
for the Protection of the Foreign-Sorn, 


| A review of the Daily Worker reveals that OBERMEIER was a speaker 
at tbe forua on the Japanese-Amexican Victory Program held at the Hotel 
Commodore on February 13. In the Daily Worker dated April 9, 1943, it is 
reflected that OBERMEIER was a sponsor at a rally held at Madison Square 
discrimination against Negroes. Other sponsors were 
Maritime Unions FERDINAND-SMITH, National Maritime 
SAUL-MILLS, Greater New York Industrial Union Council, 


Records ef the New York Field Division further refleet that on 
February 25, 1942, MICHAEL JOHM ОВЕКМЕТЕВ filed an application ef registration 
for a certificate of identification as an enemy alien. He indicated that 

he resided st 69-15 176th Strect, Flushing, Long Island, and that he was 
president àf Local 6, Hotel and Club Workers Union, Не stated that he was 
born em November 13, 1892 in Munich and that be still has a mother, brother 
and sister residing in Munich. He indicated that he had come to the United 
States 30 years previous, and that he was opposed to the National Socialist 
regime in Germanys 


— —.— 
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advised that OBERMEIER resided with his wife at 178th 


and had resided there since 
indicated that OERMETER bad a daughter] дира, M eho bad Fecently bé 


graduated frem Hunter College and was presently attending Ames College, big 
Anes, Iowa, OBERMEIER also has а son, who із presently working in а 

national defense plant at Watervliet, ? бет York, This son has not resided 

with OBERMEIER since the latter moved to his present address. 


At the tins that OBERMEIER ed the premises, an 


named ved with then, The individual named ів 
described Ъ as fellows:- 
b6 
Age bye 
Height 
Build 
Hair 
Glasses 


b6 


It is believed residing with OPERMEIER is, b7C 
from foregoing description who is reported to be the editor 
ef the Hotel and Club Voies, publicetion of the Hotel and Club 
Employees Union, Local #6, А.Р. of Le 


A review of this publication in connection with а separate inves- 
tigation of the Communist infiltration of the Hotel and Club Zapleyees Alliance 
and the Bartenders Alliance of the International League of America, reflects 
that the Hotel and Club Voice consistently follows the current Communist 
Party line. 


indicated that approximately опе year ago, С. 
.. who been working оп а New York newspaper, left the 
country, presumably te go back to England, Mrs. OBERMEIER has a reputation b6 
in the neighborhood of being of French nationality, Іп a conversation in b7C 
September 1942, Mrs. OBERMEIER had indicated that she and her daughter had 


traveled first-class in E it was much cooler in Moscow than 
1% was in New York City. was not acquainted with the business 
or other activities of MICHAEL OBERMEIER, 


ENCLOSURE ~ BUREAU 
(1) Copy of the minutes of the Greater New York Labor Conference 
of German Americans ~ January 30, 1943 


PENDING 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION ' 


р : 2 A. 
EL МАТО N 547% 
A. Now York City ` 2 i e 
E — E WARD oa . . а” 


in interview RUDOLPH KATZ, assistant editor ef the Neve Bolka- 
seitung, 227 Bast 4Sth Street, New Төсі City te determine the current 
astivities of the German. American Victory Council in olution to MIKE —— 
OBERMEIER and the Vietory Committee of German American Trade Unieniste, 


`. — Will ascertain from Immigration and Naturalisstion Service : 
the number of trips and duration of said trips to Europe on part erf 
MICHAEL J, NEIN. | PEE de 


Will report further sctivities of instant. orgsiüzation,. 
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The identity | ns |" a appearing in the 
report of Spepial Agent dated M 3 0 1933 ot 
New York City is as followsse 


— FF 


This informant requested that hie 
name be kept in confidence by 
this offices 
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Minutes of ће Greater New York Labor Conference of German Americans 
Held at the Fraternal Club House, New York, on Saturday, January, 30, 1943 


The conference was called to órder by temporary Chair- liberation to the German people from the arch enemy 
man M. J. Obermeier, President of the Victory Committee of mankind—Adolf Hitler and his cohorts." 


of German American Trade Unionists, who sponsored the . $ А 
conference. Не greeted the conferees and guests: After this Mr. Obermeier offered the following agenda 


. .. As American trade unionists, fully agreeing with for consideration: 1—Greetings; 2--Guest Speaker from 
the policy of our country, we have tried to build up the Bakery Workers’ Union; 3—Report of the Credentials 
an organization that will expedite the war effort in Committee; 4— Election of a permanent chairman; 5—Re- 
every possible way and pa-ticularly reach those ele- port of the Resolutions Committee; 6—Guest Speakers. 


ments that thought that bécause they didn't actually The program was accepted as suggested. 
shout "Heil Hitler", they. were neutral and therefore Following the singing of the Star-Spangled Banner, 
not pro-Hitler. Bro. Max Kloeppel, International Representative of the 
Unfortunately, we also have isolationists in our Bakery and Confectionery Workers Union, A. F. of L., 
own country—thc United States—who are doing the made an address. He brought with him a significant back- 
work of Hitler just as <Чеспуеіу as Goebbels and ground in the trade union movement as well as valuable 
Goering. experience in World War No. 1. He surveyed the rise of 
... We have in New York at least five different Naziism in this country and in this city. He described his 
German-American groups, all pledged as loyal Ger- attempts to combat it before the aid of the police depart- 
man-Americans to a special effort to back the war. ment had been enlisted and*when fighting fascism in this 
Our Victory Committee of German-American Trade country was undertaken by the few enlightened trade 
Unionists participated in the Emergency Conference unionists who were aware of the slow encroachment. of 
of loyal German-Americans under Dr. Boenheim and this menace on the body politic of our city and our nation. 
Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld. They cooperated in every possi- Bro. Kloeppel ended his talk with an appeal that everyone 
ble way in their efforts to bring German-Americans buy more bonds and stamps, and since this day was the 
together. We have the Loyal German-Americans and President's birthday, he made a motion, which passed, to 
other organizations. We feel that by all means all send a birthday greeting to President Roosevelt in the 
those organizations should come together, and we as name of the assemblage. 
German-American Trade Unionists could play a On the recommendation of the chairman, a Credential 


splendid part in such a combination. However, this C itt f 3, with Bro. Von Rumpf of L 
takes time and no effort should be spared to continue Бнр Set ир. OF v, WIE DIO. Von pf of Local 1227, U. Е., 


conferences under the leadership of Dr. Schuster, Я 5 
Mr. Ridder and Мг. Sattler, to bring those people be Eek Gace W to the Conference were read 


together. á 5 E 
We would like to see a mighty voice arising from A telegram by Michael J. Quill, President of the Trans- 


all the German-American people telling Hitler where port Workers Union of America: “Deeply regret that uii- 
we stand and that we intend to fight his politics until forseen illness prevents me from being with you today. 
death. ; I have complete confidence that your deliberations will 
This conference today must lay the basis for such bring forth a program which will unite all German Amer- 
unity. We want first of all to reach every German- icans behind our Commander-in-Chief Franklin Delano 
American worker in the unions and shops and in- the Roosevelt for a United Nations victory over the Axis in 
German-American societies, to bring home the message 1943. With best wishes . 
that we pledge ourselves to fight until the menace of ; A letter by Congressman Emanuel СеЦег of the 10th 
Hitlerism is banished from the earth. We know that A. D. of New York. 


this is a life and death struggle for the upkeep of our m E 
democratic institutions and our trade unions. This „ гов MH s 100000 ТО: members m 
conference should not only work out individual duties of the Wisconsin State Industrial Council СРО e 
for its members, but also to build up a nation-wide Gud success to. the Conference: V ен, el 1 ing 
organization. The voices of German-American trade 4110 31 anity of German Amerie date ce to БІНЕН 
unionists must come from the shops and factories іп 1943 in the interest oF all сапы to Ease шекп 
д : Н Жандау 1 res people throughout the world, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco, and all including those in Germany itself” Я 
over the United States as а mighty movement to crush g . T 8 
the Hitler tyranny. We must work out plans at this A letter from Lisa Sergio, News Commentator of Sta- 
conference along those lines. tion WQXR, wishing the members of our organization 
I greet every delegate as a general ір the mighty “the complete success which your initiative and your 
trade union army. Our work can save thousands of objective so fully deserve.” Miss Sergio states, “Your 
lives of our fellow Americans and also bring speedier group is an extremely important one in our war effort to 
Turm г” F 4 
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-root out all remnants of Hitler's Fifth Column in this And you've probably heard of the many German troop ` 
country as well as to awaken from their lethargy those and supply trains that have been dynamited or derailed; 
who are still helping the enemy through their indifference, of the bridges, munition dumps and factories that have 
deserves all posible support." been blown up. And more recently we've been getting 

A letter from the "Assembly for a Democratic Austrian news of strikes and sabotage in Nazi war factories and 
Republic," saying that "Democratic Austrians must sup- the growing guerilla warfare against MNfazi-occupation 
port a Conference of German Americans that is dedicated troops. : 
to victory over the Axis powers.” It's the German worker's. come back to life—to put it 

A letter from the Japanese American Committee for more properly—proving that as workers, organized, they 
Democracy, which sent a guest-delegate. 6 never were dead—and never shall Бе. E 

A letter from the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Our purpose at this conference today, as I understand 
America, Journeymen Tailors Union, Local No. 1, who ' your call, is to determine and plan what we here, what 
also sent delegates. we as American workers and America as a nation, can do 

A letter by R. J. Thomas, President of the International to help the workers of occupied Europe, especially the 
Union, U.A.W.-C.LO., expressing his good wishes and brave Anti-Nazi working people in Germany. 
sympathy with our aims. The most decisive help that American workingmen and 

A letter from the Italian-American Weekly Newspaper women can give to the enslaved peoples of Germany and 
L'Unita del Popolo, who sent a guest-delegate. the Nazi-occupied countries is to continue, and to extend, 

Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld, President of the German-American at whatever sacrifice necessary, our drive for greater 
Emergency Conference, former Minister of Justice in production of the implements of war. 

Prussia, made a stirring and inspiring appeal to the young М To produce іп ever-increasing number the guns, planes, 
Victory Committee to continue its work and congratulated nks and other armaments needed not only by our own 
them оп sponsoring such a progressive and necessary orces, but by the great army of Soviet peoples crushing 


conference. It was his feeling that the movement will itler’s hordes in Eastern Europe and the weapons 
take root and strengthen the underground moverit 
wherever our activities become known. & 


ded by the underground workers movements in Ger- 
te ny and elsewhere who а гай Der Tag”—the day of the 
i W nited Nations’ great offensive in Western Europe. 

г With the sweat and sacrifice we gladly put into this 


H 


Credentials Committee reported that 135 persons at 
ed the Conference, 109 delegates, of which 70 were re 
and 39 were fraternal. There were 70 trade unions гё Те», —miracle of production we must also raise our voices, raise 
sented, 33 A.F.ofL. and 37 C. I. O. locals. 26 guests werg.at + them loud and often, for he speeding of that day, for the 
the Conference. “.. суорепіпе of that second frant. 

A permanent Chairman, M. J. Obermeier, and Secretary, We must let our brothe: trade unionists in the Nazified 
Bro. Von Rumpt, were elected for the Conference. „jands know that American labor is fighting this war with 

А Resolutions Committee, consisting of Bro. Faber, them; that we are fighting and working with them to 
Chairman, and Bros. Schutt (Restaurant Workers), smash the Hitler beast anc that we will fight and work 
Snopek (Joint Board Fur Dressers and Dyers), Huber with them to regain and rebuild their nations fer freedom 
(Local 1), and Sister Bianca Hene (Local 1227), was nd for democracy. They will be encouraged when they 
elected. : à ear our voices. 

SAUL MILLS, Secretary of the Greater New York-In- Ogden American workers of German descent should con- 


dustrial Council, C.1.O., addressed the Conference: ider this as their special task. We can and-we-must 

"The Congress of Industrial Organizations extends,- the word to these fighters—:.:ord of the Gaar быа да 
through this great gathering today, its greetings of soli»: job America is doing, word of the ever-growing. military 
darity and pays tribute to ‘the glorious and heroic fighting ' “4 might of America, of Russia, of Great Britain, waud of the 
men and women of the underground labor movement Ж Heroic struggles of the underground labor movemamęs and 
Germany and іп all Axis- occupied nations. „ „ the guerilla fighters in other Nazi-dominated counpgieg. 

We salute, too, the many thousands of American wgrk«- ЖЄ Short-wave radio broadcasts, leaflets and other meaus of 
ers of German descent whose love for freedom and 86-- communications are available and can he dew 
hatred for the beasts that have perverted their mother And right here in America, there is need fer gréater 
nation into the slave center of the world, have demonstrat- understanding among the people. They should he tald of 
ed their loyalty to America and to democracy by their the heroism and sufferings of the anti-Nazi trade unionists 
valiant service and contributions on our battle fronts and in Nazi lands. They should hear and knew thet though 
on America’s production front. it may be hidden in the underground, the torch of free- 

We recognize only too well the great stake labor has dom still burns somewhere in these , 
in this global conflict for the maintenance of democracy Organized labor in America has been most conscious 
and the freedom of peoples the world over. So must we of its responsibilities to the workers of the oppressed 
also recognize our. great responsibilities to assure a lands, to the workers who have died for our common 
peoples’ victory. —— А cause and to those who still live only so they may still 

We know—primarily from the sufferings of our fellow fight. Throughout America labor has been first -to rally 
workers in Germany and wherever else fascism with the to every appeal for aid and succor. While we may dis- 
shedding of blood has taken control—that working people agree on some matters, there has been the strongest bond 
shall never be safe so long as this curse exists on the face of unity of labor in America on aid for those who suffer 
of the earth. . under the heel of Nazism and Fascism. American labor, 

Organized labor—the once-great trade unions and labor A.F.ofL., C. I. O. and Railroad Brotherhoods, has pledged 
parties—in Germany was first to be attacked when Hitler this year of 1943 to raise many millions of dollars for 
seized the reins of government. And it was not until war relief purposes. 
organized labor had been suppressed that Hitler and his Here in New York City, the New York Labor War 
satellites were able to crush every free institution in this Chest, just organized by the leaders of the C.I.O., A.F.ofL. 
and the other Axis-controlled nations. . р and Railroad Brotherhoods, will raise 4 million dollars 

The working people, through their organized might, had- and already have decided to allot a sizeable share of tha 
been the backbone of free Germany, of her great cathedrals fund to encourage, maintain and extend the underground 
and synagogues, of her great culture and all her free labor movements in occupied nations—including Nazi 
institutions. Germany. 

But Hitler never really did and never will succeed in I am certain this great conference shares the satisfaction 
crushing the great movement of organized labor. Today, and support with which labor in America greeted the 
in Germany, in all oppressed lands, underground labor “unconditional surrender” policy enunciated by President 
movements, growing in numbers and in courage, continue Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill at Casablanca. 
the struggle aggainst fascism. You've probably heard The announcement of our great commander-in-chief was 
about them, directly and indirectly. They are responsible a clarion call to the forces throughout the world fighting 
for the thousands of pro-democratic and anti-Nazi leaflets and working for democracy. It was a timely and effective 
that flood the Axis nations. They are the authors, with assault upon the pro-negotiated peace and appeaser ele- 
chalk or blood, of the big Victory .V's scrawled on the ments here, in Great Britain and everywhere. So effective, 
walls and street pavements of Berlin, in fact, that it provoked William Randolph Hearst into a 
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of sabotage that would hamper . morale. We 
should carefully investigate every slackening of production 
as to its reasons. Beware of fifth columnists who do their 
work by spreading rumors and starting whispering cam- 
paigns. We must weed out all disloyal elements and we 
must give every assistance to the loyal elements. We 
must work for the realization of the sev@n-point program 
of the President of the United States and carry on a fight 
against all forces that seek to hamper or threaten to 
je grdize the full victory of the Allies. We also believe 
JA it would help the war effort and to be to the benefit 
‘of the working people of the United States, to have com- 
fite unity within the labor movement. We feel that there 
should be much stronger and closer relationship of the 
labor movement of the United Nations. 
. We welcome our President's stand of “uncondi- 
tional surrender” of the Hitler regime, and as he said, 
“this is not a fight against the German people but against 
the government that it has at the present time.” 
- We again reiterate as strongly as we can our call to the 


cohorts and become part of the civilized world on the 
basis of the Four Freedoms as proclaimed by President 
Roosevelt and endorsed by the leaders of the Allied Na- 
«tions, Churchill, Chiang Kai-shek, and Stalin." 

This was followed by a discussion from the floor. The 
following delegates participated: 

Dan Rickert, Loc. 670, Building Service, С.І.О., stressed 
the necessity of unity among Germart Americans. 

Lotti Kriger, Local 40, What can be done to 
strengthen the unity among German American organiza- 
tions?” 5 
, Frank Wedl, Painters Union Loc. 848, answered the 
question. . А 

Leo Beissel, Butchers Union J.oc. 174, brought forth the 
point that his »ion is not interested in German American 
work and asked ror a remedy for this situation. 

Joe Meditz, Workmen’s Benefit Fund, Br. 59, spoke for 
the mobilization of German American organizations 
through the Victory Committee. А 

_Fritz Rust, from Detroit, asked for unity іп organiza- 
tions. 

After that Hans Marchwitza, former German miner, 


addressed the meeting. He gave a short but very im- - 


pressive resumé of the history of the German trade unions. 
He called for unity of all workers and pointed out that 
wherever Hitler came to power, his first action was to 
smash the trade unions and to imprison and murder their 
leaders and members. ; 

Bro. Gustav Faber reported for the resolutions . com- 
mittee, offering the following resolutions for consideration 
and adoption: 


WHEREAS, we Americans of German extraction are 
wholeheartedly devoted to the welfare of our adopted 
country, the United States of America, and desire above 
zu a speedy victory over the Axis; and : 
VHEREAS, the United States and its allies are fighting 
for the principles of freedom and democracy for all the 
peoples of the globe and against the tyranny of the Axis, 
and we are convinced that the speedy defeat of Hitler is 
for the ultimate benefit of the German people as well; and 
WHEREAS, the United States and its Allies are now on 
the offensive, and we, as German Americans, while giving 
every bit of energy to support the home front, may also 
be helpful, through knowledge of the German language, 
in reaching the German people, with the help of our Gov- 
ernment, particularly through radio speeches; now 
therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED, that we place our services at the 
disposal of the Government for such purpose; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we make every 
possible effort to increase production, to insure our armed 
forces and Allies the uninterrupted delivery of materials: 
that we oppose any stoppage in production and declare all 


disputes and grievances in factories which threaten a a 


reduction in output should be settled through proper 
arbitration or mediation; and- " 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we be constantly 
on guard to expose to the authorities any sabotage that 
would hamper the war effort; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we work Ior the 


3 1 : to revolt and turn оп their oppressors, the 
German workers, "Get rid of Hitler and all his Nazi i 


realization of the seve. int program of the President 
of the United States, carryíng on a relentless fight against 
all forces that seek to hamper the President in executing 
his policies, or that threaten to jeopardize the full victory 
of the Allies; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we wil] support all 
steps to attain unity within the United States labor move- 
ment, and with the labor movements of all the United 
Nations; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we will do every- 
thing within our power to remind Americans of German 
extraction of their special duties in this fight for our-Amer 
ican homes and way of life—first and forernost among 
these duties being the eradication, wherever there is such 
a trend, of even the slightest remnants of Nazism. 

(Unanimously accepted.) 

A Proclamation from the American Trade Unions to 
the German workers, in the form of a leaflet to be dropped 

‚ by the thousands oyer Germany to encourage the workers 


Hitler 
gangsters, was accepted with wide acclaim. 

Bro. Snopeck presented and discussed the following 
Resolution: 

IN ORDER to carry out the tasks outlined in the previous 
resolutions adopted at the Greater New York Labor Con- 
ference, held on January 30, 1943, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that a permanent Council be con- 
stituted, called German American Council of Trade 
Unionists, 

That this Council shall consist of one delegate each, 
representing a local, branch or shop, 

and that this Council shall mobilize all German Amer- 

icans throügh the realization of the resolutions adopted 
heretofore; 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that an Executive Committee 
be elected today consisting of: One President, One Secre- 
tary, one Secretary-Treasurer, One Recording Secretary, 
and Eight Vice Presidents; 

that this Executive Committee shall have the task of 
calling the Council together in regular intervals: 

that this Executive Committee shall be empowered to 

transact all business between council meetings and that 
it is obliged to give regular reports to the German Amer- 
ican Council of Trade Unionists. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Victory Commit- 
tees of German American Trade Unionists be established 
in all locals, branches and shops wherever German Amer- 
icans are, * 

that all members of these committees shall be given a 
contribution card and that monthly contributions of 
25 cents be collected from the holder of each card. 

After much discussion the resolution was accepted with 
little modification. It was unanimously decided that the 
delegates present automatically become members of the 
German American Council of Trade Unionis 2” 

The following elected officers.are instruc.ed to call a 
mecting within four weeks and to communicate with 
organizations not represented to send delegates. 


OFFICERS: 

Michael J. Obermeier, President of the Hotel and Club 
Employees Union, Local 6, A.F.ofL : 

Gustav Faber, Secretary-Treasurer 1 ansport Workers 
Union of Greater New York, С.1.4 

Leo Beissel, Butchers Union, Local 17 A.F.ofL. 

Julius Berger, Furriers’ Joint Council, I. O. 

Hugo De Wald, Business Agent, Mcat Cutters Union, 
Local 623, A.F.ofL. * 

Bianca Hene, Local 1227, U. E. R. M. VJ. A., C. I. O. 

Max Kloeppel, International Representative, Bakery and 
Confectionary Workers Union, A. F. of L. ` 

Rudolph Kohler, Bakery and Confectionery Workers 
Union, Local 1, A. F. of L. ; 

Dan Rickert, Local 670, Building Service, C. I. O. 

кайа зенин, Carpenters and Joiners, Local 2090, 


C. I. O. : 
Pied, Snape Joint Board of Fur Dressers' and Dyers', 


William Von Rumpf, Local 1227, U. E. R. M. W. A., C. I. O. 
Frank Wedi, Painters Union, Local 848, A. F. of L.. 
Bro. Obermeier was elected President by acclamation. 
Bro. Faber was elected Secretary by acclamation. 
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nation-wide appeal for sympathy for the common enemy. 

America, and American labor in particular, has great 
and grave responsibilities in this global war. Ours is the 
responsibility to crush fascism, intolerance and oppression 
at home as well as abroad. Ours is the responsibility to 
see to it that never again shall the world forces of reaction 
be so strong or feel so brazen as to undertake the slaughter 
of human beings because of their religious or political 
beliefs; the segregation and persecution of men, women 
and children because of the color of their skin; or the 
suppression of workers because they choose, through their 
organized strength, to fight for the right to a decent liv- 
jng, in a decent community, in a decent world. 

Ав Americans, as members of organized labor, we here 
today must reaffirm the pledge to fulfill these great 
responsibilities." . 

Following the ADDRESS of BRO. OBERMEIER, 
Chairman of the Victory Committee: 

“We, German-American workers and trade unionists, 
have special and important reasons for this Conference. 
We would like to emphasize how Hitler miscalculated 
tremendously in reference to the German-Americans. 

What did he want us to do? Mass sabotage, mass revolt, 
refusing to join the army, mass arrests and mass con- 
centration camps. Did he succeed? No. There are some 
of his agents and saboteurs still at large, and not all of 
them are yet arrested. We must keep our eyes open on 
the job in the factories. We know that they are compara- 
tively a very small number. 

It has been proven that Americans of German extrac- 
tion and especially the workers and trade unionists, are 
fully and wholly loyal in their intention to do their duty 
toward their adopted country—the United States. One can 
hear, here and there, “why should wé emphasize that we 
are Americans of German extraction”? There are various 
important and definite reasons. Nobody can deny that 
Americans of Polish, Czechoslovakian, and Jewish etc. ex- 
traction, have special reasons to hate Hitler and make 
special efforts as workers, soldiers, shop keepers, farmers 
or officials to destroy the Axis, because Hitler is threaten- 
ing not only their homes and country—the United States 
of America, but he destroys also the lands of their fathers 
and forefathers. He does not only destroy their homes, he 
exterminates the people with whom they are in one way 
or another still related. And, we German-Americans, who 
are first of all Americans and want to be Americans, have 
also our special reasons to make, greater efforts to work 
harder, to fight better for the destruction of Hitler and 
the Axis. As Americans we defend to the end our nation 
Against slavery. As workers, we will defend our rights 
against the most terrible slavery which is the fate, of the 
working people wherever it has come under the iron heel 
of Hitler. As German-Americans we hate Hitler especially 
because he devastated Germany. Didn't Hitler make that 
country from which our fathers, forefathers and many of 
us come, into a torture chamber of the German and 
European peoples? Didn’t Hitler’s politics bring to the 
German people, with whom we still have some connection, 
terrible misery? Didn’t 6,000,000 Germans lose their lives 
on the battlefields of Europe, in the war he provoked? 
Didn't Hitler destroy everything which our fathers and 
forefathers valued dearly-—the powerful German trade 
union movement, the parties of the workers, and all 
democratic freedoms that are so important for the 
existence of the working people? Didn't Hitler destroy the 
German culture as we know it? The great humanitarian, 
Scientific and cultural traditions of the German spirit were 
buried under the mythical junk pile of Nazi ideology, 
Didn't the criminal politics of Hitler make the Germans, 
and especially the young Germans who were destined to 
be better, animals that are robbing, murdering and raping 
the lands of Europe? Didn't Hitler lead the land of our 
fathers and forefathers into the most terrible catastrophe 
in the history of Germany? Truly, the Germany that was 
left behind by our fathers, forefathers and some of us, 
was no paradise. It had many dark periods. But unlike 
the prison and murder state in which Hitler and the Nazis 
incarcerated the German people, it was a land from which 
progress, culture, humanity and great onward surging 
ideas emanated into the whole world. 

The German-Americans have special reasons to hate 
Hitler deeply, as deeply as we can only hate the devil 


- 
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himself. Yes, we German-Americans һауе every reason te 
be the first ones in the fight andi to be: the best workers: 
on the assembly line, because we want to defend our 
American homes and the land to which our fathers and 
forefathers came, to be free from the barbarism of Hitler. 
We have no reason to deny that we are German-Amer- 
icans. We can lift our heads proudly. We fee] that we, 
as Americans of German extraction have a special mission 
to fulfill in this war. We have to speak more systematically 
to the German people. We have to see that our voices 
are heard in Germany. The voice of the united Germán- 
Americans must begin to bring together all sections of 
the German people and the soldiers. Leaflets and mani- 
festoes have to be printed by the million, in the name of 
German-Americans and written by German-Americans, to 
be dropped from airplanes over Germany and the German 
Army. Special radio stations should be established through 
which the German-Americans may speak to the German 
people 24 hours a day. Can anyone doubt that the voice 
of the German-American workers will be especially listened 
to by the German people. 

The present situation demands more than ever of the 
German-Americans, especially the German-A merican work- 
ers, to take the political offensive against the Hitler 
regime. The armies of our allied forces went on the 
offensive, Under the smashing military blows, especially 
those of the Red Army, the crisis for all sections of society 
in Germany grew. s 

We read a few weeks ago the peace manifesto of an 
illegal conference in Germany which was composed of 
representatives of all German parties and trade unions. f 
This manifesto of the other Germany is a cornerstone in j 
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the development of the German underground movement. 
. . . The solution of a speedy victory for democracy, is 
a revolt of the German people to get rid of Hitler. The 
progress of a German liberation movement helps the 
success of the military offensive against Hitler. The success 
of the military offensive makes easier the progress of the 
German liberation movement. One helps the other. The 
hour oí the German-American has come! We can help 
save the blood of the Allies and the German people. 

Let us also say and remind our compatriots in America 
that we are tremendously proud of the contributions that 
have been made by the German-Americans in building our 
glorious country. Too numerous are the names of the 
scientists, doctors, architects and progressive leaders in 
government to mention. German blood flowed in more 
than one President of the United States. In the Civil War 
we can point out some of the best generals and soldiers. 
There were German-Americans in every progressive move- 
ment against the oppression of Negroes, Jews and religion. 
In the last big war we had the highest ranking officer, 
General Pershing, the outstanding flier Rickenbacker and 
the blood of tens of thousands of officers and soldiers of 
German extraction. In our trade union movement, from 
its very inception, we had German trade unionists in the 
forefront fighting for the welfare of the workers. M: 
progressive accomplishments of which we are so proud (e 
today can be attributed to a great extent, to German- © 
American progressive trade unionists. We are proud to 
point out that Senator Wagner, of German descent, is the 
father of the Wagner Act which is the outstanding achieve- 
ment for the benefit of the workers in the history of the 
labor movement in the United States. We can point to 
Wendell Willkie, ап outstanding liberal, and as has been 
said before, too many others to mention. In this war 
German-Ameéricans сап be found on every battlefield and 
a formidable list for citations of bravery are soldiers of 
German extraction. 

This Conference today is a small beginning. It must i 
spread out all over the United States and if possible 3l 
throughout the Americas a 

.. . We must work hard and build up an. organization, i 
first of all in this city, and it must spread all over the 
country. ... 

. We German-American trade unionists must offer 
our services to the Government of the United States of 
America to support the home front in every possible way 
and through our knowledge of the German language with 
the cooperation of the Government to reach the German 
people, telling them to overthrow the Hitler regime. 

e must be on guard continuously against any elements 
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Event MEETING OF THE VICTORY COMMITTEE ОЕ 
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A conference designed to unite Cerman-American work- 
ers in trade unions throughout the United. States R 
ne struggle against the Axis brought together in Hew 
York 150 delegates from 91 CIO and AFL trade unions and 
representatives of numerous foreign nationality groups, 
The conference endorsed a proposal for a nass meeting of 
German-Americans to be held in January in New.York as a 
demonstration of their unity with all Americans against 
the Axis. Represented at the gathering were the“Knorican 
Slav Committee, tho Austro-American Trade Union Comittee, 
: the4#reek-American Trade Committee, the" Italian-American 
Victory Committee, th Japanese-American Comnittee for 


Ы Democracy, the/Polish-Amorican T 1 Committee 
— — « 


y 4 


апа thg Spanish Cormittee for Democracy, 


— —— 


Of particular intorest was tne appesrance, in company 


- 


with Felix Boenheim of the “erman American Emergoncy Con- 
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ference and other German-"1ericans of the left wing, of 
Victor F. Ridder, publisher of the Hew Yorker Staats 
Zeitung und Herold, A statement by Ridder that he was 
surprised to receive the invitation to attond the meeting 
2 7. OSURE m 
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ав he had been known as "a reactionary and а staunch 
Republican" vas greeted with laughter and applause, Mr, 
Ridder made a speech urging that business management and 
labor get top then dn order to build а strong economy; 

A resolution adopted by the delegates pledged "full 
support to the( United Americans of German Descent, headed 
by Victor F, Ridder, George uf Shuster and Otto Sattler" 
in any Se ta An German-American ons toward 
a United Nations victory; and resolved further that the 
"Third Labor Conference of American Yorkers of German 
Descent" call upon the steering committee of the United 
Americans of German Descent to take practical steps to 
convene a national conference of German-Americans at the 
earliest possible dato. 

Other resolutions pledged support to the forthcoming 
International Congress (of trade unions) to be held in 
London, June . the AFL and the CIO to set up 
а special committee for the reconstruction of the free 
trade-unions of Europe; and suggestcd that leaders of 
the AFL and CIO prevail upon e agencies to make 
democratic litcrature available to Gernen war prisoners, 


Ree Ы 
It was also resolved to designate. tho. German American 
5 — — AE 


NC ká a 
(organ of the-German American Emerger:cy Conference) the > 
222 o —— ——ũÄ8 c CM ро аана LO is 


official organ of tho Victory Committee of German- 


American Trade Unionists, 


> 
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‘Roosevelt, Primo Minister Churchill, Marshal Stalin, опа 


E M. 


The speakers wore М, J, Obermeier, president of the 
Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local No. 6 (CIO) and 
chairman of the Victory Committee} A. Clayton Powell, Jr., 
Councilman of New York; Michael J. Quill, Councilmen- 


clect of New York and president of the Transport “Yorkers 


` Union; Christian Blohm, of the German "orkmen!s Benefit 


Fund; Gustav Faber, secretary-trceasurer of the Transport 


“orkers Union and vice chairman” of the Vietory Committee; 
Dp. Boenhcim, and Mr. Ridder. Their specches dealt mainly 
with tho importancó of e Tabor and the German-Amer 1c ans 
behind tho fight against Hitler.  Thoy looked to the work - 
ors, not to "persons in high positions," for leadership 
and victory. | 
Lettors of grecting того госо1уоа from onde! 
fillkie, Mayor La Guardia, and Congressman Vito Marcantonio, | 
At tho conclusion of tho meeting каера making 
known tho results of tho conference were sont to President 


1 


Secretary of Stato Hull. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED АТ NEW YORK cite, NEN YORK FILE NO. 190525: 590 


REPORT MADE Ar DATE WHEN MRDE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MADE ù 
New York City, New York 3/8/44 0/2, E 


rmervICT RT COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE. CANT ЖЫ : 
UNIONISTS}; INTERNAL SECURITY — C 
Omen AMERICAN COUNCIL. ОР TRADE UNIONISTS s: 


HA | ЖЮВЕН МЕТУ; МЕЧ 
. Review" 6f New York files indicates Victory 
Committee anti-Nazi and working for estab- 
lishment of workers government in Germany. 
OBERMEIER in speeches tells members to ^ 
assist FBI in ferreting out Nazi spies and 
saboteurs and advocates labo атр 
trade unions of all united even B VION 
HEREIN | NCLASSIP Si 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


p D 
b2 — i гуы 
REFERENCE: bó Report of 8 dated June 30, 26 yA (> 
b 1943 at New Yor y, New York. 


4: b7D 
E Үл DETAIIS: From &nformant[  ] it was ascertained that KURLROSENFELD, 


5 05 Broadw New York, New York wrote to NNNM Mevement "Free Germany", 
E stating that the German rican Emergency Confer- 
р епсе со not jo the movement in Mexico because the Emergency Conference 


was an American organization consisting of American citizens of German estraction 
interested in American politcs. ROSENFELD advised that an attempt was being 

made in the U. S. to organize a committee which could cooperate with the 

movement in England and Mexico with the assistance of the government which | 
has now shown an interest in a German American government, ROSENFELD indicated 
that this committee could send appeals and broadcasts to Germany or discuss 
questions connection with the future of Germany. He indicated that he was 
writing to HEINRICH MANN in order to pursuade him to take the first steps for 


the creation of such a committee. "y 
> DEW CY. WA 
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On June 21, 1942 ‘confidential: informant[ | whose identity is 
known to the Bureau attended a rally of the German American Conferenée held 
at the Hotel Capital, New York City. He indicated that this was a purely 
Communist affair in which the key figures were Bergei Kournakoff, Soviet 
Propagandist, Dr. BELLMDODD, Dr. FELIXQROENHEIM and FREDRICK N4 . 

indicated that these last three individuals were well known Cémmnists. Не 

indicated that MICHAEL OBERMEIER spoke and demanded a second front and advo- 
cated the bombardment of Germany with American shortwave broadcasts to bring 
about a third fror, the revolution in Germany, 


A review by confidential informant| ]of Volume 1, No. 4, issue 
of the German Americgn dated August 1942 indicates that this volume contains 
an article by М. J& ЮВЕКМЕТЕВ, The article asks for the appointment of dele- 
gates for the September conference of the Victory Committee of German Атау Сап 
Trade Unionists and vociferously demands that workers denounce Nazis to le 
FBI and demand their immediate dismissal by employers. advised that the 
Victory Committee of the German American Trade Unionists has many followers in 
the Bakers Union, local 1, New York and in the Bakers Union, local 50, where 
2,000 out of 60,000 members are of German descent. The joint board of Fur 
Bressers and Dyers, New York, the Bakers Union, local 70, New York, the Trans- 
port workers union, New York, the Newark Unions, and the Furniture Workers Union, 
45B are also active and work for the Victory Committee of German American Trade 
Unionists. Many members of these organizations signed an appeal of the Victory 
Committee to the German workers in Germany in which they promised their German 
colleagues the will to solidarity. It was planned to distribute leaflets with 
this appeal to the German workers by means of allied planes. 


advised the New York office that he had attended the Yorkville Bally. 
held at the Yorkville Casino, 210 East 86th Street, New York, New York on 
October 1, 1943. The topic for discussion was, "What will Happen With Germany". 
There were about 200 persons present, most of whom were middle aged men. 
Among the seven sponsors was the Victory Committee of German Trade Unionists 
and German American Emergency Conference. The chairman stated that the 
purpose of the meeting was to establish and develop an organization among 
German Americans to do everything possible in this country for the overthrow 
of the HITLER regime and to promote the idea of permitting the creation in 
Germany, after the war, of a people's government dominated by "real Germans" 
who were not influenced by territorial aggrandizement and the idea of becoming 
self sufficient and making up their deficiencies by taking things from other 
nations. MICHAEL J. OBERMEIER, chairman of the Victory Committee, spoke for 
about a half hour. His speech was definitely anti-Nazi and he stressed he 
need for the overthrow of the present regime in Germany even if by working . 


toward that end the German Americans found themselves in opposition to- their 
own relatives in Germany. He stressed the need for substituting as an alter- 
native for unconditional surrender the creation of a government in Germany 
which would be sponsored to a large extend Бу the workers. Не indiéeted there 
were still a number of pro-Nazis in Yorkville and that the job of ferreting 
them out could not be left entirely to the FBI, Не stated that it was the duty 
of every German American to do everything possible to offset and nulify thes, 
efforts of pro-Nazis to spread propaganda in this country. [ааа ъй 

an unidentified woman who was obviously an experienced speaker followed - 
MEIER and elaborated оп his remarks concerning the part workers should play іп 
the creation of a government. кае that this woman gave the impression 
she was strongly Jommunistic in her views, 


From the records of Special Squad #1, New York City Police Department іё 
was ascertained that JULIUS,KOFHLER, member of the Bakers Union, 1оса1.1, and 
Secretary of the German American Trade Union Council was one of the spears 
at the Second Front and International Labor Unity Rally at the osmopol i tan 
Opera House, 133 West 55th Stree6. There were approximately 1800 persons 
present and the purpose of the meeting was to support the seven point economic 
program as presented by President ROOSEVELT and to put into effect the 
ROOSEVELT, CHURCHILL, MOLOTOV agreement on the second front now, Тһе further 
aims of the rally were direct alliance with the Anglo Soviet. Trade; Union Committee 
апа for labor unity among all trade unions of all the united nations. The 
records of Special Squad #1 indicate that the German American Trade Union 
Committee i8 busy organizing an underground movement in Germany, 


In the Daily Worker for April 9, 1943, page 4, column 3 there is an article 
which states that а tremendous rally was to be held June 7, in Madison Square 
Garden to demand "4 twefísted" war at home and abroad confirming the right of 
every American to full participation in the united nations victory and condeming 
discrimination against 15,000,000 negro Americans. The meeting was initiated 
by the Peoples Committee and the Negro Labor Victory Committee, Subject 
OBERMEIER was listed as one of the sponsors. 


- PENDING - 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At New York City, New York | | 

Will interview RUDOLPH KATZ, assistant editor. of the Neue Bolkbzeitung, 
227 East 48th Street, New York City to-determine the current activities of the 
German American Victory Council in relation to MIKK DBERMEIER and the Victory 
Committee of German American Trade Unionists. tT 25; 


fA x 
е 


348111 ascertain from Immigration and Naturalization Service the Pd | 
of trips and duration of said trips to Europe on part of MICHAEL J. OBERMELER . 


3XWill report further activities of instant: organization. 


GONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS. `` 


AX 


| The Office of Censorship, New York City. The letter from Which the | 
information was taken is dated October 1, 1942, New York file 1002050 %½50. 


L 


| — - — 

[| Intelligence Division, 2nd Service Comand. The information жўз taken 
from a communication to the New York Field office dated Осын 7, 1943 
New York file 65-5829-9138. i | 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States кашы of Justice 


| DECLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC aps tn 
EWH:RAF ON 03-21-2006 New York; 
100-25590 ; { 


Director, FBI © 
Res VICTORY СОММТТТЕЕ OF GERMAN-AMERICAN 
І 


e. 


TRADE UNIONISTS el 


Dear Sirs 


Enclosed herewith are two toples of a typewritten verbatim 
report of the meeting of the GERMAN-AMERICAN VICTORY 701 
„Eighth Avenue, New York City, Local No. 6, submitted 5 | 

who is being developed by the New York Office as а Uonfi- 
‘dential Informant, but has not as yet been given a symbol number. 


The original report is being maintained in the case file 
of captioned subject. 


There is also being enclosed herewith one copy of a 
pamphlet published by the CIO Publicity Department, 718 Jackson 
Place, Northwest, Washington, D. ©., which was distributed to all 
the members at the above meeting. 


Very truly yours, 
09 


Е. Е. CONROY 
Special Agent іп Charge 


6113014 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 


10min СГ Victory Comittee "March 18, 44. 
701 = 8th Ave., N. T. C., Local #6 


LI 


"President: M. J. Obermeier (Pres. Hotel & Club Empl, Union L. #6) 
chairman: (Gustav Paber (Sec. Tres. of Transport Workers Union) 
бес. Treasurer: Snowpek (FRED) Fur Dressers and Dyers Union) 
Present: 34 members of different German American Trade Unionists. 


"Meeting opened at 3 p.m. and presided over by Obermeier, Gustav Faber, 
(Union Leader) outlined the lack of enthusiasm and laxity of organization 
of German Americansand Americ. of German extraction in Trade Unions, He 
assured members present the full support of 8, Hillman, several other 
C.I.O Leaders and progressive A.F.L. Leaders as to Drive of enlarging 
membership of G.A.V. Committee on a big scale. 20 millions of German 
speaking Citizens must be reached in order to conform to our Resolutions 
of last meeting, and then enter into politics on a national scale. I 

have had a 3 hours discussion with Brig. беп, Bryant (Charge of Prisoners 
of Wer) іп Wash., D.C., and finally our Germ. American Newspaper was per- 
mitted to enter fyi вопег of War Camps. We must educate them to our way 
of thinking and eliminate the Gestapo amengst them (Prisoner of War Camps). 
Several have been killed for their democratic stand, Our Govt. is not 
doing enough. I also want to remind you to support our Russ. War Relief 
Kit Drive, do your duty because, Russ. Soldiers go through a hard and 
bitter struggle to help free the German people. Do not forget to register 
for the Primaries, The United labor Front will give you in due time the 
candidates, which you must support on behalf of our Com. in Chief Pres. 
Roosevelt. -- 


"Snowpek, urged to make generous donations to 0. A. v. C., and support it 
with money, and sign up members. (Initiation fee $2.00, dues 25¢ monthly. 
Attend 0. American У.С. Dance and Refresh, Affair, to be held, April 4, 44, 
at Mozart Cafe, 86th Street, N.Y.C. Prominant Persons will be there, Germ. 
Amer. League, Germ. Amer. Conference, and many others, — 


„Obermeier names Germ. Amer. Trade Unionist to be accepted for 25$ to be 
printed in Germ, Amer. Newspaper for the benefit of Germen Prisoners of 
war, which can get in contact with you by mail. -- 


"Also present: Willie Ohme, Germ. Communist exiled by Germ. authorities 
from Germany before Hitler's Regime, working in Hotel St. George Banquet 
Dpt. Alex Harness, Alfred Gehlert, German Communists, both very active 
amongst Banquet waiters, in charge of Russ. War Rel. Kit Drive. -- 


/s/ Good 
EWH 
3/20/44 


rovED 
MAR 18.74 
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TR STORY ac Serge i iL етеви 


THE SCAPEGOAT TRICK IS AS OLD AS HISTORY ITSELF. THE NAZIS 
USED IT TO SEIZE POWER IN GERMANY, TO WEAKEN FROM 
WITHIN THEIR ENEMIES IN EUROPE. THEY EVEN TRIED TO “DIVIDE 
AND CONQUER" THE UNITED STATES! TO KNOW THE TRICK 16 
ТО ВЕ ON GUARD AGAINGT IT. THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS 
STORY- TO EXPOSE THE SCAPEGOAT TRICK AND HOW IT WORKS. 


| TO DISCOVER HOW THE SCAPEGOAT TRICK CAME INTO THE BHARS PRIESTS SWING INTO ACTION. FROM THE | 
EXISTENCE, МЕ VISIT A VILLAGE OF THE PRIMITIVE BHARS TRIBE| | ROOF OF EACH HOUSE THEY TAKE SOME STRAW. | 
iN Wit i 5 Т. 2075 5 
1 INDIA, WHERE AN EPIDEMIC OF CHOLERA HAS BROKE QU MIX THE STRAW THEN WE WILL BURN 
i WITH RICE ІТ AT THE ALTAR ТО 
AND SPICES! APPEASE THE iia" 


THESE SIMPLE PEOPLE KNOW OF ONLY ONE CAUSE 
FOR THEIR TROUBLES...6SVIL DEMONS. 


This feature, reprinted tram TRUE COMICS magazine, is based upon the pamphlet, “They Got the Blame," by Kenneth Gould, 
© Internations: Committe- ut Youna Man’: Ch: «Нап Acenciatinne Convrichted Printed in U S.A 
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TREN THE PRIESTS PICK UP А YOUNG WITH SHOUTS AND BEATING OF DRUMS, THE AN IMAL 
WATER BUFFALO FROM THE TRIBE'S HERD. А 15 DRIVEN THROUGH THE VILLAGE, CHASED INTO THE 
IT MUST BE AS BLACK Ё NN QN JUNGLE, AND NEVER PERMITTED TO RETURN. І 
AS MIDNIGHT AND А UE BUFFALO ; 2 
FEMALE OR THE MAGIC 4 % 


МІТ 
WILL NOT WORK! RED PAINT 


2 Za : | 


WHAT 15 THIS ALL ABOUT? THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE, THE PRIMITIVE BHARS BELIEVE THEY HAVE FRIGHTENED THE 
CHOLERA "DEMONS" INTO THE BOCY OF THE UNFORTUNATE ANIMAL. THE BUFFALO 15 THEIR "SCAPEGOAT! 
HE IS MACE TO SUFFER FOR THE TRIBE'S MISFORTUNE, THE VILLAGE NOW REJOICES, CONVINCED THAT THE 


PLAGUE HAS BEEN CARRIED AWAY IN THE BODY OF THE ANIMAL. 
RETE . == 


| FELLOW ROMANS, ! TELL YOU THE HE IS RIGHT. THE GODS 
| CHRISTIANS AMONG US HAVE BROUGHT ARE ANGRY BECAUSE WE 
| _ THE WRATH OF THE GODS UPON US ALL... PERMIT THE CHRISTIANS 
i THE THEY ARE TO BLAME FOR ALL your ТО LIVE AMONG US! 
| EARLY TROUBLES! WHAT ARE YOU GOING LET US DRIVE THEM 
CHRISTIANS TO DO ABOUT IT? 
WERE 
PERSECUTED ШШЩ 
AND - 
SEO 


AS 
SCAPEGOATS 
BY 


THE 
ROMANS. 


IF THERE WAS A FIRE, FLOOD, DROUGHT OR FAMINE, 


THE CHRISTIANS WERE BLAMED, MADE THE SCAPEGOAT. 
OFTEN THEY WERE THROWN TO THE LIONS. 


CHRISTIANS WERE BEATEN, TORTURED, EXECUTED. | 
IN THE REIGN OF ROMAN EMPEROR TRAJAN, | 
MERELY BEING A CHRISTIAN WAS CONSIDERED | 
A CRIMINAL OFFENSE! \ 
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Г. BLAME THIS DISASTER 
UR TAE ON THE CHRISTIANS! IT 
RR S | WILL BE EASY TO CONVINCE 

ROMANS INTO BELIEVING 


ROME -WAS : 
DESTROYED UE ANY THING ABOUT THEM: 


ay FIRE, "m мт ў 
THE EMPEROR S : | 
А —— N 


К | NERO SUCC EEDED 4 


Ж 
ч, 
— 


IN FOOLING 
THE PEOPLE 
= | INTO 
i PERSECUTI NG 
THE CHRISTIANS 
FOR THE DEEDS 
OF WHICH 
HE AND OTHERS 
WERE SUILTY 
CHRISTIANS WERE 
TREATED AS 
SCAPEGOATS BY 
THE ROMANS 
UNTIL 
CHRISTIANITY 
BECAME 
THE OFFICIAL 
RELIGION OF 
‘THE ROMAN EMPIRE . 
DURING THE REIGN 
OF CONSTAN TINE f 
| 525 ло 537А. D). 


{ 
| 
— Ч : . — 


* 


NERO WAS 
SUSPECTEC 


OF HAVING M L2 T1 al NEIE 
SET THE FIRE, uu T. ep, 
Sf HE. д i | | 
! KNEW HOW ТО { ; (A | 
DNERT o ot 
SUSPICION e — E › ^£, E 
FROM =з 5 | j Т 
HIMSELF НЕ ; | 
HAD A — | 
CONVENIENT 1 Ж ; à 268 
SCAPEGOA: 155% Мч 


SALEM, MASSAC USE "TS, IN 1662. ROGERS DRAG HER ТО THE 
iN EVERY зар } , COURT AND HAVE 
COUNTRY | CAN'T LYEUL you, SETH, ТН! HER HANGED AS А 
THERE ARE UNDERSTAND I'S THAT ROGERS WITCH! 
PEOPLE -> WHY MY CROPS! WOMAN, SHE'S A le 
WHO CAN | FAILED THIS WITCH! | SAW HER 
BE DUPED YEAR! PASSING THIS WAY 

INTG LAST MONTH. SHE 
BLAMING PUT A CURSE ON 
THEIR YOUR LAND! 
MISFORTUNES 
+ ON INNOCENT 
| SCAPEGOATS. 
` COLONIAL 
AMERICA 
WAS МО 
EXCEPTION. 


ос CCURRE D AROUND HERE'S THAT “ Ls A WE'LL Y 


і 
1 
i 
i 


RR 


a WOMAN HAS SOLD. HER BEGINNING ii; THE 1620'S ANU LASTING | 
S L SHE eom FON АКОШ SIXTY YEARS, THE IRISH 
А SPELL ON MY CROPS AND . ZEFORE FLOCKED TO AWTRICA IN LARGE NUMBERS, | 
RUINED THEM. ЅНЕ A DANGEROUS 171715 
WITCH AND SHOULD BE (0 FLAME 
| OF 
INSANITY 
HAD 
SURNED 
OUT, 
NINETEEN 
INNOCENT 
t SCAPEGOATS 
| UKE 
“THE ROGERS 
WOMAN" 
HAO 
BEEN 
HANGED. , 


| 


Cw eme Se e a 
Mr «uw Xen. 
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THEN. AG NOW, “SUBVERSIVE AND UN-AMERICAN GROUPS 
THGUGH MASQUERADED UNDER HIGH- ж. РАТКЮТІС NAMES. 


THEY PATRIOTIC NA 
CONTRE THE IRISH REFUGEES ^ HE'S RIGHT! THE 


ARE RUINING OUR IRISH HAVE CAUSED ONCE 
COUNTRY! LET'S SHIP UNEMPLOYMENT AND AGAIN 
THEM BACK WHERE PANICS. LET'S DRIVE UNSCRU PULOUS 
THEY CAME FROM! THE REFUGEES OUT: MEN 
AMERICA SOR 
AMERICANS! | 


AMERICA’S 


— — — 


CITIES 
AND 
RAILROADS, 
IRISH 
IMMIGRANTS 
WERE 


PERSECUTED 
POLITICALLY 


AND 
ECONOMICALLY. N | 


FATHER, | WAS IN A FIGHT 
WITH SOME BOYS...THEY SAID 
OUR CHURCH CELLAR WAS 
STACKED WITH GUNS, THAT 


INNOCENT 
MINOR (TY 
AS 


А 
SCAPEGOAT! 


— o. 


WE CATHOLICS ARE 
ACCUSED OF MANY THINGS. 
AMERICA !S AYOUNG NATION, 

MY SON. SOMEDAY ALL 


PERSECUTION 
OF MINORITIES 
BECAUSE 
THEY WERE 
CONSIDERED 
"FOREIGN" 
WAS A 
SHORT STEP 
TO PERSECUTION 
OF THESE | 
SAME GROUPS 
BECAUSE OF A 
DIFFERENCE IN 
RELIGION 


а 


THE IRISH CATHOLICS АВЕ 
GOING TO START A 
REVOLUTION AGAINST 
QUR GOVERNMENT! 
THIS 15 NOT TRUE, 6 

IT, FATHER? М 


RIOTS AGAINST CATHOLICS BROKE ол IN 


MANY EASTERN CITIES. 


SRSULINE CONVENT WAS BURNED "c 


THE GROUND. 


ІМ 1854, A 
AFTER THE 
CIVIL WAR, 
THE FLAMES 
OF SECTIONAL 
HATRED WERE 
KEPT BURNING 
BY THE ACTIONS 
OF NORTHERN 
ADVENTURERS, 
"CARPET-BAGGERS', 
WHO MOVED 
INTO THE 
SOUTHERN 


STATES, 
TAKING OVER 
LANDS 


ANO 
PROPERTY. 


THE DIFFERENT RACES AND 


RELIGIOUS SECTS HERE 
WILL LEARN TO LIVE IN 
PEACE TOGETHER! 


YOUVE TAKEN 
OUR HOME AWAY 
FROM US BY TRICKERY, 
BUT YOU WON'T KEEP 
IT? WE SOUTHERNERS 
WILL BAND TOGETHER 
AND DRIVE OUT MEN 
LIKE YOU! 
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THE KU KLUX KLAN WAS THE SOUTHS ANSWER THE KLAN, HOWEVER, BECAME АМ INSTRLIMENT 
TO THE "CARPETBAGGERS" FOR TERRORIZING NEGROES AND OTHER 
EX SCAPEGOAT MINORITY GROUPS. 
IF YOU MEN KNOW WHAT'S | | pee See es —— cae 
GOOD FOR YOU, YOU'LL GET BUT HE HASN'T DONE THIS 15 JUST A 
OUT OF THIS STATE AND ANYTHING WRONG! WARNING TO YOUR 
NEVER COME BACK! WHY MUST YOU KIND. JUST IN | 
TORTURE HIM? CASE YOU GET IDEAS ! 
THAT YOLJ GOT 
RIGHTS! 


IN RECENT YEARS, THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE KLAN 
HAS GREATLY DIMINISHED. 
THROUGH THE EFFORTS 
OF GREAT NEGRO LEADERS 
LIKE BOOKER T, WASHINGTON, 
АМО WITH THE HELP OF | 
OTHER PATRIOTIC 
СІМІС-МІМОЕО AMERICANS, 
THE NEGRO RACE 15 
TODAY APPROACHING 
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL POSITION 
WHICH THE AMERICAN 
WAV OF LIFE 
GUARANTEES TO ALL, 
REGAROLESS OF RACE, 
COLOR OR CREED. 


THE JEWS ARE RESPONSIBIi: 1 y BUT, MEIN FUEHRER, "IHERE ARE FOOLS 


FOR ALL OF GERMANY'S ILLS. 1 WILL THE PEOPLE WHO WILL BELIEVE 
WHILE. WILL DRIVE THEM OUT, DESTROY | |ВЕМЕУЕ THESE THINGS/ ANYTHING... 
AMERICA WAS THEM UTTERLY. THEN YOU YOU SAY ARQUT ESPECIALLY IF IT 
SUCCESSFULLY WILL ALL BE PROSPEROUS 
НЕКЕ AND HAPPY ONCE AGAIN! 
DEMOCRATIC 
IDEAL OF 
FREEDOM 
AND 
EQUALITY, 
3,000 
MILES AWAY 
А NEW 
EXPLOITER OF 
"SCAPEGOATISM" 
WAS ke 
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IN. ADDITION 
ЛО OESTROYING 
THE LIVES OF 
INNOCENT 
SCAPEGOATS, 
THE NAZIS BUILT 
BONFIRES OF 
THE BOOKS 
OF SOME OF 
GERMANY'S 
GREAT WRITERS 
AND POETS 
EITHER BECAUSE 
THEIR AUTHORS 
WERE 
" NON-ARYAN" 
OR BECAUSE 
THEY WROTE IN 
PRAISE OF 
LIBERTY AND 
DEMOCRACY, 


WHEN THE NAZIS 
SEIZED POWER, 
ORGANIZED 

GANGSTERISM 

RULEO GERMANY. 

THOSE WHO HAD 

TRIED TO 

APPEASE HIM 

SOON LEARNED 

THAT “YOU CAN'T 
OO BUSINESS 
WITH HITLER" 

AND INTO 

CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS WERE 

HERDED ALL WHO 

TRIED TO SPEAK 

THE TRUTH 

ABOUT HITLER АМО 

HIS FOLLOWERS 


— w- 


IN GERMANY YOU 
MUST PREACH ONLY 
THE WORD OF 
ADOLF HITLER! 


HITLER WAS 
AWARE THAT 
FREEDOM OF 
WORSHIP WAS 
DANGEROUS 
TO HIS 
DICTATORSHIP 
HE CLOSED 
BETWEEN 
9,000 
AND 11,000 
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS, 
ARRESTED 
AND 
IMPRISONED 
COUNTLESS 
PRIESTS 
AND 
MINISTERS 


GREED ANL FEAR CAUSED MANY 10 BE FOOLED | 


INTC) SUPPORTING THE "NEW ORDER" 
IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR 
HELP | WILL SEE THAT YOU 

GET ALL THE MATERIALS YOU 
NEED FOR YOUR FACTORIES 

WHEN | AM IN POWER. AND VOU 
CAN PAY THE WORKERS ANY 
WAGES YOU PLEASE! 


|  nrürR'S DIABOLIC SCHEME EMBRACED | 


THE WHOL WORLD, 


EVERY COUNTRY HAS MINORITIES. 
IN AMERICA, ESPECIALLY, IT WILL BE 


EASY FOR OUR AGENTS “ТО INCITE 
GROUP AGAINST GROUP, REMEMBER 
THE BIGGER THE LIES WE TELL, 
THE QUICKER THE PEOPLE 
WILL BELIEVE THEM! 


| 
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THE SCAPEGOAT TECHNIQUE WAS WE WILL SOON HAVE 
HITLER IMPORTED FROM BERLIN, THEM FIGHTING AMONG 


— THEMSELVES! AND WE WILL 
BLAME EVERYTHING ON JA, THESE MOVE ІМ AND TAKE OVER THE 
THE JEWS! UNEMPLOYMENT, | AMERICANS GOVERNMENT! WE WILL NOT 
HIGH PRICES. . EVERYTHING! FAIL DER FUEHRER! 

IT WORKED IN GERMANY, 

AND IT WILL WORK 


1 YOU CAN'T PULL THE 
THE VAST 1 WOOL OVER THE EYES OF 
MAJORITY OF y ^ 3 REAL AMERICANS! WE KNOW 
AMERICANS WERE i / WHO'S TRYING TO GET US ТО 
AWARE OF 1 | x НАТЕ OUR NEIGHBORS. HE'S 
HITLER'S PLAN { : THE MAN WHO PAYS YQUR 
TO "DIVIDE AND АЧ pu SALARY...ADOLF HITLER! 
CONQUER" AMERICA à 7 Ч $x > 
FROM WITHIN. “4 ! 4 
BUT А FEW, 
EITHER FOOLED 
BY NAZI LIES, 
OR BECAUSE 
THEY HATED 
AMERICA'S DEMOCRATIC 
FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT, 
BECAME HIS 
SUPPORTERS. 


MARCHING TOGETHER iN THE COMMON CAUSE OF HUMAN FREEDOM, THE MEN AND WOMAN OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS ARE e то еы А са ги ОЕ PRESUDI eye hela aps are 

A WORLO IN WHICH THE BASI ULE CONDUCT NATIONS AND INDIVI LS LOEN 
RULE...00 UNTO OTHERS AS YOU WOULO HAVE OTHERS DO UNTO YOU! 
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This is ClO Publication No. 95. Distributed Free ав a Public Service, 
Additional Copies Available upon Request, 


To ofl Members and Friends: 


The basic purpose of the CIO, as expressed in its constitution, 
is “to bring about the effective organization of the working men 
and women of Americo regardless of race, creed, color, or nationality, 
end ta unite them for common action ints labor unions for their 


mutual oid ond protection.” 


To win this wor ayained fascism ond tyranny, and to win the 


peace us well, all who believe in democracy must stand united 


WHATEVER THEIR RACE. CREED OR COLOR 


if they would preserve the blessing of freedom and humon dignity. 


Й 


1 direct this little патаМаб in vaur ачгпеѕї attention, it tells а 
profound truth in a simple and surring way. 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IN Т8 UNCLASSIFIED 
03-21-2006 BY 60309/AuC 
DCG/CAK 


The CIO alse publishes many other pamphlets and Isofleis on important national 
issues, us well as е nanonel weekly newspaper, The ClO News (Subscription 
$1.00 a year эп ihe 0.6.) Send for hierature ізі und address orders tex 


PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT 
CONGRESS OF JHCUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
713 JACKSON PLACE, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, 0. С. 


Бамсы \ 
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100-96104- 12 


SAC, NEW YORK дале 12, 1911 


J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


3 It is noted thet the aeve-nemed su: ject i^ being reported by your 

4 office aleng with the investigation of the Victory Committee of Germun Апетісвп 
Trede Uniohiste; Қатазп Алегісап Canal -f Tr:de Unionista. If your office 

i, bes not already Фа ео, 16 is dire Chit the activities of Michael John 

B Obermeler be in a separate esse entitled "Michael Jom Obermefer, Internal 
= Gy" and that an tnfitijal report so captioned be submitted eontsining 


Well isfermalion concerning his birth, citizenship, background mad Communist 
activities und connections. | | ; 


as ATION CONTAINED 


ro ALL МЕСТА mE aay у | 
ша о 
S DAT re к. | 


Yr. 2lavir By win А i 

E мо М M eL Ju Nic. 4 К «Зз о \ 2. ! 
ie pë С | 
2 төш М Tm ‹ x ' 
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DECLASSIFIED БҮ 60309/AUC DAMP DCG/ CAK 
ON 03-21-2006 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 "el А CON L 
jr CASE ORIGINATED } DAT NEW YORK, хви · YORK 3 FILE мо. 20026590 AM 
2 b6 


“. 


REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT MADE А Да 


ТТЕЕ OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE 
ДУ ner“. OF TRADE 


Michael. p ) borne! or 
SYNOPSIS OF FA! Б 4 
> Р KEY FIGURE 


X 
X. VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE " 
UNIONISTS urges full eupport for SIBHEYTHILLMAN s 
and o they C. I. O. leaders in drive to enlarge 8 
Р menbership. Participation noted in Russian 
Ї P „ 25 War Relief Kit Drive for aid of Russian soldiers 
ә: and 4th War Loan Drive. Committee plans cam- 
| ў paign to "educate" German war prisoners along 
antieNazi lines, OBERMEIER registered with 
L. B. #271, Flushing, L. I. N. T.: reported to 
have once been employed By Intourist in Russia 


| СЕ) ХЭ! | and to have been a delegate to Red Trade Union 
ТЫ 2% | International in Moscow іп 1925. member of Trade 
К , Unton Unity League in 1980. Informante report 


sutject ОВЕНИЯГЕН is German alien who denies 
Communist affiliation, but consistent follower — 
of Party line, Subject filed application for | ; 


BCT citizenship tn NTO 4/25/29 44198. 8 EXT. BY зЁ / 


> 


REASON - FCT! 77 
асыу» = ee DATE ОР BEYJES. V 


Report of Speotal Agent| и. _____| dates 


REFERENCE: 
ai Jenuary 8, 1944 at New York, New Yor 


4 of thi report is being marked changed in order 
reflect the fall name of the subject to be MICHAEL 
‘as 1541 SM the records of Locel Board 


ftushing, Long i ; New Tork. 


DO NOT wi IN THESE Я АСЕ: 


ек:722 2/- 10 


eu 52-6 
| óh 2 ; E 
А © OF THIS HRPORT 
NUS 
Bureau \ U 4 
1 * Capt. %, В, Hm, 1% ZND 
1 =- 001.8.Y,00nstant, D. of I., 380 
` = New York 


aig 
ie 
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MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIZR ie considered a Key Figure in the 
New York Field Division. 


. The PGerman American", a publication sponsored by the 
VICTORY COMMITTEE ОЙ GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, dated March, 1944, 
under the caption "Trade Union Committee Girds for Action in 1944: Call 
Meeting of German Americans, March 18th, 2:30; Hotel and Club Employees 
Union Headquarters, 701 8th Avenue" reade as follows: 


In order to speed Victory over the Axis and build an 
enduring peace, the German Americans, especially the Trade Unionists 
must play an ever-greater part in our country's wer effort, Ghe 
German Americans of New York, irrespective of their economic back. 
ground, religion or political beliefs, must get their entire support 
behind the war effort, so that a epeedy Victory and a post-xsar 
Security can be ours. 


Why must the German Americans be for achieving unity of 
action with the rest of the American People? 


Why must the German Americans help in the guaranteeing of 
the carrying out the Teheran and Cairo decisions, thereby assuring 
the German Workers of a Free and Democratic Germany? 


To help understand and achieve these purposes the Victory 
Committee of German American Trade Unionists are calling a Council 
Meeting for Saturday March 18th, 2:20 P.M. at the headquarters of 
the Hotel and Club Employees Union, 701 8th Avenue, N. T. C. 


Prominent Trade Union Leaders and Legislative Leaders will 
speak, We urge all the readers of the "German American" to attend 
this meeting and bring your friends and n AER s 
[confidential Informant |} V 
on the above mentioned meeting of the Victory Committee of the German 
American Trade Unionists held on March 18, 19443 
9, American Victory Committee March 18, 44. 
1 „ 8th Ave., H. 70.5 Local $8 


President: M. J.jObermeier (Pres, Hotel & Club Empl. Union 1,%6) 
Chairmen: Gustavi Taber (Seo. Tres, of Transport Workers Union) 
Sec. Treasurer: /Snowpek (FRED) Fur Dressers and Dyers Union) 
Present; 34 megbers of different German American Trade Unioniste, 


Meeting opened at 3 pm and vresided over by Chermeier,. бизїау Tober, 


oe CONFIDENS(AL 
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а 
(Union Leader) outlined the lack of enthusiasm and lexity of 
organization of German Americans and Americ. of German extraction 
in Trade Unions. He assured members present the full support —— 
of В.[ Hillmap,several other 0.1.0. leaders and progregsive 
A. F. U. Leaders as to Drive of enlarging membership of U. A. V, 
Com t tee on a big scale. 20 millions of German speaking Oiti- 
zens MUSt be reached in order to conform to our Resolutions of 
last meeting, and then enter into politics on a national scele. 1 
have had а 3 hours discussion with Brig. беп. Bryant (Charge of 
Prisoners of War) in Wash., D. C., and finally our Germ. American 
Newspaper was permitted to enter Prisoner of War Camps. We must 
educate them to our way of thinking and eliminate the Gestapo 
emongst them (Prisoner of War Camps). Several have been killed 
for their democratic stand. Our Govt, is not doing enough, 
1 aleo want to remind you to support our Russ. Wer Relief Kit 
Drive, do your duty because, Russ. Soldiers go through a hard and 
bitter struggle to help free the German people. Do not forget to 
register for the Primaries. The United Labor Front will give you 
in due time the candidates, which you must support on behalf of 
our Com. in Chief Pres. Roosevelt, — 


Snowpek, urged to make generous donations toC A. v. c., and support 
it with money, and sign up members. (Initiation fee $2.00, dues 
25¢ monthly.) Attend б, American V.C. Dance and Refresh, Affeir, 
to be held, April 4, 1944, at Mozart Cafe, 86th Street, N.Y.C. 
Prominant Persons will be there, Germ, Amef, League, Germ, Amer. 


Conference, and many others. 


Obermeier names Cerm, Amer. Trade Unionist to be accepted for 254 


to be printed in Germ. Amer. Newspaper for the benefit of Germen 
Prisoners of war, which сап get in contact with убо by mail. .- 


Also present: Willie.Ohme, Germ. Communist/éx11ed by Germ. authori- 
ties from Germany before Hitler's Regime, Working in Hotel St. George 
Banquet Dpt. Alex‘Harmess, Alfred} Gehl ert, German Communists, both 

very active amongst Banguet waiters, in charge of Russ. War Rel. Kit 


" Drive. — (ы A 


b7D Is] 


In the March, 1944 1esue of the “German American", the 


following article appeared: | 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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‚луы 
V-COMMITTEE FORMED a. | 
IN WAITERS LOCAL I 


At a well attended meeting called by the German-American 
members of the Waiters Local 1, on Thursday, February 10, at the 
Local's headquarters, а new Local Victory Committee was formed, 
The response to the program of the Victory Committee of German 
American Trade Unionists was unanimous. Michael J. Obermeier, 
Chairman of the Victory Committee of German American Trade 
Unionists, addressed the meeting. Мг, Obermeier stressed the fact 
that German elements in our country must speak out against Hitler's 
Germany and take a more active role in the American war effort. 

He also pointed out that only in the carrying out of the Teheran 
decisions can we hope for a free ani democratic Germany. 


sau |ser zum, President of Local 1, welcomed the 
Committee and pointed out that Germen Americans have always had 
an admirable record in our country's labor movement. He cited this 
committee as added proof. Bro ther /GHVTTLI, Organizer of Local 1, 
spoke on the need of unity of 611 nationsl groups in the constant 
fight against reaction. 


Brother} REINHOLD, only Germen American member of the 
Local's Executivd Board, called for the building of the committee 
and called for a united movement of German Americans in our country. 


| The credit for or zing this committee goes to Brother 
JOE /REI CHEL and Brother CARL /FELLINGER, who were elected chairman 
and secretary respectively. 1 


The following article also appeared in the March, 1944 
issue of the "German American": 


" 6. A. LABOR ON THES AIR 
VeCommittes's Activities in the Fourth 
War Loan Drive 


Under the auspices of the. Aomin American War Finance 
Committee and with the cooperation ен» Station WRL members 
of the Victory Committee of German Américan Trade Unionists spoke 
іп a series of broadcasts, presenting labor's views of why we 
have to back the attack, showing that trade unionists stand 
solidly behind our boys in the front lines, % 


The above article listed the following as speakers: 


© 
БҮ 100-25590 00 > ENTIAL 


MIL foem Member of Local #2, Wlectrical 
Workers Union, A. F. L. 


жою) SCEWUCHOW Seoréary, 
Carpenters Union #2090 
% 


FRED ener- Treasurer of the Victory Committee and 
member of the Joint Board of Fur Dressers 
and Dyers, 0.1.0. 


JOSEPH} REI CHL Member of Waiters Union, 
T Local ғ, A. F. L. 


German American Mress; woman represen- 
tative 


Secretary of the 
German American Imergenay Conference 


ERIC В. poor 
WILLIAM fron / mær 


ALEX pomass Hotel and Club Employees Union, 
Local $6, A. F. L. 


CARL beamer Business agent 


CUSTAVH FABER Executive Secretary of the Victory 
Committee and Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Transport Yorkers Union. 


* These individuals all attended the meeting of the German 
American Victory Committee March 18, 1944, 


The Hotel and Club Voice" the official publication of the 
Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local #6, А.Ғ. of L., published a photo- 
graph in the March 18, 1944 issue, showing members of Local 58m 6 Russian 
War Relief Household Kit Committee who raided money to 7111 140 kite 
for Russian families packing them at Union Headquarters to ship across. 
The individuals appearing in the photograph are ав follows: 


uur 
Anus 
WILLIAM fPANAS 
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GEHLERT 
LOUISH ‘ROBERTSON 
THEODORE FROCKISS ~ and others, 


А copy of the above mentioned photograph is being retained ag 
ane xhibit in this case file. Also being retained as an exhibit is 
the March, 1944 issue of the "German Americen", from which the above 
items are quoted, 


A Балы Informant| Jon April 11, 1944, ladvi гөй Ағалары 


HC JOHN OBERMEIER, President of Local 6, Hotel, Club, and 
Restaurant Employees Union, having been born November 15, 1892 in 
Munich, Germany, was registered as an alien enemy and possessed AER 
Identification #4690122, The informant stated that it was his belief 
that OBERMEIER hed failed to list his association with the now 
defunct Trede Union Unity League, with the Amalgamated Food Workers 
Union during 1935, with the Industrial Food Workers Union during 
1935, and his secret membership in the Commnist Party in register. 
ing as an alien, The informant stated that he vas unable to sub- 
etantiate thé secret membership in the Communist party which he 
alleged to OBERMBIER, but that he was certain of this membership in 
his own mind, and, further, believed that OBERMEIER may possess mem- 
bership in the Communist Party under the name JOHN RAYMOND. 


The informant advised that OBERMPIER attended the Lenin Insti. 
tute in Moscow during 1933 along with — ACHR and that during hie 
attendance at the institute OBERMEIER stayed' with MINOR at tke Tux 
Hotel in Moscow. 


The informant advised that despite OBERMEIER's alien enemy ste- 
tus, this individual has recently travelled extensively by hie 
pergonal automobile without having secured permission of the United 
States Attorney previous to such travel. According to the informent, 
OBERMEIER possessed а 1941 four-door Pontiac automobile bearing New 
York license plates 505705, which plates were issued January 8, 1942, 


The informant stated that OBERMEIER plane to proceed to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin where he will register at the Schroeder Hotel 
on April 17, 1944 іп order to attend a convention of the Executive 
Committee с? the Hotel, Club, and Restaurant Employees Union. The 
informant stated that he 1s certain that OBERMEIER plans to make 
this trip by his personal automobile and further, that ОВЕНМҮТҰН wild 
not secure permission for such travel. 
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Further, in regard to OBERMEIER's background, the informant ad 
vised that this individual is presently attempting to gain citi- 
zenship with the assistance of Congressman VITO}MARCANTONIO, but 
that citizenship 1s being withheld temporarily,! basis section 226, 
This section, of possible reference to the United States Code, 

has not been checked. 


The informant further advised tbat/ B ERVEL ER" ь wife, GHORGETT, 
was born in Stausburg, France, " 


The informant further stated that OBERMEIER had filed declaration 
of intention for citizenship under date of April 25, 1939 in the 
Southern District of New York and that he legally entered the United 
States at New York City from Southampton, England under date of 
S 4, 1923 aboard the SS HA AMSTERDAM 


onfidential Informa | Revised that the subject is President 
of Local #6, Hotel and Club Employees Union, A. F. of L., and that the eub- 
ject has been a member of the Communist Party since the party was founded, 
He advised that OBERMEIER was once employed in Russia by Intourist, a 
Russian Travel Agency, in connection with hotel operation methods. 


This informant also stated that subject was also a delegate 
to the Red Trade Union International іп Moscow in 1933. 


Confidential Informant wised thet he overheard а con- 
versation on March 28, 1944 betwe : New York State Secretary 
of the Communist Party, and LOUI CK, Secretary-Treasurer of Mi strict 
#9, Painters Union, A. F. of L ch WEINSTOCK informed GREEN that he 
was sending in the names of 
Council, А.Ғ. of L.) and МЇ ZWEIER, endorsing the standard taken by 

at а meeting of the Building Trade in the Bronx, This 

info % stated that GIL GREEN indicated he accord with the action 
taken by WEINSTOCK in submitting the names of and OBERMEI ER as en- 
dorsing thie action. 1) 


Тһе recorde of Local Draft Board #271, 29..40 Bell Boulevard, 
Flushing, Long Island, New York, reflected that MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEI FR, 
69.15 178th Street, Flushing, New York, registered for Selective Service 
on April 26, 1942 and has received no classification because of his age. 
The records indicated that OBXRMEIYXR was bofn on November 13, 1892 in 
Munich, Germany, and his wife's name ie given as GEOBGETT. His occupa- 
tion is listed as Hotel and Club Zeployees Union, Local %,701 8th Avenue, 
He states that he has no children and his duties in the union are as follows: 
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"I preside over all union meetings, negotiate 
and supervise the proper execution of union business." 


At 305 Broadway, New York ud mr an en- 
ployee of the Downtown Renting Company, agent for this office building, 


advised that the German American Emergency Conference occupied Room 409 
when it wae founded. She advised further that KURT ROSENFELD died in 

the latter part of 1943 and that the present head of that organization 

is Dr. FELIX AHK. She added thet the organization known as the German 
American Emergency Conference presently occupies Room 307, along with the 
publication office of the "German American." 


. She stated that it is a small office and there are very few 
people working there. The only two of whom she was sure were two girls 
whom she saw quite frequently. У 


ш 
At Room 307 at this address a contacted 
under pretext, at which time she afyised that she is the secretary of Dr. 


FELIX BORNHEIM, the Director of thejGerman American Mergency Conference, 
She Gavised that this wes also the publication office of the German American, 
Isc., a publishing company which is affiliated with several organizations, 
emong them the German American Buergency Conference and the Victory 
Committee of the German American Trade Uni oni sts. 


— ars, Associate Ditor, МЕТЕ VOÉES.ZEITUNG, 227 Fast 
84th Street, New York Oity, a well known social democrat, advised that he 
has помп the subject for many years and considers him, at the very least, 
to be а fellow traveler and possibly a member of the Communiet Party. 

He dtated that 1t is a well known fact that OB ER, who is very in- 
filüential in left wing circles, is a copstatent follower of the party 

line and has been for many years. He advised that the subject's union, 
known as the Hotel and Restaurant employees Union, has a membership of 
approximately 18,000 and he does not consider it to be Communist controlled 
because the Communists actually number only a few and although, including 
ORERMEIZR, they hold influential positions, he did not fel they were in а 
position to control the entire union, 


Mr, KATZ further stated that subject 16 a close friend and 
associate of FELIX BOXSEEIM, the Director of the German American Emergency 
Conference, and that IHR ie closely affiliated with this organization. 
He stated that BOENHNIM. is one of the leaders of the Comuni st movement emong 
Gernan Americans in thie country. He stated that he has seen the subject 
with BOBNHEIM on several occasions end is of the opinion that OBEEMEIER 
receives his instructions from BOENEEIM, who in turn receives instructions 
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from Moscow by way of the Free German Committee in Mexico, Mr. KATZ 
advised that he felt the beason the Victory Committee of the German 
Anericen Trade Unionists was set up to begin with, was in order to secure 
financiel assistance for the German Americm Emergency Conference end at 
the same time to gain control in certain labor unions, 


He advised that he does not consider BI N to be politically 
astute although he plays hie hand in politics whenever the opportunity 
presents itself. However, he thought OBERMEIZR was a man who had to re- 
ceive instructions from someone higher up and would never be in eny real 
position of authority. 


The records of the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization, 
70 Gelumbus Avenue, New York City, reflect that the subject filed a petition 
applying for naturalization on April 25, 1939 in the United States District 
Court, Eastern District of New York, at the time indicating his residence 
to be 69-15 178th Street, Flushing, New York, petition number 350451. Nia 
witnesses were JOHN ASSEL (Assistant Organizer) 5009 Broadway, and HYMAN Y. 
GLICKSTHIN, Attorney, 166 Second Avenue, New York City. Subject stated he 
was born in Munich, Germany on November 13, 1892 and that his last foreign 
residence was SouthHampton, England. Не entered the United States on 


August 4, 1922 at New York City aboard the ship NEW AMSTERDAM, 


In hie application OBERMEIER stated that his only absence from 
the United States since this original entry wes from August 11, 1932 unti] 
Auguet, 1933. 


Subject advised that he married his wife at Strassbourg, France 
on September 27, 1916. 


The records of the Bureau of Criminal Alien Investigation, 
New York City Police Department, 400 Broome Street, reflect that the subject 
was а speaker at a meeting оп May 25, 1929 at Union Square where the Com. 
munist Party and several left wing labor organizations were protesting 
alleged police brutality. 


The records further reflected that the subject's name abveared 
on a national election ballot of the Trade Union Unity League in December 
of 1930, 


The subject was listed as the chairman of the Victory Committee 
of German American Trade Unionists who sponsored the meeting on January 20, 
1942 at the Fraternal Clubhouse, 110 West 48th Street, a meeting hall 
frequently used by the Communist Party. 
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The subject was listed as the president of thg Hotel and 
Club employees Union, A. . of L., Local #6. The subject'5 name anvears 
on а list of invited guests prepared by the/C.I.9. Political Action Committee 
for a conference held at the Park Centrel Hotel on January 14th and 15th, 
1944, The subject was listed as a speaker at a round table discussion on 
March З, 1944, the topic of which discussion was Васі ат, which was sponsored 
by the German American Emergency Conference rni held at the Turnhalle, 
Lexington Avenue and East 85th Street. 


Subject was further listed as a speaker at г conference sponsored 
by the Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, held at the Hotel 
Commodore on June 22, 1942. 


The recorde of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York disclosed 
а report on the subject dated July 12, 1940 indicating thet subject was 
residing at 128 West Glst Street and employed as Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Hotel and Club Workers Union, Local #6, 701 8th Avenue, This revort stated 
that OBERMEIER had lived at this address in а 7-room apartment prior to 1939 
when the present management took over. The report further stated c тн 
V the Hotel and Club Хшо1оуеев Union, Local #6, A.P. of Т, 
vised subject has been with that organi zation since ite inception in 1937, 


A reference listed by subject was the Amalgamated Bank, Union 
Sqvere, which reports that the subject has a bank balance in three figures 


and has hed same singe st, 1926, A personal reference listed by subject 
vas| | 


Following is a description of subjecti 


Name MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER 

Race White 

Sex Male 

Age 51 

Born November 13 (15th - used interchangeably), 
1892 

Place Munich, Germany 

Height 5* 104" 

Weight 210 pounds UN 

% pair Brown (greying) JA 

Byes Brown Kinforman ndicated he believes 
22. to be losing the sight of this 
eye 


CONFIDE 
= 10 = 


ЖҮ 10025590 


Complexion 

Marital Status 
Wife 

Children 

Secial Security No. 


-= PENDING 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION ‘i рей 


At New York, New York 


W411 develop confidantial sources of information and con- 
tinue to report the activities of the Victory Committee of the German 
American Trade Unionists. ) 


Will recontact [Gontsdenaea Informant [fot obtetn any 
additional information he is able to furnish regarding the Communist 


activities of the subject. 


‹ Ad * ғ: > d To tema 
€ 
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cu ormants mentioned in the report of 
ecial Agent dated Mey 18, 1944 at New York, New York, 
re as follow 
b6 m 
s І D 
b7D 


Reouested that his identity be kept 
confidential, 


Det. 
New York City Police Department 


Reguested that his ide 
kept confidential. : 


Letter to the Bureau fibi ( 
New York Meld Division anbot  - 
November 22, 1943 Re: Communist 
Party, U. S. A., New York Meld 
Division; INTERNAL SECURITY . C 
(1,7, file #100..26603-2344) 


{ 
| 
T | 
whose identity is known to | 
he Bureau, 


(U) | 


74 


орта ire 4: | CC ~ SIS Е1 Desk 
«60696104 ` М "2 
Ф — 


«ХУҒСА INFO UNCLASS PER LTR 


* 


x DTD 6/28/2006 


Аи ust 20, 1944 


ri 
ER ЖАБА 


WIA U. 3. „ I AL. PLANS CORP 
ОС х AND 
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Reference la made to the letter of kr. d. A. Cispaman dated at London, 
England, July 27, 1944, Communication 3473, entitled as above, 


For your information the VittoPy Coal t tes of German-anerican Trade 
Unionists, auch is also Жорт а: the ÜexWan-Azerican Council of Trade Unfonists, 
wa. formed in Нем York Gity on i 1, 1942, as an affiliate of the Ger:ann- 

Ae rican dwergeney Conferenee fof") stated purpose of "educating" German war 
prisoners slong antí«Mesi lines, Mace it» inception this organization, which ls 
functioning in а anner which is oeliev.4 


sufficient to warrant its designation 
as а German чо-липівЬ frent organe has participated iu various forms of 


2ugBlan wap relief drives and in types EF activities whieh аге coaensurate with 
those of the Communist Party, U. 8. A. “Ets successor, tha Соли! зё, Political 
Associations 2 


In &ddition to the fact that the presijont of the committee, Michael 
John Obermaier, а Gehman eneny alien, is а high ranking funetionary of the Con- 
wunist political Asseciatilon, it has i determined that many of the socisty's 
members are also closely arfillated the. Cosminist Political Association, 
Likewise the evidence at hand recleets that edoperstion and unity of purpose 
exist between the Committes and itg affiliate, the Üerzan-Aserican Злегрепсу 
Conference as well аз the Gin np red Free Germany kovement in Labin 
-uerica, At the present time the orgunigavion із agitating for tbe establisty.ent 
of a “worker's governaent in Jormany" folðemin: the termination of hostilities. 


LEA с Inthe Light of phe foregoing and begause the Bureau has По relevant 
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о FGA INFO UNCLASS РЕК LTR 


| FQRYICTORY 
Henry 65/28/2006, InvestigattarOGA INFO IS UNCLASS PERI 


rae ТАТЕ! 
United States Department of Justice LTR DTD 5/2/2006,%4% 


American Embassy DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC BAW/CPB/CAK 
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO London, England оу 09-19-2006 


mi NO. July 27, 1944 
Communication No. 3473 PERSONAL 5 
Attention: Liaison Section VIA U.S.ARE ы 


b7C 


f Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


i N 
Re: Victory COMMITTEE OF GERA 
AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS 
ESPIONAGE-G 


pear Sir: 


There is attached hereto for the information ор yie-pdreau 
а copy of a Postal and Telegraph Censorship Submission slik{which was 


made available to me = Lieutenant 


Inasmuch as it is not known whether the Bureau has - 
vio re а а of this, по request is being made of 
concerning the.Allies Inside Germany Council. b? 


D 


А copy of this submission slip is not being retained in 
the files of this office. 


Very truly yours, 


$ У 5 . 
M ж S os AR Ae pe (А. 


{ 4. А. CIMPERMAN | 
Assistant Legal Attache 


ATTACHMENT 
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"a FEDERAL BUREAU ОЙ INVESTIGATION | 


i Eon. — Now York, зва ток o = Ne Ie FILE NO. Tm ЕШ 
REPORT MADE AT ' * ; Pim » REPORT N ВТ. 
New York, New Fork : 


cn 4 
Michasl e ner, Mild ernst Duternal, Security 9 а 


` SYNQRSIS OF FACTS: 


I 
* 


Sab; — 4» Wegistered Alien Enemy; Баға Mani 
с 33, 21892; entered United stages Mug Tenet e Ty m 


faily 69485. EN gets, Flashing, Kew York. 
та) Leng active as left g lésder ій New York labor 
movement and consistent follower of Party lises, Is res 
dent. of al 6, Hotel and Restaurant Unies, ML, Prosi- 
dent e Comittées ef Gornanetsérican Tride Unioniste 
and wetive іп Gornam-American PDxergeney Conférence, beth Е 
Commanipt'fronte. Subject 4з 1925 was а menber of Ne- 
tive Beard: af the Trade Wnion Riucatienal League under oes 
WILLIAM . FOSTHE, member of Workers’ . ж 
LL INFORMATION conn AME ИУ reliable informants to be а seeret member of 
АтЕ [13-21-2006 BY 60 stete Subject was an international ropresgates 
aM / DEG/ CAK st Party from America whe ande тоғай in 
Виза чайег the Red International of Trade Unio, and 
Tateertst,. ж Baseien Travel agency. Subject also reported 
za im attended d INSTITUTE in Moscow during 1933 
as онат 


Po 
nig the Burèsu dated April 20, 12, entitled; 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED. @ 


pi s I, 222. 
re. 7214 Pun 


Ne I. 100957744 


“German-American Trade Union Committee; MICHAEL J. OBERMETER, 
with aliases; Internal Security (0)”, 


Report of Special Agent dated May 18, 1944, 
at New York, New York, entitled: “Victory Committes of 
German-American Trade Unionists; MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, 

with aliases" 


Subject is considered a Key Figure in Commnist activities 
in the New York area. 


This investigation was predicated upon referenced letter 
from the Bureau advising that JOSEPH ZACK, in testifying before tne Dies 
Comittee on September 30, 1939, stated that MICHAEL OBERMEIER was зесге- 
tery of Local 6 of the International Alliance of Hotel Workers and Bar- 
tenders, and that Subject has been a representative of the Communist Party, 
Ue Se A. since the latter was formed, 


D Further information furnished to us that MAURICE L. MALKIN 

in testifying before the Dies Committee on October 13, 1929, stated: 

"The Food Werkers Union, comprising at the present time about 60,000 members 

in New York, is in the A. F. of Le under the head of the Hotel Trades 

Council, They have an agreement with hotels in New York, They are led by 
and MIKE ODERMYER, In fact, MIKE OBERMYER is the Communist Inter- 

па Representative for America and goes to Moscow," 


Additional information furnished the Bureau by an unimown out- 
side source was that Subject is one of the leaders of the New York Joint 
Executive Board of Hotel and Restaurant Workers International Alliance, 

А» Fe of Le and that he was one of the original Communists as well as а 
charter founder of the Trade Union Unity League. 


Subject was reported to have been in attendance at a meeting 
of the political buresm, POLBURO, of the Communist Party on July 12, 1940, 
in New York City. Subject was then identified as secretary of the Joint 
Board of Hotel, Restaurant and Bartenders Unions, Ae Fe of Le, and formerly 
American Communist Party Representative in Moscow at the Red International 
of Labor Unionse 


The purpose of this report is to set forth information cone 
cerning Subject obtained by a comprehensive review of the files in the New 
York Field Division and previous investigation conducted regarding Subject 
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in connection with the investigation of the Victory Committee of Germane 
American Trade Unionists as a Communist front organisation, of which 
Subject is the alleged presidente 


tizens 


The records of the Bureau of the Jmmigration and Naturslisa- 
tion Service, 70 Columbus Атерай, New York, New York reflect that Subject 
filed nis Declaration of Intention for citizenship at the United States 
District Court, Eastern District ef New York, April 25, 1939, stating that 
he was born in Munich, Germany, Novesber 13, 1892, апа that his last foreign 
residence was Southampton, England, 


Subject entered the United States on August 4, 1923, at New 
York City, aboard the NEW AMSTERDAM, At the time of his application, 
Subject listed his address as 69-15 176th Street, Flushing, New York. His 
witnesses were as follows; 


JOHN ASSEL, 
Labor Organizer 
5009 Broadway 


HYMAN М. GLICKSTEIN, 
Attorney 


New York City 


Subject stated that his wife, GEORGETTE, was born in Stras 
France. Subject stated that his only absence from the United States since 
his original entry was from August 11, 1932, until August 1933. 


The records of the New York Field Division diselosed that 
Subject. on February 25, 1942, filed an application fer a Certificate of 
Identification as a German Enemy Alien and was given Alien Fnemy Registration 
Noe 4690122, At the time Subject stated that he still has a mother, brother, 
and sister residing in nich, Germany. He indicated that he hed como to 
the United States thirty years previously and that he was opposed to the 
National Socialist regime in Germany, 


ective Service 
The records of Local Board 271, 39-40 Bell Boulevard, Flushing, 
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New York, reflect that MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, 69445 178th Street, Fl 
Long Island, New York, registered on April 26, 1942. Subject stated that 
he was born in Manich, Germany, November 13, 1892. His occupation was 
listed as president of the Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local 6, 

70l Eíghth Avenue, New Yorke 


Subject further advised that he was married and has no childrens 
The @nties of his office in the Union were as follows: 


"I preside over all Union meetings, negotiate contracte and I supervise 
the proper execution of Union business." 


Persona) History 


In the American labor "Who's Who" published in 1925, it i» 
stated that MICHAEL J. OBERMETER was an executive member of the Inter- 
natienal Workers in the Amalgamated Food Industry since 1918. He was a 
member of the Executive Board of the Trade Union Educational League since 
19235 He was a member of the New York Union Labor Council since 1922, 


Subject was born November 12, 1892, in Munich, Germany. Не 
attended public school im Bavaria for four years, and a clerical seminary 
for опе yeare He has worked in hotels and restaurantes in Switzerland, Italy, 
France, England, South America and the United States, 


Subject is author of а publication entitled: "The History of 
Hotel Workers Union in New York", He was a member of the Workers Party 
and resided at 71 West 106th Street, New York, New Yorke 


It is noted that the Trade Union Educational League was founded 
by WILLIAM 2. FOSTER, former president of the Commnist Party, 0. Se Aep 
&nd recently elected vice president of the Communist Political Association. 


In connection with the dates, it is noted that the dates 
furnished above indicate Subject was in the United States prior to August 4, 
1923, when in his application for citizenship, he stated that he originally 
entered the United States, 


On August 24, 1942, OTTO SCHATZ, editor of the Geneva Associa- 
tion pubfication, Habel табар; advised Special Agent[ 44 25 
was welleecquainted with Subject's activities for the past 25 years or 
more, He stated that Subject came originally from Munich, Germany and 
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entered this country prior to the First World War, at which time he was 
active politically as either a Socialist or a member of the International 
Workers of the World, He stated that Subject was organiser and leader of 
the Amalgamated Hotel Workers Union in 1918 at the time they had а city- 
wide strike, He indicated that the Amalgamated Union had been formed in 
opposition to the A. F. of L. Union organized in the hotel industry. 


Subject was active in the Amalgamated Union in organising 
bar and epeakeasy werkers in 1932 and incorporating them in Local 16 of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Buployees International Alliance and Bartenders 
International League of America, A. F. of Oe 


In 1938, Subject was the leading spirit in the formation of 
the Hotel and Workers Union, which was affiliated with the Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employees International Alliance and Bartenders International League 
of Americae 


Mro SCHATZ advised that Subject has made two trips to Russia, 
On the first occasion, he was a stewart on the 5. S. LEVIATHAN, but re- 
turned to this country and took his wife and children back to Russia 
where they lived for several years. While there, he stated Subject worked 
with the INTOURIST Company in connection with hotel operation methods, 
Subject, he stated, was supposed to have gone to India and South Africa as 
a Communist Party Representative, Іп India, Subject was alleged te have 
attended or at least to have had some connection with the All Indie 


Congress е 


In South Africa, Subject was an organiser in Johannesburg 
and subsequently was either ejected or asked to leave that city. It was not 
clear to Informant whether Subject was a union organiser or an organiser 
for the Commonist Party while he was іл Johannesburge 


Neighborhood Investigations 


residing at 
ed Special Agent % 


Јес? re 8 е at 69415 178th Street end had 11 
since about June 1940. she stated that Subject had a — 8 
whe had recently graduated from Hunter College and was presently atten 

Ames College, Ames, Iowa. 


She stated that Subject also has a son who is presently working 
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іп a national defense plant in Watervleit, New York. This son has not 
resided with Subject since the latter moved to his present address. 


„въ: that Subject's wife has а reputation in 
the neighb g of French nationality. She recalled а conversae 
tion with Subject'auife in September 1942 when Mrs. OBERMEIER indicated 
that she and her daughter had traveled first class to Europe and that it 
was much cooler in Moscow than it was in New York City. Informsnt stated 
that she was not acquainted with the business or other activities of the 
Subject. 


Communist activitics 


The Dies Committee reports reveal that ROBERT PITCOFF, а 
former member of the Communist Party, testified to his knowledge, that 
Subject was a member of the Communist party. 


Confidential Informan known to the Bureau, a former 
member of the National Committee o е st on Fe 18 
1944, was interviewed by Special agents 
The following is а verbatim transcript of this interview 
ch pe ed to the Subjects 


"Qe As far as he (Subject) is concerned, you have related that he was 
&ctively working under the Food Workers at the time of 
the TUUL. Do you know of any of OBERMEIER's history prior to this 
time? 


Ae He was active over in Europe in the Communist Party. I don't 
know just where, He was ín Germany, France and Russia, but what other 
countries, I don't know. He was active in the Party Movement in those 
countries for quite a long time. Не із an old hotel many speaks 
German, English and French, He might spesk Spanish e little but he is 
a linguiste 


Qe Do you know whether he reported the ТІЛІ, Conference in Moscow in 
1930 or 1921? 


Ae It was about that time he was over there, He was in Moscow and 
Hamburg at the RILU (Red Internationale of Labor Unions)e ‘They had a 
convention I think in Hemburg and he was actively working in that departe 
ment for quite & long time, 
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"Qe То you know of any conference he attended in India in behalf of the 
Party? 


Ао НӨ 


Qe Do you know about his organising work іп South Africa аз а represene 
tative of the Party? 


Ао Ne 


Qe Do you know of апу official connection with Intourist Agency іп 
Russia? 


Ae I only knew what I have heard. I only knew heresay with respect to 
it and I don't want to give the һегевау„ Т don't know it to be a 
facte 


Qe That brings us up to the period 1935, Didn't OBFRMEIER go into 
the Hotel and Restaurant Workers 16? 


Ae Yes ~ No е Let's see, Did he go into 16 or 89. Let's see, You 
see OBERMEIER's union was divided between two groups, 16 and 89, 

BILL ALBERTSON went in ав secretary of Local 16 end they set up а 
joint organisation committee which had ite headquarters on 

near 52nd Street. ОВЕНМЕТЕН was one of the organisers in charge of 
that, once contributing money to be used in an intensive drive to 
organize New York, and spproximately % appropriated to ore 
ganise the Food workers,  OBERMEIFR worked together in that 
organisation committee and as а result o ergenisation апа drive 
they began a drive in the hotel, Тһе drive got under way ~ ОВЕНМЕТЕН 
was formerly a hotel man, And he formerly worked with the old Anal- 
gamated Food Workers. He became a direct organizer of the hotel, 

There was а German fellow who was a member of the Party, whose name 

I can't recall at the moment. His hair is as white as cotton and he 
is а big fellow, an old man, who works in the effice and has been а 
Party member for a long timee It starts wi 

something like that, He із an old hotel chief, ‘they were e 
gaged in the organisation of the hotel industry, That was their specife 
ic assignment. They were on the payroll on that basise 


Qe OBERMEIER was one of those respongi the formatien 
of Local 6 along with 
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"Ae Ne, I recommended him fer that position, He was a member of the 
uptown local, and they asked me to recommend a negro for that work, ani 
I recommended for that job, which he holds now in Local 6, 


Qe Right from the start, in other words, Local 6 has been entirely 
dominated by the Commnist Party? 


Ae That is right. It was organized by them, They controlled every 
officer with the exéeption of the section chairman and others who were 
not members, Practieally all the officers from top to bottom are 
meubers. 


Qe How do you explain the split-away from Local 167 In other words, 
they have just about the same jurisdiction? 


Ae There was quite a bit of controversy in the International as to 
who should have jurisdiction over the hotels in New Yorke 16 claimed 
jurisdiction of the hotels after the Hotel and Resteurant Committee 
began work. Money was appropriated at that time by the International 
Union for an organisational drive in New York City. They wanted to 
boost their membership. ‘They were subsidized locally where their 
possibilities of organising were good. New York got an appreciable 
share of the moneys allocated for organisational work. Тһе work got 
under way and they got entrenched in the hotels in 16 by virtue of the 
charter which i sessed that they should have jurisdiction of the 
hotele е and OBERMEIER and other groups were at swords= 
point with other groups within 16 and the result was that 
they appealed to the International for a separate charter, the Intere 
national Executive Board ck d the granting of a special charter for 
them at that time despite the protest of 16. 


Qe w aT |, the General Executive Board of the Intere 
nati а 


Ae Мо. That was prior to 1928. They became members in 1938, They 
got their charter, I think, in 1937 or the latter part of 1936. 


Qe During the time they were on the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party, OBFRMETER е 


Ae (Interrupting) Put National Committee, but they might not be 
identified properly, 


Qe All right. National Committee, OBERMEIER was during this time 
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b6 meeting wita| Jana other members of the Food fraction, right? 


b7C 
Ae Yes, that is right. 


Qe Did he have any official connection with the Party? 


Ae ОВЕНМЕТЕЙ wasn't a member of the National Committee during the time 
he was a member. Не was a member of the Trade Unity Commission of the 
National Cena tte but not a National Committee member at that time, 
and I doubt if he is one пош 


Y Qe Because of the fact he is inferior to[ ] and always has been? 
с Ae That is right. Не had а lot of foreign connectionse For example, 
with that colored mayor from Sorbonne in Paris, who is now in a Germen 
concentration camp, who came to New York, He and OBERMEIER toured the 
city, They came up to my house at that time. We Шай a little 

party ~ a reception for them because he was a member of the Communist 
Party in France and I also entertained one of the members of the French 
Chamber of Deputies prior to Hitler's over-throw of the French Governe 
mente I was trying the other day to think of those persons, They were 
influential members of the Party who knew OBERMEIER in France, 


Qe Do you know of any Commmnist activities on the part of OBERMEIER 
outside of the Trade Union? 


Ae "hat is ell he has been active in, All his life in the Trade Union 
field. He hasn't taken any part otherwise except as a trade union in 
United Front activities. 


Qe Has he been active in the GermaneAmerican Trade Union Victory 
Committee? 


Ae He has and was instrumental in organizing that group because he 

was interested in geting together GermaneAmericans for political reasons 
and he has been active because he is German and Jewish and speaks the 
language and knows the whole procedure, 

Qe Do you know whether or not he is a citizen? 

Ae Т don't know, 

Qe По you know anything about the family of OBERMEIER? 

Ae I was at his house on two or three different occasions. I met 


his wife and one or two of his children, If I can remember just where 
- 9 « | 
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"it ie = It is below 59th Street, just off Columbus Avenue, but I 
don't remember the street. We used to have fraction meetings at his 
house. 


Confidential Informant known to the Bureau, on 
June 1, 1944, advised Special Agent that Subject has been a 
member of the Communist Party since sometime in 1920. Prior to 1938, he 
stated that he frequently saw Subject at the State Commmist Party Heade 
quarters and at the Irving Plaza Offices of the Commmist Party. 


Subject was a fiequent visitor at the office of 
а well-known Commnist in New York. Informant stated that Subjec 
attending meetings of the National and State Committees of the Communist 
Party about 1938 and alse stopped visiting Communist headquarters, mis was 
in line with the instructions which the Party gave at that time to all top 
labor leaders who were members of the Party. 


Informant further advised that he saw Subject in Moscow, 
Russia in 1930 at which time Subject was representing the Trade Union Unity 
League, He mew of no other Russian trips made by Subject. 


Informant further advised that Subject had recently edited a 
book on the Bartenders! Union which is largely Coamnist propaganda, 


Confidential Inf ornant | оп April 11, 1944, advised that the 
Subject 18 president of Local 6, Hotel, Club and Restaurant Employees 
Union, A. Fe of Le Informant stated that he believed that Subject had 
felled to list his association with the now defunct Trade Union Unity 
League, with the Amalgamated Food Workers Union during 1935, with the 
Industrial Food Workers Union during 1935, and his secret membership in 
the Communist Party in registering ав an enemy alien born in Munich, Germany, 


Informant advised that he was unable to substantiate the 
secret membership in the Communist Party which he alleged to Subject, but 
he was certain of this in his om mind and further believed that Subject 
may possess menbership in the Party under the name "John Raymond". Не 
stated that Subject attended the Lenin Institute in Moscow during 1933 
along with ROBERT MINOR, and that during his attendance at the Institute, 
Subject stayed with MINOR at the Lux Hotel in Moscow. 


Informant further advised, despite Subject's Alien Enemy 


status, Subject has recently traveled extensively by his personal auteng-~ 
bile, without securing the permission of the United States Attornsy previous 


e 10 =» 


b2 
b7D 


N. T. 100-2744 


to such travel. According to Informant, Subject possesses а 1941 four- 
door Pontiac, bearing New York License plates 5Q 5703, which plates were 
issued January 8, 1943. 


Informant further alleged that Subject was presently attempte 
ing to gain oitisenship with the assistance of Congressman Vita Mareantonio, 
but that citizenship had been withheld from him up to the present time, 

He stated that Subject was very anxicus to secure citisenship and went to 
great peins to hide his alien status from other individuals in the labor 
movenente 


RUDOLPH KATZ, associate editor of the publication NEUE VOLKS- 
ZEITUNG, 227 East 84th Street, Wew York, New York, а well-known social 
democrat, advised that he was familiar with the Subjectts activities over 
a long period of time, having known hin personally for about the past fif- 
teen years. He stated that at very least Subject was а fellowetraveler, 
and possibly a secret member of the Commenist Party, He indicated that 
it was well known that Subject, who is very influential in left wing labor 
movement, is a consistent follower of the Party line and has been since 
the inception of the Communist Party. 


Mr. KATZ advised that Subject is a very close friend and ase 
sociate of FELIZ BOENHEIM, director of the German-American Emergency Con» 
ference, and that Subject is closely affiliated with this organisation, He 
indicated that BOENHEIM is one of the leaders of the Communist movement among 
the GermaneAmericans in this country and through Subject recently organised 
a Communist front organization for the purpose of securing funde, which 
organisation is nom as the Victory Committee of German-American Trade 
Unionists, with Subject as ite elected president. 


Informant advised that he has seen Subject with BOENHEIM on 
several occasions and is of the epinion that Subject, who is not politically 
astute, receives his instructions from BOENHEIM, who in turn acts umder 
orders from Moscow by way of the Free German Committee located in Mexice, 


Confidential Inf ornant— a prominent labor leader in New 
York City, stated that he has known Subject for at least ten years and 
considers him to be one of the most dangerous Communists in the United 
States, He stated that he has good reason to believe Subject is an inter- 
national representative of the Communist Party in Moscow and works directly 
under its instructions, independent of the Communist Party, Ue Se Ae He 
stated that although Subject's activities probably have been curtailed 
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somewhat since the start of the present war; that prior to this tine, 
Subject traveled all over the world as a trouble-shoo&er for the Qommunist 
Party, Informant further stated that Subject denies any affiliations with 
the Communist Party &t the present time and defies anyone to prove that he 
is а member and he is careful to avoid contacts with known Communists or 
to make any move that would brand him as such, 


Although it is generally acknowledged ім labor seheols that 
Subject is a prominent Communist even though he does not attend Communist 
meetings, Informant advised that he has good reason to know that Subject 
is completely cruel, coldeblooded and absolutely ruthless and will stop at 
nothing for the good of the Party, and that he is one of the oliest and 
most consistent followers of the Commmnist Party line in this countrye 


Confidential Informant| lotsted that Subject is president 
of Local 6 of the Hotel and Restaurant Exployees Union, Ae Fe of Les and 
а member of the local joint executive board of the Hotel and Bartenders 
Union and the acknowledged leader of the left-wing faction of this boarde 


stated that 
and that Mrs, ОВЕНМЕТЕЙ once remarked to his wife that her husband would 
often leave home without telling her anything about where he was going or 
when he would be bask, She stated that she was always worried when he was 
gone on these long trips, since it was “Party business". 


Confidential Informan advised that Subject has been a 
member of the Communist Party since the Party was founded, and that Subject 
was once employed in Russia by Intourist, a Russian Travel Agency, in. 
connection with hotel-operation methods, Informant also stated that Subject 
was a delegate to the Red Trade Union International held in Moscow, Russia 
in 1933, 


Confidential Informan advised that LOUIS WEINSTOCK, 
eecretary-treasurer, District 9, ters Union, Ae Fe of L., contacted 
GILL GREEN, New Y New York, who is State Secretary of the Communist 
Par on March 28 ә and told GREEN that he was sending in the names 
of and MIKE OBERMEIER, endorsing the stand taken by 

а meeting of the building trade in the Bronx. GREEN 
indicated that he was in accord with the action taken by WEINSTOCK in 
submitting the names of[ land Subject as endorsing this action, 


Confidential Infornant ] furnished a copy of a letter signed 
by Subject, Mr. OBERMIERE, organiser for the workers, Workers’ Party of 
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America, dated May 26, 1922, announcing а general meeting of all Workers 
Party members in the food industry to be held on June 1, at 81 Kast Tenth 
Street. (It is noted that this confirms previous information furnished by 
Informants that Subject was an organizer in the food industry as this letter 
indicates. The letter is being retained as an exhibit in this case file 

in the New York Office.) 


Subject!'s name appeared on a national election ballot of the 
Trade Union Unity League in December 1930. Subject was listed as tne chair- 
man of the Victory Committee of the German-American Trade Unionists, who 
sponsored а meeting on January 30, 1943, at the Fraternal Club House, 
100 West 48th Street, Нет York, NewYork, a meeting hall frequently used by 
the Communist Party. 


The records of the New York Field Division revealed that 
Subject was vice chairman in 1942 of the Trade Union Committee in the elec- 
tion of Wine-theeWar candidates, 


On April 17, 1943, he was a guest of honor at the United 
Nationa in America dinner given by the American Committee for the protection 
of the Foreign Borne 


Information was recei November 1, 
1943, to the effect that Subject and both of Local 6, 
Hotel Employees Union, made statements ect that the operation of 


the war has been badly mishandled and that at the rate we were goings 
Germany would surely defeat us if we had to fight on our own, Informant 
stated that both of the above-listed individuals are anti-American and 
readily pronounced in their "to hell with America® attitude, 


Subject is listed as a member of the advisory board, Japanese= 
American Committee for Democracy. 


Confidential Informent[|  |previouely listed in this report, 
on October 8, 1943, advised that ROSE WORTIS of the Communist Party contacted 
of the American Labor Party and stated that he 
would like to get Subject te head his trade c of the Ae Le Pe 
WORTIB advised that he should talk to "Mike" and try to get him to 
take over the assignment. 


Subject, listed as president of the Victory Committee, German 


American Trade Union Unionists, is listed as a signer of the manifesto 
issued by tbe Free German Movement in the United States, 
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Subject spoke at а congress of the National Council of American-Goviet 
Friendship, Incorporated, at the Hotel New Yorker, New York City, on 
November 7, 1943, and is reported to have said that the rank and file of 
the A. Fe of Le were for unity with the Soviet Trade Unions, even though 
the leadership of the А, Fe of Le bad fought against ite He also praised 
the Soviet Trade Unions and urged closed cooperation with them, 


Confidential Informant| ^ 1  ]known to the Bureau, has 
furnished reports indicating in his opinion Subject is a Communist and 
stating that the German-American Trade Union Trade Committee, of which 
Subject is president, is definitely а Communist front organisatien. 


Subject is listed as а signer’ of а set of resolutions, support- 
ing the Ae Fe Le committee to promote unity and cooperatién of the United 
Nations. 


[jon уау — си reported — — is & cohort zi | 
and made a trip 2 1936 and dees not deny membership the 


Commit Party. stated that he was a New Yerk City detective 
when furnishing this information. 


MICHAEL OBERMEIER, New York City secretary of the Joint 
Restaurant Workers Union, А. F. of L., іп 1940, із reported by a reliable 
source to be the former American Communist representative in Moscow at the 
Red International Labor union, who was also present at a meeting of а 
Communistic nature in San Francisco, 


The DAILY WORKER dated October 15, 1929, contained a statement 
to the effect that complete endorsement of the candidates of the program 
of the Communist Party in the New York mayoralty election was voted at a 
hotel and cafeteria workers branch of the Amalgamated Workers Union, 

133 West Ast Street, New York City. ‘This article stated that the en- 
dorsement of the Commnist candidates was unanimous. The meeting also 
endorsed a drive to unionize New York cafeterias. 


Subject, organizer of the union, commenting on the endorse- 
ment of the Communist program and candidates, said: "We cafeteria workers 
know who (лг enemies are, and we also know who our friends аге," 


The DAILY WORKER dated April 9, 1943, reflects that Subject 
was а sponsor at a rally held at Madison Square Garden, condemning discrimina= 
tion against Negroes. Other speakers were JOSEPH CURRAN, National Maritime 
Union; FERDINAND SMITH, National Maritime Union, and SAUL MILIS, Greater New 
York Industrial Union Council, 
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The DAILY WORKER dated July 3, 1943, contains a story en 100 officers and 
business agents of the A. F. of Le who cabled "Heartfelt and Brotherly 
Oreetíngs" to their SHVERNIK, Head of All-Union Central Council of Trade 
Unions, Moscow, which was one of the features of a drive sponsored by the - 
DAILY WORKER entitled; "Trip to Russia“. Опе of the names on the list of 
signers of this cable was M. J. OBERMEIER, Joint Executive Board, Culinary 
Unions, New York City. 


The NEW YORK TIMES dated May 1, 1929, contains an article 
stating that a motion against SAM KRAMBERG and MIKE OBERMEIER of the Strikers 
Committee f the Hotel, Restaurant and Cafeteria Workers branch of the 
Amalgamated Food Workers was presented by NATHANIEL PHILLIPS, counsel for 
the WILLOW CORPORATION, before Supreme Court Justice AARON J. LEVY.  PHIL- 
LIPS offered to produce an affidavit that OBFRMEIER had at strike meetings 
made fiery speeches, attecking the American goverment, prising the Soviet 
government and calling on strikers to disregard Justice LEVY's injunction, 


In the June 16, 1929 issue of the NEW YORK TIMES, an article 
set forth the fact that Subject and SAM M were cited for contempt 
of court. The article further stated that picketing of the Willow Cafeterias 
had been conducted by members of the Needleworkers Industrial Union, the 
International Labor Defense, and the United Council of Working Women, all 
organisations affiliated with the Communist movement, 


An article dated May 18, 1929, indicated that SAM KRAMBERO 
&nd Subject were found guilty of contespt of court and advised disobedience 
to an injunction issued by the Supreme Court, New York State. 


An article dated June 2, 1929, stated that KRAMBERG and 
Subject had indicated that they would rather go to jail than pay the fine 
imposed upon them for contempt of court. It is to be noted that SAM 
KRAMBERG is a known Communist member of the State Committee of the Communist 
Party and more recently Communist Political Association, 


On February 4, 1941, an article appeared in the New York Times 
indicating that the Hotel and Restaurant Employees International Alliance, 
Ae Fe Of Le, parent body of 14 culinary unions in this city, had suspended 
all former functions of the Joint Executive Board, and ordered investigation 
of conflicts between Communist and anti-Communist factions represented oa 
the Board. 


FFF the Hotel and Restecrant 
Employees International ве, orme е Joint Executive Board that 
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the International would investigate the situation at the end of the month, 
During the sus of work, the Joint Executive Board will be conducted 
by representing the Right Wing Faction, and MICHAEL J. 

0 ‚ representing the alleged Communist or Left Wing, me suspension 
order is the result of the intensification of the factional fight follow» 
ing the capture of the Board by the Communist Left Wing Faction, and the 
secession from the Board of six of the fourteen unions, These uni ens 
charged that the Board had come under Communist control, 


The NEN YORK WORLD TELEGRAM dated May 25, 1944, in a syndicated 
article by staff writer FREDERICK WOLTMAN, under the caption "Green Puts 
А. Fe L. O. Ко on Communist Book", states as follows: 


"Despite their abhorrence of Comunism, President William Green and 
Secretary GEORGE MEANY of the American Federation of Labor have put 
their official blessing on a book written and mblished by the Communists, 
who have been trying to capture one of the large АРІ, international а, 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employees! Alliance and Bartenders Inter- 
national League of America". . . „ "Its authors are MICHAEL J. OBER- 
MEIER and JAY RUBIN, both long-active Communists in labor circles here, 


presents labof fi Stary b i Sete Toi gn oftictas it tpat, the book 
intended to solidify the Comunist faction in the International, The 

book was printed privately by the Historial Union Association, Incorporated, 
set up for the purpose by the Communist group in the International, accord- 
ing to the article, 


The records of Special Squad 1, New York City Police Depart- 

ment, 400 Broome Street, New York Ci contained information furnished by 
woo wader the nama ЕССЕ andes жы а leading negro 
Y Communist Party, liste an individual known to 


him as definitely being a top flight member of the Commmnist Party. Не 
stated that he based his positive identification on leading members of 
the Communist Party by saying that he had seen them at secret meetings of 
the Communist Party where Union leaders and high Communist party officials 
were present and no one but ranking Commnists would have been admitted, 


It is noted that this interview by the New York Police Depart- 
ment was conducted after а series of articles appeared in the NEW YORK WORLD 
TELEORAM by FREDERICK WOLTMAN from March 20th to March 24, 1944, containing 
information furnished by GEORGE HEWITT, alias TIM HOLMES. 
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The records of the Bureau of Criminal Alien Investigation, New York City 
Police Department, 400 Broome Street, New York, New York, reflected that 
Subject was a speaker at a meeting on May 25, 1929, in Union Square, where 
the Communist Party and several loft wing labor organisations were proteste 
ing against Police brutality in quelling tne Communist May Day celebration. 


The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York disclosed 
а report on the Subject dated July 12, 1940, indicating that he was reside 
ing at 128 West 6lst Street, and employed as secretary-treasurer of the 
Hotel and Club Workers Union, Local 6, 701 Mehta Avenue, New York, New 


Yorke 
This report further stated that Subject had lived at this ad- 
b6 dress іп a seven-room apartment prior to 1 when the present management 
b7C took overe It was stated that bookkeeper at the above mentioned 


union, advised that Subject has n with that organisation since its ime 
ception in 197%. 


References listed by Subject were as follows: 


New York, New york 
(Subject has & bank balance in three figures and has had 
since August 1936) 


The following description of the Subject was obtained from 
various sourcess 


MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, with aliases 
Michael Je Obermeier, Mike Obermeier 


N. Yo 100957744 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New York, New Yorks 


Will check the records in the United States Attorney's Of 
fice, Eastern District of New York, to ascertain-4f Subject has filed appli- 
cation for travel permits in —— with his status as an alien enemy, 


»^ "P as 
Will continue to se and re Cemmunistio activities of 
the Subject. 


PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 


At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 
Will ascertain from the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalisation, 


the number of trips and duration of said trips to Europe on the part of the 
Subject. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Тһе Confidential Informants referred to in the report of 
Speeial Agent made at New York, New York, dated 
August 2, 1944, are as follows: 


confidentially connected with Special 
Squad 1, New Y Department, who was contacted 
by Special Agent oB April 11, 1944. 


Hotel and Restaurant Employees Alliance and Bartenders Inter- 
national League, Ae Fe of Le, 20 West 42nd Street, York, 
who was introduced to the writer by Detective mentioned 
abovee 


mm a letter to the Bureau from the New York Field Division 

ted November 22, 1943, entitled "Communist Party, United 
States of americas Internal Security (С)” New York File 
100«06603«2344, 


— 


ie an original mimeo ed letter dated May 26, 1922, ob- 
tained by Special Agent from а review of old 
Bureau of Investigation es the New York Field Division, 
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Ф Sieheral Bureau of Investiga 
United States Department uf Justice 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED August 1, 1944 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 
TAM/DCG/CAK. 


Pa Director, FBI 
gh MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, wase 
; RE: ЯҚСИКХХХХИКХХЕК 


INTERNAL SECURITY (с) 
Dear Sir: A: (Key Figure) 


It із jrecommended that a Security Index card be prepared 
relative to thetindividual named below: 


Name: MICHAEL кен и 
Aliases: Michael ЈУ Obermeier, Mike бьетпезег 


Residence Address: 00-25 eth Street 
Flushing, New York 


Business Address: 701 Eighth Avenue 
New York, New York 


Native Born Х__ Alien Naturalized 


— — АЯ German Miscellaneous 


Fascist (Italian) Japanese 


Date of Birth 


Place of Birth Munich, Ge 

Entered U. 8. 8/4/23 .at New York, New York 
Naturalized (date) 

Naturalized (place and Court) 


Very truly yours, 


Ee Ee um 


"RERO ieri, 


ES INFORMATION с ТАЗЕ 
ÉREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEM 


Ce Мет 521-2006 BY. 6094 


Director, FBI 
Attention: F. B. I. MOE 
SAC, New York 


4 n Ф V | 
"S SUBJECT: MICHAEL JOHN OB s Nas. Michael Michael J. wi: 
k^ қ e Qbermeier, Mike Obermaier ~ 


g | INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 7g. о ОО Сы 


In accordance with Bureau instructions, there аге being tran 


mitted herewith two copies of Subject's photograph tegether with specimens tun p. 


has handwriting for inclusion in the National Security File. 


Enelosures 3 


Michele BI. aO Petre. DP 27 


вий. аса i 
NO ANS. мест (? а жй 5 вар, 


n P/ARETAINED IN LAB A 
7 3 AUG 20 deae SA е 
4 4 wp: MFR `. | 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED J 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/Auc М 
TAM/ DCG САК ! 

/ 


{ 
4 


МОТТСЕ 


DOCUMENT CANNOT BE SCANNED 


DESCRIPTION 


O AFMATIVES _____ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AuC 
TAM/DCG/CAK 


D 


By M. J. OBERMEIER 
/ AUC President, Local 6 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Tis case ORIGINATEO AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK МҮ ru N. 100557744 eah 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY b6 
n Led опт (34 ы [ |] '* 


MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, with aliases 


үл 


j 


KEY FIGURE b2 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Confidential Inf ornant reports subject was et 


charter member of Central Committee of Comum- 
ist Party, USA, 1919. Known to have travelled 
extensively and reported to have appeared ín mm- 
ereus areas where Communist inspired strikes oc- 
curring, possibly acting under instruetions of 
the Communist Party. 


MILL INFORMATION CONTAINED >P 
EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED b2 
DA Refeyendet-2006 BY дерек at бреда! agent[ tte b6 
TAM/ DCG/ САК 8/2/44 at New York City, 575 
Details; ; 
^7*Oonfidential Informant whose identity is known 
to the Bureau, furnished a report dated 53, to the Hotel 
and Club Union, А.Ғ. of L., Local 6, MICHAEL JjJOBRENEIER, 
president, Secretary-Treasurer,. ‘This report stated: ` 


“Та the Past, MICHAEL J. OBERMEIER has reported that 
membership in the union is about 15,000, with income derived from monthly 
dues, with rates at $2, per month, for skilled workers and $1.75 per month 
for non-skíilled workers. ОВЕНМЕТЕН declined to submit a current financial 
report. This union is located at 701 Sth Avenue, and maintains accounts 


at the Federation Bank and Trust Company, 34th Street, and the Amalgamated 
Bank, Union Square.” Я 


с. Cogfideńtial Informan further furnished a report b2 
dated ы рау yaining to the International Catering Workers Group, b7D 


Ince, “аф its President, the subject, MICHAEL J. OBERMETER, 
d y 7 
APPROVED AND CC езх 8 ЕЗ ee, DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPI Cee 3 УУ, 
з-за, 
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New York 100-57744 


(German) , — us President (Italian) .... фесге- 
tary Treasurer (Jewish). 8 report stated: 


"This union maintains offices at 16 West Ast Street, New 
York City, and has been there since June 1, 1929, prior to that time being 
located at 133 West Slst Street. This is a New York corporation, operating 
as a union membership organization, which was founded “pril 24, 1929» The 
officers and members are enployed as waiters and chefs in various hotels 
throughout the city.” 


The following mation concerning the subject was sup- 
plied by Confidential Informant 


[ advised that MIKE OBRMEIER was a German Jew, age 50, 
height 5'10", wight 200 lbs., black hair, grey eyes, with right eye partly 
closed, and a heavy beard. Informant described OBERMEIER as a "smooth talk~ 
өг", excellent diplomat for the-Communist Party, and at the present time fin- 
ancial Secretary-Ireasurer of Local 6, Hotel and Hestaurant Workers Union, 

А. Fe of L., also Secretary of the local Joint Executive Board of the Hotel 
and Hestaurant Workers Union and Bartenders International Alliance of Americae 
Informant advised OBERMEIER had recently purchased a home in Jamaica, Long 
Island, and stated that he was a former waiter and that his activity in the 
unions of the catering business dated back to 1915. He stated that the sub- 
ject was chairman of the Strike Committee during the general hotel strike in 
New York City during 1918. 


Confidential Informant advised that about 1932 OBERMEIER 
was sent to Russia by the Communist Party stayed there two yearse During 
the time he has lived in the United States, the subject has made several trips 
abroad as a waiter working on ships, possibly under instructions of the Com 
munist Partye The informant stated that OBERMEIER was in China at the time 
of the Comunist rebellion; in Vienna at the time of the Socialist Rebellion 
against Chancellor Dollfuss; and that he was in charge of fod and lodging for 
the hunger march Washington, D.C. during President Hoover's administra~ 
tion. Informant vised that the subject was in Tampa, Florida during 
the general strike of the unions there, and prior to that time, the subject 
was in Pittsburg, Pa., at the time of the steel strike. 


According ^о "onfidential Informant[ | OBERMEIZR has 
always worked or acted as a high emissary for the Communist Party, and was 
on the Central Committee of the first Communist Party of America in 1919. 
OBERMEIER claims responsibility for the elevation of EARL BROWDER to the 
General Secretaryship of the Communist Party in the United States. 
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New York 100-57744 


Confidential Informant, Irepor ted a conversation with 
the subject on October 24, 1940, when he stated ОРЕНМЕТЕН was disturbed 
over the fact that the New York Supreme Court had removed fran the ballot 
the names of the Communist Party candidates, EARE“EROWDER and JAMES-TORD. 


On November 10, 1940, overheard a conversation between 
Communist members in the Spanish Branch, Madison Ávenue, in which they 
discussed the fact that MIKE OBERMEIER, Secretary-Ireasurer, Local 6, although 
not a Party member, contributed financially to the Communist Party and in re- 
turn received advice and instructions in tactics along the “arty line in con- 
ducting affairs of his locale 


Informant ГЫ pertained to а соп- 
versation on August 20, 1940, Stenographer and Re- 
ceptionist in the Local Joint Executive board of the Hotel and Restaurant 


Employees, 11 West 42nd Street, during which conversation she stated that 
OBERMEIER, who is Secretary of the Board, is a rabid Communist. 


| Informant|  ]reported on November 16, 1940 tha 

— formerly employed by the Local Joint Executive Board as Receptionist, 
was discharged after it was learned that she was using her position to engage 
in union espionage, under the orders of OBERMETER. 


Informant reported on December 1940 that 
had returned Informant 


[ — ]eta at ately after her return, she had a conference with OHER~ 
MEIER and both officials of Local 6. 


On December 9, 1940, Informant reported that he had as- 
certained that OBERMEIER was contemplating organiz the World War Veterans 
of Local 6 into an American Legion Post, anticipating an exposure by the An- 
erican Igion for his Communist activities. 


Informan advised on January 1, 1941 that all functions 
of the Local Joint Executive Poard had been suspended, pending an investigation 
by international officers on charges brought by six locals of the Board that 


members of the Communist Party had gained control of the Executive Board. 
Local l of theWaiters and Waitresses Union, 
were named as leaders o move to oust the Coamuunists fram the Board. They 


also have filed charges with the Central Trades and Labor Council that MICHAEL 
OBERMEIER of the Local Joint Executive “oard is a member of the Communist 


On May 5, 1941, Confidential Informant learned that an 
anti-Communist resdution was adopted at the International Convention held in 
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New York 100-5774, 


Cincinnait, which resqjution was aimed particularly at OBERMEIER,[ || 
all of whom are inoontrol of labor organiza- 
ns in New Yo y» uding the local Joint Executive Board. 
On Мау 15, 1941, Confidential Informant| I reported that 
Organiser for the Waterfront Section of the Communist Party, 
and formerly private secretary to OBERMETER was planning to return to her old 
position with OH. 


20, 1942, Confidential Inf ornent Ire ported 
that OBERMEIER and signed a letter directed to all New York Congress- 
men, urging defeat Fer appropriations for the Dies Comittee. 


PENDING 


New York 100-57744. 


ІНЕ НЕЙ XORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New York Citys 
Will follow and continue to report subject's activities, 


Will eheck the Alien Travel Permit Requests at the Office 
of the United States Attorney, to ascertain if the subject has filed a re- 
quest for travel, it being noted that he is a German alien. 
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Informant | mentioned in the report of - 
Special Agent dated 9/7/44 at New York City, із identi- 


b2 fied es follows: 2 
b6 : if 
b7C ese 
b7D 


101 


s 


NOT RECORLLU 


R: en " 
109-9610h ig 
Special Agent in Charge | FOIPA # 1034000 


| RE: ae ECURITY MATTER. 


"o 
YS 


Dear Sir: 


Please be ‘advised that а sed i index сага has been 
Prepared at the Bureau, captioned L3 follows: 


^ 4 ыс, 
H ЖЫЛА Жас 


Alias: Mike Obürmi 


69-15 178th Street 
Flushing, New York (Ree. ) 


701 Sth Avenue 


New York, New York: эв.) 


The above. caption Should be checked immediately for accuraoy 
against the information соп еї in your files, and the Bureau should 
be informed of any discre par tii You will prepare without delay a 
9" x 8" white card captioned as ove and reflecting your investigative 
case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File. 
In the event the above caption is not- correct, the card you prepare should 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the correct 
caption. : 


The Sapiion of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
must te kept. ‘curse At all times and the Bureau. immediately advised of 


— any M ra made shereyn in that connection. 


44 к. Very truly youre, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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зд ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ® Б 
E Te HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
“ DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
This case oniainaren at NEW YORK, NEW YORK riz мо. 100=28351 HK 


PERIO REPORT MADE BY 


D FOR 
ніс! єн MADE 


9-11,80;10-3, 


DATE WHEN MADE 


10-17-44 


REPORT MADE AT 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 


% 
MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, was 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject claims original entry in 1914 and 
departure in 19235, not verified. Re-entered 
U.S. on 8-4-25 at port of New York on vessel 
Nieuw Amsterdam, verified.  OBERMEIER de- 
parted from U.S. after 6-14-26 and returned 
8-21-26. Again departed after 8-5-32 and re- 
turned 7-24-33. Travelled in Germany, France 
and Great Britain to visit relatives and settle 

an estate. 


= RU = 
b6 


REFERENCE: Report of Special nee rler Ir. — 1559. ae 
August 2, 1944 at New York, N.Y. 


DETAILS: — , Clerk, Central Office, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, produced the 
subject's Alien Registration file #4690122, which contained the following 
informations 


. On December 11, 1940, the subject registered as an alien at Jamaica, New 
York, at which time he stated he entered the United States for the first time 
on July 25, 1914. On April 27, 1926, OBERMBIER filed application for permit 
to re-enter the United States, in which he stated he entered the United States 
on August 25, 1914 on the vessel 5.5. St. Louis at the port of New York, 
However, this information had been crossed out and changed to reflect that 
he entered the United States on August 4, 1923 at the port of New York on the 
vessel Neiuw Amsterdam. OBERMEIER stated in this application that he 1п= 
tended to depart temporarily from the United States through the port of New 
York оп or about the 29th day of April, 1926, on the vessel 5.5. Caronia, 


agg ag И 7 Же 22 у IN С є DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


2 | IIDA ZE | ums 
5- BUREAU ИС? the | © 4 3 


-YORK (1 е, COL. 8. V. 
Р D. of I., 2 S.C.) 
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for the purpose of visiting relatives and to settle an estate. He stated that 
he intended to travel in Great Britain, Germany and France. Оп June 34; 1926, 
the subject was issued a permit to re-enter the United States #165975, on or 
before the 14th day of June, 1927. Although the date he actually left the 
country is not given, it was indicated on the permit that he returned to the 
United States on August 21, 1926 at the vort of New York on the vessel Valendan. 


Іп a letter to the Immigration and Naturalization Service dated May 20, 1926, 
the subject stated he vas hired by the United States Üonsulate at South Hampton, 
England, as a member of.the crew of the vessel St. louis and discharged in 

the United States by the United States Shipping Commissioner. He elso stated. 
in the same letter that he left the United States to go abroad in 1923 nd 
returned on August 4, 1923 at the port of New York on the vessel Nieuw Ame. 
sterdam, There was no information contained in the subject's file to indicate 
that he entered the United States in 1914 or that he departed from the United 
States in 1923. The Immigration and Naturalization Office attempted with nega- 
tive results, to verify the subject's entry in 1914 and his departure in 1923. 
There was, however, certificate of admission of an alien from the Director of 
the Port of New York which reflected that OBERMEIER entered the United States 
on August 4, 192 of New York on the ship Nieuw Amsterdgn, ship 
manifest %57-1. | [ышы that the subject apparently entered the 
United States in 1914, but since the records kept at that time were very poor, 
there was no proof that the subject entered the country legally prior to 1923. 
It wes necessary for the Immigration and Naturalization Office to use his 
legal entry on August 4, the basis for issuing him а re-entry perit 
#165975, June 14, 1926. [ese stated that although OBERMETER did 
not need а permit to leave the country in 1923 there would be a visa on file 
at the Port of New York which he used when he re-entered the United States on 
August 4, 1923. 


On June 16, 1932, subject filed an application for a re-entry permit in which 
he stated that he intended to depart from the United States at the vort of 
New York on or about July 28, 1932 on the vessel Deutschland, for the purpose 
of visiting and the settlement of an estate, He indicated on this application 
that he intended to travel in France and Germany. On August 3, 1932, he: 
issued a permit #853330 to re-enter the United States on or before August 3, 
1933. Although the subject's file did not reflect the exact date he departed 
from the United States, there was indicated on the re-entry permit that he 
returned on July 24, 1933 on the vessel 5,5. Oripsholm at the port of New 
York. А 


rr wife, GEORGETTE, made application for a re-entry permit on Septem- 

ег 8, 1932. She stated in this application that she was departing from the 
United States at New York on October 15, 1932 on the vessel Lafayette, to visit 
relatives in France and Germany. On September 22, 1932, she was issued a 
re-entry permit #864160 which entitled her to re-enter the United States on 
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or before September 22, 1933. Mrs, OBERMEIER returned to the United States 
on March 19, 1935 at the port of New’Xerk on the vessel 5.5. Ile De France. 
Since her re-entry permit had expired Wil September 22, 1933, it was necessary 
for her to enter the country on a visa #2094654, in which she stated she re- 
sided in Moscow, Russia, from October of 1932 bo, February of 1935. 


Although the subject has filed a declaration of intention and a petition for 
naturalization, he has not been issued a certificate of naturalization since . 
his case is being reviewed by the Immigration and Naturalization Office. 2 
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DATE: October 30; 44949. 


SAC, NEW YORK 
MICHAEL Jou” OBERMETER, W. A. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


INTERNAL SECURITY - б HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/auc 4 
TAM/ DCG/ САК 4 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent =a 
dated September 7, 1944 at New York, М. Y. 
at report, it will be noted that a lead has been set 
out to check Alien Travel Fermit Requests at the Office 
of the United States Attorney to ascertain if the Бози 
has filed a request for travel. 


This lead will not be covered inasmuch as in the report 
of dated August 2, 1944 at New York 
City, Agent checked the subject's Alien Enemy 
Registration file in this office with negative results. 
Thais file reflects the same information ss the file in 
the United States Attorney's Office. 


This case, therefore, is'Leing placed in a регдіпв nace 
tive status. 
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Mvision of Pereign Activity Correlation 
Sate Барабаан, 


Jahn Sågar Hoover, Director - Federal Borean of fgweetlgstion 
VICTCRT — 29 GERMAN Ml, Т..АОЕ UNIGUISTS 


А b6 
in order te supplement the information previcualy sade le te bic 
you conseming the captioned organisation, there of the 
report aede in the instant csse by Special Agent dated at Mom Terk 
Gity on February 13, 1945. 


As additional relevant data ape yecaived esnesraing the Vietery 
mittes of German Мебел Trade Unioniete, they All be вабо available te 
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Meabere, officers and executive board members 


e3 of subject crganissiion and unions they repre- 

L. О) seat set out. VCGERE supports National Comittes 

22 СУ fet а Free Germany in Moscow, It manifests an in- 
me [М] ‘terest in Geren Prisoner of War Camps in 03. Min- 
22 e utes of sone executive board meetings recounting 
= 2. (Су astivities of VOBATU set out. Organisation utilizes 
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trade union page in "German american fer its pub- 
14016у, Inc 46 financial date obteined, УСОАТО 
voly supporéÀ re~clection of Congressmen VITO 
д TONIO and President. Roosevelt. Copies of cor- 
fespondénoe, some between subject organisation and 
reported Gógmunistically inclined Union lesders, se~- 
cured, Speed one conference of GERMAN AMERICAN 
TRADE UNIONISTS at NYC 6/18/44, claiming attendance 
of delegates fre 73 unions, representing 175,000 
і Germen Americans, Other meetings sponsored by sub- n 
EN s w^ Jeet organization set cut, Declared purposes of 
524 WOGATE included herein, Informente advise subject 
orgenisation is Communist controlled. 
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accordance with the instructions conteined in reference letter from the. 


Buresm, It is also changed to add the name GERMAN AMPRICAN TRADE UNION 
COMMITTER by which name subject organization is frequently known. 


The letterhead of subject organization secured byf den- 

^ tial Informant whose identity is non to the Bureau, reflects 

3 that the fo 7 viduals are officers and members of the Executive 

М Board of subjeet organisation; | 
Ы A President, М. J OBERMETER f fíotel & Club Employees Int er- 

„ I national Union, Locél Noe 6, AFL. ; / fem meos ben: 
3 Secretary, GUSTAV FABER , Transport Workers Union of Greater 
nes York, CIO А ‚ - 

a 100 рак, несесе Union, Local 174, AFL 

SR K rurriers Joint council, C10 

К HUGOJDEWALD Mea’ Cutters Union, Local 623, AFL 

$2 B | BENE NU, Local 1227, СТО 

4: m PELy|Bakery & Confectionery Workers, Internation 

% Union, AFLe | i 
EN RUDOLPHÜKOHLER;] Bakery & Confectionery Workers Union, Local 
ES x 1 3 AFL Ё ‘ 

| DAN СКЕ? ,ў Building Maintenance, Loca} 670, mw, CIO 

Е FEN, Join Order of Fur Dress & Әуеге, CIO 

* EIN. SCHWU Carpent ers & Joiners Local 2090, AFL 
T Organizational Director, WILLIAM VON „ UERWWA, Local 

1227 э CIOs 


A copy of a list of Executive Воагё members of subject 
organization was obtained by Confidential Informant and correspondence 


& with tbe names listed on 2 tterhead of their station with the ex- 
Ы ception that the name is 
also included аз а e e ° ` 

4 Confidential Inferzant| also advised thet in addition 


to the above listed names the following individuals were members of the 
VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS: 


Local 6, Hotel & Restaurant Employees Union, 


А, Local 1227 
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TT 522-222 122222225222. 21) 
_________[[бһәїгшап B. А. Victory Committee, Local #1, 
ars Union, 10681 No. 3 


| Bakers Unien, Local 80.21) |) 


з= л ... ̃ ... ee 

—̃ — Workers Union, Local No. 1, — oe 
—— оок а Magazine Guild, Local 18, vorm,[ | 

b6 

dis Е) seeretery 


„ . New Jersey]CIG Political Action Committee 
Г Шсә199, Chefs Union, AFL 


tere ten, e . J] 
— E 


Photographie date obtained by Confidential Infornant— 
supporting the above have been retained in the New York file, 


Confidential Informant[ | obtained а copy of a message 
from the VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS of Greater 
New York to thef/National Committee for а Free Germany in Moscow, USSR. 
The initial aph of this message із as follows; ў 


* On behalf of the Victory Committee of Geman American Trade 
Unionists of Greater New York, we hail the formation of the National 
Committee for a Free Germany and welcome your manifesto as a clarion 

call for freedom. We are inspired by the unity within your Committee 

of approving anti-Fascist leaders, outstanding German Trade Unionists, 

and brave German officers end soldiers for the purpose of liberating Ger- 
many and all other peoples ensiwed by the deadly Hitler regine," eet 


The remainder of this statement, which is quite lengthy, deals 
with the recognised duty of the German people to overthrow Bitiér. This 
copy is being retained in the files of the New York office, for possible 
future reference. 


“” 


Іп regerd to the support о? the National Committee for a 
Free Germany a copy of the minutes of the Executive Board meeting of 2 
subject 7 4. ation, dated July 22nd, 1943 was obtained by Confidentfil 


Informan and contains the following pertinenh infermation; 


" The Formation of a National Committee for & Free Germany 


n The formation of a National Committee for а; Free Germany in . 
the Soviet Union was the first thing to be discussed at the meeting, The 
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"whole board agreed that this act is of utmost importance to all German 
Americans, particularly since it gives а glear and realistic answer to 
the much discussed question ‘What Shall Happen to Germany?'. It was de- 
cided that a Committee of Three be suthorised to work out a statement 
which should be given to the mess and also be eireulated in the widest 
possible way among German American Trade Unionists." 


In compliance with the program of the National Committe 
for a Free Germany ín Moscow a joint statement urging the German people 
to support the under gr oand movement Germany was issued by GUSTAV FABER, 
secretary of the UCGATU and Dr. BOENHEIM, President of the/German- 
American Emergency Council on July 21st, 1944. This statement being 
set cut as follows: 


* We realise that the long standing differences between а part 
of the German people and Hitlerites have assumed the charseter of a re- 
volt against the Hitler Government, As a result of the increasing p'essure 
of the allied forces from. the West, South and Eastin compliance with the 
decisions of the Teberhan Conferencein Germany's critical hour, the 
German underground movement has Allies even in the highest ranks of the 
German Army, to overtbrow the Feuherer and his clique, and fight for the 
liberation of Germany. 


в Тһе next few days will be decisive, not only for Germany but 
for the whole world, All European partisans will be strengthened through 
the support of the revolting German Army units and will give assurance 
that Nesiem will be routed іп a very short time regardless of any measures 
the Nasis might teke, 


* = Not even a tremendous massacre among the German people who 
have been suffering from terror actions for years will halt the overthrow 
of Hitler and bie henchnen. Every step to overthrow the Hitler regine 
taken jointly by the German Army and the dernen people will help to shorten 
the war. Therefere, regardless of the identity of the persons who opened 
the fighting front against Nasism inside Germany we greet then as Allies 
of the United Nationa, We urge all Germans to Join for the liberation 

of their country and for a speedy termination of the шагын 


Confidential Informant Jobtained а сору of a four page 
printed brochure entitled "Evaluation and Some Proposals Regarding the 
Situation Among Germen War Prisoners in the U4S,—Gubmitted to the Provost 
Mershal General for Kind Consideration". The title page reflected that this 
brochure was by GUSTAV FABER, "Secretary Treasurer of the Transport Workers | 
Union of New York and Secretary of the Victory Committee of German American 
Trade Unioniste", In this brochure, FABER denounces the actives of the 
Nazi end Gestapo agents on, the German Prisoners of War in this country 
and wged that they be segregeted, Не further urged the re-education along 
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democratic linés-of those prisoners of war who do not seem to be Nasis, 
stating that the Geneva Convention did not forbid such practise. He 
urged that anti-Fascist literature be made available to German prisoners 
of war in this country. It is believed that these proposals were sub- 
mitted to the Provost Marshal General by FABER during the campaign of, 
the "German Апегісепт to be placed on the approved list of the Front 
Marshal General's Office of publications going to the prisoner of фаг 

e ampse 


Confidential 5 а mimeographed copy of 
minutes of the Exeentive Board mee of the subjeet orgenisation dated 
July 22nd, 1943 and a photographic copy of the minutes of the Board me 

of March 18th, 1944. They are being set out in view of the faet that they 
give insight inte the activities and plans of the subject orgenisatien over 
а long period of time: 


а eport on plans of United Americans of an Descent for 


Mase Rallys 


Brother Obermeier gave a report about а meting,of the United 
Americans of German Descent where the possibilities of a huge German American 
mass rally to be held jn fall, were discussed, The веб 
5% 
t 


by: OttojSattler, Editor of Solidarity published by t 
Fund, Mr.#Hoffmeister, from thefStgats-Zeitung, Dr. E. 
nlted Singing Societies, Dr. Ver ae dagen аво of thexfermm Ameri- 
can, Dr. Felix Beenheim, Secretary of the German American gency Con- 
Terence and М. J. Obermeier. All those рге ent, agreed that such a rally 
would be desirable, It was decided to рЫ the idea in the organiza~ 
tions о call а broader meeting within two weeks in order to discuss 
the de Se 


n А Trade Union Page in the ‘German American! and s rt of the 
Subsoriber Drive 


в For quite some time the need fo some means of publication 
for the Victory Committee has made itself felt. It was reported at the 
meeting that the Germm American had offered to carry а regular Trade 
Union page provided that the Victory Committee would gather the terial, 
The idea was accepted enthusiastically and Fred Snopek was appointed 
temporarily editor of this page, and that all German American Trade Union- 
ists be invited to send in articles and notices about their activities. 


" It was slso decided that one of the activities of the Vietory 
Committee during the next few weeks should be an all out participation 

in the subscriber dive which the German American is now conducting. It 
was felt that this paper would have a very good organizing effect among 
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"Strade union members md should be read by all for ite coverage of the 
event in Germany as well ав far its first stand on homeefront matters, 


* The signature drive for leaflet to the germen workers 


* An account of the signatures collected so far in the can paign 
showed that the results were not quite as good as originally expected. 

It was felt that the fect that money was collected with the signatures was 
an obstacle and a suggestion was adopted that signatures should be collec- 
ted regardless whether the signer wanted to make a donation or not. 


з Council meeting beginning of September 


ы Тһе signature campaign should be voulu up at the next couneil 
meeting, which is to be held in the beginning of September to discuss 

the fall activities, Detailed infa mation about tis meeting will be mailed 
to you within the next weeks. 


" Actions suggested 


" Here are some suggestions as to the activities of your 
Victory Committee for the next few weeks: 


ы 1 Call а meeting to discuss the manifesto of the National 
Committee for a Free Germany md the manifesto they 
issued. А speaker cen be obtained at the office, 


2, Put steam on the drive for subscriptions for the German 
American, The August issue will carry іле full text of 
the manifesto of the National Committee for a Free der- 
налу» 


Plan for а showing of the underground exhibit tallies 
Inside Germanyt аб you union headquarters. This exhibit 
contains underground material end was prepared by the 
German American Anti-Nazi Students Committee, who loan 
it far а amall service charge. They will also provide 
а speaker at request, This is something which is of 
interest to all trade unionists. Inquire at the Oom- 
mittee, 305 Broadway, Room 409., МІС." 


"Council Meeting, Saturday, March 18th, 1944, 2:30 pm, held at 
701 - 8th Avenue, Hotel & Club Employees Union Hall 


Minutes 
"Brother Michael Obermeier presiding. 


wine 
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" The meeting was attended by about 35 delegates, 


" A representative of th Russian War Relief spoke on the neces- 
sity of sending American household Kits to help the Russian families 

which are lacking the most elementary necessities, the everyday things 
which are sorely needed. А kit was donated from the meeting to the R. W. R. 


n" The chairman in his introductory remarks stressed the roll 
of the trade unionist in this war period, of the efforts to win the war, 
the importance of unity and backing our Commander~in-Chief in his policies 
both foreign and domestice 


" A delegate from the Polish-American Unions of Newark, Brother 
Wesch greeted the meting and said that they were also eresting a similar 
Victory Committee in order to carry out the tasks before the Polish- 
Americans, 


в Мг» Kierschner spoke on the Red Cross, the agency which 

gives expression of relief the world over, a powerful force of aid to our 
soldiers, A German-American Red Cross Committee has been formed and he ете 
phasised the faet that contributions through the efforts of the German 
American Trade Unionists would be a booster for the German Amerieans. Mr, 
Romberg will visit the Unions in this respect. 


" Brother Faber made his report: The resolutions passed in 
the previous conference had been taken car of. Definite assurance exists 
that the London Delegation ic ine In“. Labor Conference will take up the 
European Trade Union question. His meeting with General Bryan of the War 
Department which was arranged for the purpose of taking up the matter of | 
educational work among the German prisoners here in the U.S. A., whosed the 
necessity of better organization of all German-Amerieans, which at the 
present time is rather loose. The representation is only of small com- 
mittees,. The resolution on co-operation with other unions and societies 
wae also followed up. We had also aimed to help all the Germans ob- 

tain their citizen papers as there are a great many Germans who never 

had anything to do with the "Bund" or any other Nazi organisation, 


ы Brother Snopek, Treasurer, urged the delegates to go beck to 
their unions апа take up the question of rdsing funds, He offered some 
suggestions: 


"le Become а member of the Victory Committee by taking out a membership 
card for one year at а cost of 52.00; 2- Give at least one hour for оге 
ganizational work in your respective Union on behalf of our Victory 
committees 


" А report was given by Brother Romberg as Aetivity Director 
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“of the G. A, ‘Fourth War Loan Drive“, Two million dollars in bonds were 
bought, For the Red Cross Drive cans have been distributed to the dif- 

ferent Unions, Organizations and in stores and a ‘Cabaret Nite’ will be 

held on April 4th at t e Mozart Cafe, arranged by the G.A, Victery Com- 

mittes and part of the proceeds will go to the Red Cross, 


t The discussion brought forth many good points; 20 million 
German Americans must be mado to realise that real win the war candidates 
must be elected in 1944. We must organize around the cairo and Teheran 
Conference! о 


" The delegate from the U. E. Local 1227 spoke of the possi 
ity of raising funds by giving sbout 10 per cent of the War Chest which 1з 
nom being discussed by the U,S. Executive, 


" The Newark Trade Union Labor Committee is collecting for ап 
ambulance, It was also stated by a delegate that the work amongat the 
German-American із diffieult and may be a slow process, but by fer dis- 
couraging. The Staate-Zeitung is giving a great deal of space te the 
German-American Women's relly which will take place on March 215% at | 
the М.Ү, Turn Hall. A question was raised, how are we going to reach all 
the German-Americans ав a good many of them have never heard of our Gem- 
mittee as yet апа what progress has been made in bringing together all 
elements of Germen and German-Americana, A report by a brother on the 
organisation of 'Longohamp! employeesws wellfeceived, 


* В rother Faber summarised: 


n The Committee is planning of holding a conference in 
Yorkville and then a National Conference, A meeting for the 1944 &láction 
will be called at the proper time. Тһе results of the meeting with the 
Hillman Committee were good, as worth while suggestions were obtained for 
our activity in the Qerman-American field, 


" On the question of finances, Brother Faber stressed the point 
of becoming а member of the Victory Committee by teking out a membership 
card at a cost of $2.00 which will also entitle the member to а 6 months 
subscription of the d. A, Antí-Nazi Paper, He appealed to the delegates 

to take at least 10 to 15 cards to sell to their brother unionist and 
friends, 


з All effort should be made to organize Vietory Committees › 
even one or two members in a local union, if they have the good will, can 
achieve this. An example was cited by one of the delegates who succeeded 
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"іп getting 20 members active in his Union for this purpose, It can be 
done, 


* The Kita for our Russian Allies, which can be filled at the 
small eost of $2.25, should be bought by the Trade Unions as much аз 
possible, 


ld A meeting of representatives orf ational Trade Unions will 
be called in the near future. 


" We, es а Trade Union Victory Committee, should be the ones 
able to bring together all the Germans and German-Americans who want to 
win the war and who are opposed to Hitler, 


" The meeting adjourned at 6 Р.М," 


Whe queried about financial matters of subject organization 
Confidential Informant advised that the only information he had con- 
cerning this was a copy of a Financial Statement of subject orgsniza- 
tion dated April 1943. This statement is being set out berein as it is 
becas typical of the usual eee ineome of this organisa- 

ons i 


" FINANCIAL STATEMENT APRIL 1943 


"Income; 


Stanps 

Collection Lists 
Donation 

Overhead from March 143 


"Expenses: 


Rent, e. light eto. 
Office Expenses 
Salary 


= AET 


1 This is not the complete figure, because some postage, cà 1s 
and telephone installments will appear on the May bill, That sum vrt 


amount to 22” l ae Due 
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It was noted under income that the money received from Collece 
tion Lists was obtained from various unions which "mg in the subject or- 
ganization. Іп this respect Confidential Informan ished the 


writer with а copy of в letter dated July 15th, 1944 to QUS[FABER, Secre- 
tary, VOGATU from DICH HENRY on the letterhead of the National War 

Chest, CIO Section. this letter was enclosed $29.08, a reported con- 

tribution to the VOGATU of the UERMWA, CIO, Local 1227, 


With respect political activities of subject orgsniza- 
tion Confidential Informan stated that they had received copies of a 
panphlet entitled "Registration From the CIO Political action Committee 
of March 7th, 1944", Тһе Pac it is redported requested & list of the loca- 
tion of branches of subject organisation, 


Informant[  ]proeured а copy of а mimeographed letter dated 
April 27th, 1944 addressed to "Dear Sister or Brother® advising of a meet- 
ing called for Monday, May lst, 1944 at 8 P. M. at the offices of Congress- 
man VITO MARCANTONIO, 1484 Lexi ngten Avenue, New York City. Тһе purpose | 
of this meeting was to enable them to met the Congressman and to bear Жина 
is necessary to insure the re-election of win the war candidates, This 
letter was sígned by GUSTAV FABER, executive secretary and WILLIAM VON 
RUMPF, the organizational director. This letter is being retained in the 
New York file, 


A letter similerly addressed, dated April 28th, 1944 was 
sent out by VON RUMPF, stating % the subject organisation, being a trade 
union, was canpaigning with thg CIO in the re-election of President Roose- 
velt and stating that they weré interested in finsncing the work of any 
labor group on a political basis that stands for the election of апу win 
the war candidate. This information was obtained by Confidential Informant 


Under date of July 19th, 1944 GUSTAV FABER, Dr. FELIX BOENHEIM 
and MICHAEL J. OBERMETER sent a mimeographer letter over their signatures 
addressed to Dear Friend and Acquaintance, for the Re-election of the 
"Peoples Congressman, Vito Marcantonio®, The letter stated: 


и Congressman Vito Marcantonio must be re-elected. There can 
be no other result," 


This letter further announced that Wednesday, July 26th had 
been set aside as "German American Canvassers Day for the Re-Election of 
Congressman Vito Marcantonio" and urged all German Ameriemns to report 
to the headquarters of the Americans of Germen œ igin Committee for the 
Re-Election of Congressman Vito Marcantonio, 226 East S6th Street 
York City, With respect to this Committee Confidential Taforsent{ 
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secured а mimeographed copy ef а Zetter! да July 3rd, 1944 Ж» to 
"Dear Friend and Brother® by WILLIAM L Be RUMPF, organizational, dire 
tor of subject organisation, T let quoted as follows: 


" This will inform you “of a meeting of Americans of — | 
origin for the purpose of establishing a German American voters committee 
for the re-election of Congressman Vite Marcantonio. The meeting will 


be held Monday, July 10th at 8:00 PM at the Marcantonio Headquarters, 
226 East Séth Street, New York City. 


* Congressman Vito Marcantonio md Michael Quill, also Ир 
Gustav Faber, executive secretary of the Victory Committee of бегей 
American Trade Unionists, will address the meeting. 


* We urge you to make every effort to attend this meeting. 


* jist all help to keep 'ТаЬог?в Congressman! in N ton," 
This letter is being maintsined in the file of instant case, 


Confidential Informant also advised that subject organi- 
sation, through VON RUMPF as or sational director, is active in the 
formation end affairs of the V 8 for Roosevelt, Bast Side Comm 
Committee, 1128 Lexington Avenue, 


idential Informant[ | 
addressed to fubject organisation by 
& Municipal Yorkers of America, CIO; MIC ‚ Pres 
per t Workeng Union of america, 010; FERDINAND CL SMITH, Nati 
О» Їй J. 


Lted Canne lerer. 
Packing and Allied Workers of Amarica, Сте; President, 


UOPMA, CIO; and WILLIAM, ERG, Secretary, Loc ated: Miededans 
of Greater, New York, accepting sponsorship n 5 sul ect organisation, 


The original photographs of this correspondence are being 
tained in the file inasmuch ss these individuals are not listed EM 
эв sponsors of this organisation, 


Confidential Infornantſ ho secured copies of the follow- 
ing correspondence: 


1. Letter dated June 26th, 1944 from LEONARD sj GOLDITCH, 


executive secretary to the National Committee to cembs} Anti tism. In 
this letter, addressed to VON RU, the writer expressed his thanks for 
the resolution of subject organisation dealing with the fight against 
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against Anti-semitism and states that in the future all press releases 
and educational matter concerning this matter will be forwarded to them, 


2. A letter dated July 7th, 1944 from FERDINAND C. SMITH, 
National Secretary of the NUU, to subject organization, enclosing a state- 
ment on the Danish General strike and ite significance in the struggle 
against Fascism. 


Зе A lotter dated April 27th, 1943 from VICENTE{LOMBAI 
| тотатано, president of the Labor Confederation of Latin AmeriBa, Іп 
this letter TOLEDANO pred his thanks for material sent by YOGATU. 
He said he read with great interest and sent under separate cover to them 
Complete publications fran the University of Mexico. j 
4. A letter datedſ August 19th, 1943 from; CHARLES A. COLLIER 
R., executive secretery of the} City-Wide Citizens Committee of Harlem 
thanked OBERMEIER, chairman of VOGATU for his intérest in supporting 
the measures advocated by the Citizens Committee to prevent any fur ther, 
Harlem disturbances, ч 


\ 


5. А letter from JO И БЕНМЕН of thafGerman American League 
for Equality, Philadelphia, Pennsylvskia, dated Jul? 30th, 1944. In this 
letter, addressed to VON RUMPF, BREHMER recounts bis activities in orga- 
izing the German American Trade Union members in his district and states 
that he will attempt to arouse interest for VON RUMPF!s coming visit to 
Philadelphias 


Mimeographed copies of two press releases issued by subject 
organization and obtained by Confidential Informant[ ^ ]reflected that sub- 
ject organizetion sponsored the first Eastern Conference of German American 
Trade Unionists on Sunday, June 18th at Manhatten Center in Nem York City. 
The purpose of this conference was the all-out activisation of all Americens 
of German origin in tbe war effort to the complete and final defeat of the 
Hitler government and to rally support of Americans of German origin be- 
hind the conference leadership, 


The press release indicated that delegates from Pennsylvania 
Conpecticut, New Jersey, Upstate New York and New York City representing 
73: and CIO unions and farmers organizations were present. This гер- 
г ted some 175,000 Americas of German origin, .OBERMEIFR presided; 
FABER made the К te address. Among those who participated in the ds- 
cussion were HAROLDIPHILLIPS, president of the в County Farmers Co- 
operative, who 461#й of the end ef political on anong the German American 
farmers in Pennsylvania; ROBERTÍSCHRANK, president of Lodge 402, IAN, who 
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urged the setting up of a political m pe to work among һе Americans 
of German origin for the re-election of Шбовеуе1%; ERNEST A 

of the South Jersey CIO and JOSEPH: БЕНМЕН of Philadelphia, who pallea 
upon the conferense to set up organising committees in various *@érnan 
American communities in the East. The conference passed a resolution 
calling for the continued leadership of President Roosevelt and the Sup- 
port of all win the war candidates for re-election. А resolution call- 
ing for the sbolishment of Jim Crow and antiecemitism was passed. A 
resoltuin calling on the German people to take organized action against 
the Hitlerites in support of the liberating apnies of the United Nations 
was also passed, | 


This conference layed plans for the organisation of tba 
German American Voters Committee to be set up throughout the East. 


Fron genf ident 81 Informent|  ] it was learned that the 
VCGATU sponsored the following neet inge during the past year and a half: 

On May 7th, 1944 they sponsored a "Fémily Night* at the Rhine- 
land Restaurant, 228 East Seth Street, New York City, the proceeds of 
which were to go to the "German American®, ап anti-Nasi newspaper, 


On Twesdey, April 25th, 1944 the German American Victory 
Committee of Local No, 1, BOWIU, held a meeting at the Union Headquarters, 
urging perticipstion in the Victory Committee of Germen American Trade 
Unioniste. At this meeting ALBERTY SCHREINER of the "German American" spoke 
on the topic, “What Can tbe Germam Americans Do to Help the Germany of 
Tonorrow?", | РЕ 

Ов Apri. 22nd, 1944 the VCGATU held a Buropesn Council meeting 
at the Conference Room of the Hotel & Club Employees Union, Local 6, New 
York City. It weg held as the first get together and recepblen of trade 
wnioniste end freternal groups of European origin. The declared purpose 
of this meeting was to have an inter-change of ideas to cement unity ad 
‘to work out а campaign program to solve the specific smell problems of . 
the nationality groups end rallying these groups more campletely around the 
war effort. to en early defeat of Hitler, Fascien and Japanese Iuperiaslism, 


According to information received from Confidential Inform, 
ant. representatives of fifteen ореап origin groups attended, in- 
uding th ee French War Veterans, Norwegian, Seamen's Union, and the 
egro L Committee. At this meet MIC (POSMAN, secketary of the 
reek Labor Committee was elected temporary ch a. GUSTAV FABER rade 


in the re-establishment of thd European Trade Unions, , chair 


е keynote address, stress the imper tance of the uo Trede Unions 
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S ic" 
man of thej Austrian Labor Commit$ee discussed the wark of their committee 
in having [seperate prison camps fer Austrian prisoners of war in the 
United States of America, · me, * 


KROLL, Executive Secretary of thef/American Slav con- 
grees told of the peed for soqusinting and activ: the foreign тоқ 
on the problems our country is now facings : 


The meeting voted to send resolutions the ntorpational 
Labor Conference now meeting in Philadelphia and tha Werld Youth Labor 
Confefenos called in June. A professional committed was elected to draw 
эр the reselutions and to work out plans for setting up a permanent. body, 


Confidential Informant] — [edvised that the VCOATU held a. . 
working conference on December 1éth, 1943. At this meeting OBERMEIER pré- 
sided and outlined the tasks of the Victory: Comijittes and told of tie 22. 
suceess of the Third Labor Conference of German Americans held en Ne er 
among the German Americans, in 


HM, National Office, Wor 
© 1227; JG ЕРНІ REICHL, 
Joint Board of esers & 
‘Electrical Workers Union, Loe 
Agents, Local 30, CIO, 


The coneensus of the discussion was that the work of the 
subject organization should be stressed in the unións and that a council 
should be formed om which the various European Nations would be represented, 
The purpose of this council would be the rebuilding of demo ractie. trade - 
unions in Europee | 


Confidential Informant advised that a Third Laber Con- 

ference of German Americans was Saturday, November 20th, #43 at the 
Transport Wæ kers: з, 153 West 64th Street, New York Oity. Át this 
conference VI RITTER, publisher of the #Steate~Herold®; Councilmen 
Rev. ADAM CLAYTON, МАХ KLOEPPEL, Intergational Representative of 
the BOWUI and FABER were scheduled speskers. Тһе subject organiz a- 
tion clained that 140 elected delegates from trade unions, 24 fraternal 
delegates and 16 observers attended this conference, represenbing 34 AFL 
unions; 24 AFL shops; 10 CIO shops, end 10 fraternal orgenisations, 
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At this conference a resolution on the world political 
situation was passed, the essence of whieh renounced the compulsion 
under which the workers of Europe were laboring for Hitler, calling 
upon them to revolt ageinst Nazis, Pledging che support of the German 
American Trade Unionists in the fight of the German workers sgainst 
Hitler, A resolution for the mificstion of all German Ameriessé was 
passed; which called om all German Americans in the United States to 
rally behind the win the war policies of the administration and anti- 
Nazi activities carried on by the German Americans in this country. 


A resolution urging that demeerstic literature be sent to 
German war prisonere and a resolution in support of the"Gernan American? 
the newspaper, were also adopted at this conference. | E. 


This conference was endorsed by Mayor LAGUARDIA, WENDELL 
WILKIE and many CIO апа AFL union leaders, 


In a News Letter issued by the VCGATU, on the occasion of 


subjeet organisation reported the purposes of its formation in an artieks 
entitled "What Is the Victory Committee of Germen American Trade Ui 

In view of the fact that this article gives good historical data concerning 
the formation of subject organisation and ite declared purposes, it is 
being set out herein verbatim: 


the Eastern Conference of dernen American Trade Unioniste, June 3 
5 * 4" 


* The Victory Committee of German American Trade Unionists, (both 
the CIO and AFL) is ға organisation of American Trade Unionists of German 
origin. It was organised in the early part of 1942, under the leadership 

of Michael J. Obermeier, Pres. of the Hotel & club employees Union, Looal 

6, AFL and Gustav Faber, Sec'y.-Tres. of the Transport Workrs Union, CIO, 
together with such outstending trade union leaders ав, Max Kloppel and 
Rudoiph Kohler of the Bakers, Fred Snopek, of the Furriers and many others. 


ы The purpose of the Committee is to establish unity and co~ 
operation among the German Americans, for a complete Victory of the United 
Nations; to expose and combat Nazism whergever it is founds to promote 
greater understanding between loyal German Americans and their fellow 
Americanss to conduet an educational canpaign for democracy and against 
fascism; to give aid апа encouragement to German anti-faseiste in their 
struggle against Hitler, Thus through unity of purpose, and unity of ac- 
tion, will Victory be realized snd the complete fulfillment of the Moscow 
‘and Teheran conferences. 


в The committee has held three very successful Labor Conferences 
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“of the New York area, It bas done much to promote unity in the German 
American groups, it has been outstanding in the war effort, it is the lead- 
er in fight agsinst any discrimination of the American peoples, it's mast 
recent success was in getting the government to lift the ban on the "GERMAN 
AMERICAN" an anti-Nasi newspaper and allow it to be eiroulsted to the Ger- 
man prisoners of war in this country, This is a major step towards the 
re-education of the Germen prisoners іп the ways of democracy," 


E following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 


FRITZ STRASSNER, Chairmen of the German American Committee, 
Local 89, Chefs Union, AFL, an employee at Many Wolf's restaurant, 49th 
Street and Third Avenue, New York City, vas contacted, inasmuch as he had 
been reported to the writer as being active in subject organization despite 
his anti-Communist sympathies. 


STRASSNER advised that the German American Committee іп Loo al 
89 had been invited by subject organization to join with them and, at the 
request of Local 89, Үс und other officers of their committee had attended 
several meetings of the GERMAN AMERICAN VICTORY COMMITTEE, of which MIKE 
OBERMETER is President. After attending these meetings and giving the 
matter due consideration, however, his committee had voted not to iffili- 
ate with the subject organisation, He stated that their reason in t 
this action was based upon a firm belief that OBERMEIER, RUDOLPH KOHLER and 
FRED SNOPEK, officers in the orgmization, were all Cosmuniste and that 
the organization itself wes intended not to act as a patriotic German- 
American organization but to further the interests of the Communist Party 
among German Americans in Labor unions in New York City. 


ч Concerning his own committee, STRASSNER advised that the 
German American Committee in Læ al 89 had a relatively small membership, 
consisting of approximately fifteen members of Local 89, and the purpose 
of their organisation was not to further any foreign or unpatriotic activ- 
ities but formed purely for the purpose of sponsoring activities among 
themselves in which they were mutually interested, usually social benefits 
the proceeds of which were donated to recognized charities. 


STRASSNER further advised that his commitee considered 
OBERMEIER to be the moving force behind this organization, which was, in 
turn sponsored by the German American Emergency Conference. 


At the meetings he attended, he stated, he was impressed by 
the fact that OBERMEIER, although seldom taking the stand to voice his own 


123 


JJCsPMC/KOB 


НҮ 100-25590 s 


opinions publicly, nevertheless, made it s practice to talk to each of 
tho 6 ай. personally, and imprese upon them the importence of the 
organisation and his own part in it, and in this way wielded а great deal 
of influence among those attending. 


The attendence at these megbhings, he stated, seldom numbered 
more than twenty five:persons, and this; he stated, was one of his o. 
mittee's reasons in refusing to join with the subjeet organisation. Не 
advised OBERMEIER, he said, that his committee would be interested only | 
in joining with a movement which ерелбебй as its membership renk and file 
menbers of other lsbór unions, not merely the officers in these unions, 
which appeared to be the membersMip of this œ ganisation. ** 


He stated, that although he eenzinued to receive literature 
from the GERMAN AMERICAN VICTORY OF 


im 


involved. | . 
The activities of subject organisation were discussed with 
Confidential Informant whos identity is knom to the Bureau, 
wha advised that lately y curtailed their activities to a large 
extent, He said & great deal of their efforts were devoted to the re- 
election of Roosevelt and since that time they had not been very setive 
in the trade union field, He stated that they held an Executive Board 
meeting on December 18th,:1944 and that he was usable to obtain an ine 
vitation to this meeting, He has advised that he will meke attempts to 


ascertain the nature of the business transacted at this time and report 
same. 


Confidential Informent said that the representative 
on the VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN CAN TRADE UNI! TS of Lanal 
6, Hotel & Restaurant Employees Union, hos 
informant regards as being Communistic incl ine stated that 
MICHAEL OBERMEIER, President of Local 6 and also of sübjeet organiza- 
tion, is an out and out Communist and is well known as sueh, 


He further advised the business manager of 
Local No, 6, who is als a representative irom that Union on the VCGATU 
and who was also believed to be a Communist, had moved to cahifornia and 


was now employed by the North American Aviation Plant in Burbank, Calif- 
orniae 
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UNDEVELOPER LEADS 
TER NEN YORK FIRLD DIVISION 
At New York, New York 


Vill eontact Detective БЕНЕН New York City Police 
Department for any information in his possession concerning the subject 
organization, 


Will recontact FRITZ STRASSNER, diis of the German 
American Committee, Local 89, chefs Union, for any further information 
in his possession concerning this organisation, 


Will follow and repo vities of subject є ganiza- 
tion through Confidential Informan through other confidential 
8 ources, 


NY 100-25590 a 


Confidential Informant 


The confidential informant referred to in the report of 
Special agent dated February 13th, 1945 at New York, New 
York із as follows: 


highly confidential and reliable source who had 
aceess to » 305 
Broadway 


urce is known to Special Agent 
and the writer. 
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4 Іле gre. sation Servioe QU 
Ue wan J Hoover, Direasoy. - Federal Mareau of Investigation 
1:6 > MICHAEL QBERMIIA, BER ӨВ. TRADE UNION UNITY Li „00: ANL x. 


THEMÁERICAN TkALE Uklui. 


/ 90.76/94. HA, 17, 1945, requested: all information 


N. 56 in the possession of thie Bureau concerning Michael Obermeier and the above 
Be named organizations, 


There are enclosed two copies of each of the following investiga- 
tive reports mich relate to Michsel Obermei erg 


Report of Special Agent „ August 2, 1944, 
56 at New York, New York, en ed tel John Obermeier, was.; 
570 Internal Security - C." 


Report of Spcelal Agent.... I dated Septemocr 7, 1945, 
іі, at New York City, entitled "Michiel John Obermeier, us.; Internal 
Ж. kne Security - C," 


Report of Special Agent. —— ^ ^ 1] dated October 17, 1944, 
E at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, entitiec "Michael John Oberreier, мыз.) 
\` Internal Seeurity - C." 


There are also encloses two copies of a four page summary of Informa- 
tion relating to the Trede Union Unity League which existed from 1929 to 1935 
when it was officially dissolved. 


As for the American Trade Union, «bout which yeu inquired, this 
Bureau's files contain no information which can be identified with an or gan- 
ization by that name, It is pointed out that Michael Obermeier has been a 
member of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union of the american Federation 

of Labor which is an American trade union ana it із also noted thst he was . 
active in the German-American Trude Union Committee. Information concerning 

the latter organization hae oreviously been furnished to you and his relationship 


with the Hotcl and Restaurant Workers Union is referred to in the reports which 
are enclosed, E ART = 


t 
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ul Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


56214/3238, 8 6214/29 "a 

- 4-4600122 Inf. 

M J. Жақаг Hoover, Director, ie January 17, 1945 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Perry И. Oliver, Director of Administrative Services Pras Ë ) ; 

BIR Ar kreten and Naturalisation Service, ÓsntraT Office | 
lte; Michael Ubermeier, member of Irade Union Unity League and (80 American 

Trade Union 


H 


FROM 


Thies Service is considering the eligibility of ine &LOve-BABMSÓ perit ier 
for naturalisation, It is requested that cli iaformation you тау have 
concerning him and tre above-named organisations, be furnished us in 
duplicate, 


The following data is submitted to assist you in this regard: The 
petitioner, a resident of 69-15 178 Street, Flushing, New York, was 
bora on November 13, 1892 in Munich, Germany; was married on Sept- 
ember 27, 1916 at New York, New York, to one Georgette, French born; 
the two children of this union, 2 are United States 
citizens by birth. Тһе subject, who claims the occupational status of 
waiter, emigrated to the United States from England, arriving at the 
port of New York on August 4, 1923 via SS Nieuw N д 

x. Е- Жы БАДЫ e 
It is alleged that the subject was one of the 0 Communists in 
the United States and a leader in the American Trade Union which is 
supposedly controlled by the Communists. He is a charter member and 
founder of the Trade Union Unity League. Testimony was given before 
the Dies Committee that the subject was a representative of the Communist 
Party of this countrys that he has been identified as a former represent— 
ative of the American Communist Party at Moscow at the Red International 
Labor Union conferences; that he was identified as one of the Communists 
who attended the German American Emergency Conference. He is President 
of Local фо of the New York Hotel Trades Council and spoke over the 
shortwave radio for the Victory Committee of the German American Trade 
Union, 


It has been further alleged that the subject sent members of the Young 
Communist League to wreck nine union cafeterias because they refused to 
sign contracts with his union. He has made two trips to Russia, first 

ав л steward оп the SS Leviathan, and on the second trip he took his wife 
and child and they lived in Russie for several years. He was, at one 
time, considered an active Socialist and member of the International 
Workers World. " 


Your Мем York File $100-25590 relates, 


rie 


February 9, 1945 


f ox. 
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The Trude Union Unity League resulted from the reorganization 
of the Trade Union miucationsl League, accomplished at the latter's Fourth 
National Convention held at Cleveland, oni, August 31 te September 1, 1929. 
The general aims of the Trade Union Unity Ledge (TUUL) were identical with . 
those of the Trude Unies Educational Leagup, an organisstien which had 
functioned sinos 1920 as the industrial ei of the Communist Party of 


America, 
One of the outstanding pelieies of the TUUL was the organisation · 2 

of unaffiliated workers into ene independent of the American Federation Em Е 
of Labor, This роМау was expremeed in the program adegted at the 1929 os 
Cleveland Convention as follows; . — — 
i X ame `, 

"The Trade Umien Unity Leas aggressively furthers the Yow 
organisation of new revolutionary industrial unions із industries 122 
where there are ne unions aad in industries where the existing 22 
unions are corrupt end impotent. The organisation of the masses ©з >» © 
into new unions stands in the very amter of the T.U.U.L. ргедгал. <25. 
individual == C» 


But thie does net ingly а poliey of pehy splits and 
withdrawal of militant werkers frog the old undene where these 
have а mass character, Such a policy was ons of the many serious 


ОЗН 


Он 


"On the Sentry, the T. J. 8. P. organises the left wing in 
these old unions and fights for their revelutionisetion, The 
skilled workess also feel the pressure of rationalisation, Discont 
maeses in the various unions look upon their official leaders with 
hatred and eontenpt м че. They oily require the occasion 


officialdom and empleyers. Тһе T.U.U.L. fights in the eld unions for 
their amalgamatíen through direct action of the masses against their 
leaders, It fights for а militant wage and strike pi in these 
organisations, айй sete up renk and file strike committees against 
Tolson the official machinery of the bureaucrats, It struggles to break 
cien: —— the alliance of the eld unions with the capitalist parties and te 
drew them inte wasking-class political struggles, It fichte to rouse 
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movenent militantly battles for 
side and inside the eld unions." 


The TUL was headed by а Natienal Committees whish elected a 
Rational Executive Board and had the oen at, the общ af ite 
existence: William Z, Foster, General. 3 John Sammies, Assistant 
Secretary and Treasarer; J, и; (Заек) Wationa) Orgenissr; J. We 
Ford, National Hegre Ürgesiser; И. P. Dunne, gditer ter ef "Laber Unity", 
official orgen of the TUUL. of these National Offiocre of the TUUL 
were members of the Communist Әму ami in most instances greentive Board 
members were membere of the al itte of the Commmict Party. 


me Trade Valaa tay пыйы, Ше t 


3 à; 
Та the final analysis théientral Committees of the Gemmnist 
dominated ell activities of the TUUL which had the edme relationship te 
the Communist Party ia this country as the RILU hed te the Comintern and which 
served as the specialised erganisation of the Commmist Party, U.S.A. in the 
American trade wisn field, 


During the ers of industrial crisis inthe г 1930! 
unions were formed by the TUUL in the needle trades, the 
and the dress makers, із mining, marine, textiles, Seal pad APRI. automobile, 
feod, paekinghouse, shee and leather, furniture, agriculture, office, fishermen 
and cannery and lumber industries, 


| E anian Ы a a a оа 
125,000. Appreximate. figures for the membership of the varisus TUUL unions 
at their maximum strength are as follows; 


Needle trades - 25,000 

Steel and metal workers ~ 21,000 
Agrieultural workers ~ 20,000 
Miners - 10,000 

Food workers - 10,000 


Miss ‘Gandy, 
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Tobacco workers - 1,400 (From Bryan to Stalin, 
page 257:е seq. by 
Miscellaneous locals - 10,000 Үш. Ze Foster) 

The period during whieh the TUUL existed was charagterized by a 
great number of strikes esnducted by organized workers in American industry, 
The ТОЛ, was responsible fer many of the strikes as was boasted by Earl 
Browder in an ertiele prepared for the September, 1939 "Commmisi" on the 
occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Communist Party, 0.9.4, Brewer 
wrote as follows: + " 


"From 1929 te 1933, despite the passivity of the officiel Jabor 
movement, strikes and organising movements broke out more i 
among the employed industrial workers. With the lahop effidials ignoring 
or sabotaging these movenents, 1% was inevitable that independent unione 
should arise, These efforts were fully supported by the Cesmunist Party, 
which used ita faflusnos to unite their forces in the Trade Union Unity 
League, established at a conference in Cleveland in 1929. The unions 
affiliated with thia center conducted а very high propertion of all 
strikes of this perian, trained а large number of trade union organisers, 
and established seme stable organisations,” 


In March, 1935, the organisation's disselutien was accompiished at 
а convention in New Tesk city. Тһе reasons for the Aalst ien of the TUUL 
have been stated by Willian 2. Foster as fallews: 


"In "rig Piers entry ef the 1,000,000 werkers into the A. F. of L. 
in 1933-35 at partly removed many of the glariag vile that 

had been the eriginal cause of the independent unten poliey ef the 7. U, 

U. T. These new militant masses had largely broken down the disastrous 

A. F. of L. no~stwike poliey; they had weakened the leaders’ agtecratie 
control and reduced the expulsion evil; they had established at least a 
trace of trade uuíon democracy, and they had even саайа breath of 
progress te klev among the leadership. Under such oírounstanoes the 

plase for all sevelutionary workers was in the A. F. of L, to give 
leadership te thease awakening masses. Їп the earlier stages of the 
struggle the T, J. 0. L. unions, justified by objective and subjective 
conditions, hed played a positive, revolutionary role, in their independent 
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status, bat now, by the alteration tundllaentally of those conditions 
vealiantion Mf Us hes b пд emper потових, It was in г 
realisation o ы Ше T, U. b. L. oeeded to nu. 
wiiens inte the A. F. of I." — ° сади ý Pi d 
(Mom Bryan to Stalin 
pgs. 271-272, by m. 7. Foster) 
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10 Diretor P. B. T. DATE: April 10, 1945 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
NT SAC = Ph delphia HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


c DATE 03-21-2006 BY 603854 R 
SUBJECT: "GERMAN-AMERTCAN TRADE PATON RES CAK . 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 


Special Duplo E-... of this office, 
recently noted an article in the April 1, 1945, issue of the- Verman 
Ameri pan" » Which indicated that an Eastern Conference of German-American 
Trade Unionists would be held in the Free World House, 144 Bleecker Street, 
New York City on Sunday, April 15th at 2:00 P.M. The admission will be 
50 cents. The article indicated that the main task of this conference will 
be to organize support for the decisions of the Yalta Conference among 
German Americans. 


5 — thought the following excerpt from the announce- 
ment in the "German American" is of interest: 


"Mr, James McMullen, writer and lecturer who attended the 
Dumbarton .Caks Conference will discuss the problems of International 
Cooperation and the part all sections of the American public can play in 
their/ support. 


| "Other guest speakers will be Мг. LeoKryzcki, Chairman of 
th rican Polish Labor Committee and Mr. S. L. M. Har low, noted composer 
and musician and world traveler. 


"Already a great number of organizations sent credentials 
heir delegates. Among the labor leaders who endorsed the Солѓе”гтт: Mél a 
„ Joseph-Curran, President of the National Maritime Uniop® «4 Mute 


4 


foy Р... 


wacretary of the Creater New York CIO Council arg E Ч Saul 
"i F -a Йола 


žar е8 ent of the Food, Tobacco, Agriculturs.® ^ h 


ы "eric: llied Workers 


The New York Field Division i 


meeting for whatever attention they desire БА being advised of the above 


o give to it, 


ACW:UK 
100-13275 
с.с. New York 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC Tg 
ON 03-21-2006 


Date: august 6, 1945 


Tor ma пене В. Іуса 
C i; 
Division of Fereign Activity Correlation 


State Departamt 


From: John Edgar Buover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subjest: VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, 
also known ag German American Council of Trade Unionists, 
German American Trade Union Comsittce 


your further information and assistance in eennection with 
the tirari iri ef German Ame p i am closing 55 
а copy of the report ef Special Agent dated” May 3, 1945, at BIG 
New York, New York. 


m 


Со: Director of Naval Intelligence » Inclosure 


CC: Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2 „ Hneloeure 
War Department b6 


Washington, D. C. b7C 
Attention: 
e Service 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 


Form No. 1 ADDITIONAL INDEXING 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORE, N. Y. ри мо. 100-2598 MEE OM 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PON PON 3/12, REPORT MADE BY ` 
YORK, N. Y 4 19, 20, 24, y BIC 
NEW , * 5/3/45 , (im 5 , 5,2 18 


vns УІ С ОБТ COMMITTER OF GERMAN /., 7179. 26/45. | eee cass 
. AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, ales known ав INTERNAL SECURITY - С 


German American Council of Trade Unionists, 


'Germen American Trade Union Committee. Тін eo ДЕНЕСІНЕН 


L DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/Auc 
svNoPsiSOFFACTS: LD BEISSEL recently elected Tre 877 goed FRED NO PR. 
Subject organization moved 2/45 «S 1128 &ton Ávenue, NYC 
and shares office space with several other reported Communist 
rant organizations, VCGATU exists chiefly to support-Provi- 
] sional Жопа. fanpit tee of Germen Americans, newly fort 
of organization in the German American Piel.” Also Supports 
Committee for Re-education of German Soldiers and the "German 
Ámerioan, Inc." newspaper, ite official publication.  VOGATU 
held second annual conference of German American Trade Unioni ste 
4/15/45 at NYC, Adopted resolution in favor of German slave 
labor rebuilding Russia. 


w P 


REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 100-96104: 
Report of Special Agent dated February 13, 1945 
at New York, New York, 


DETAILS: ‘confidential „ whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, secured a сору of the new letterhead of subject organisa- 
fion which reflected that LEONBEISSEL was the new Treasurer % 

ccoeding FREDNGNOPEK, This informant also was present in the. FL 

offices of he VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS when ч 

WILLLAM\YV ¥, Organizational Director, was explaining te BEISSEL the 

various phases of the bookkeeping system end other monetary matters congerning 

the organisation, his occurred on April 23, 1945, e 

For the informa Bureau, the indices of the New be 


4 


Field Division reflect that is а member of the 18th Asgembly Diskrio 
Club of the Commmiet Political Association, along with his wife е . 


Tork 


APPROVED AND Р DO NOT WRITS IN THESE SPACES 
FORWARDED: 6 


ей 2 Ж | be көш. 
274 COPIES OF THIS пийбат ! 
„85 Zureau І 
1 -. Col. S. V. Const ant, D 
3 = New York . 
га pred av: 
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b2 
b7D 


b2 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 


b2 
b7D 


“емес сам МӘКЕ 


an. А 
"to the Burom, қ 


" „ 


A. 
s 


A review of the indices of the New York Field Bivision reflects 


that the Oomnittes for the Care of Young Children in Wartine and the Greater 
New York Citizens Action Committee are subjects of а pending investigation, 
The chief fi ánjsations is 


also known as ‘who has/long documented record of . 
affiliation with Communist front organizations, | 


— that a[.— — — . — ]ie the Secretary of the 
Greater New York Oitísens Action Committee end works full time in this office 
fer this organization for the Committee for the Care of Young Children 
in Nart ine. so assists VON RUMPF by performing stenographic 


and mailing work for him, One telephone, EHiinelànder 4-3972, suffices for 
all of these organizations at 1128 Lexington Avenue. 


tial Informant емдөө that informant was told dy 

hat the Ү existe chiefly to further the Proviatonal 
National Committee MM MA e which is ia the process of fomation 
at the present time, stated further that the German American 
Emergency Conference was no longer important and could be forgotten, It was 
the informant’ s opinion that the new Provisional Committee will supplant the 
German American Bmergency Conference and ali other German іюегісап top organ- 
izations as the chief roof organization in the German American field, 


сула 


^ 


From a review of several issues 
Inc." it was learned that the Provisional 


of the publication “German American, 
ized on the framework of the National Ind 


National Committee is being organ- 
ependent Committee for the Re-election 


-2- 
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j^ - V 2 4 р 
of President Roosevelt. Тһе latge committee was created largely through 
the efforts of the VO@ATU, Тһе pufpose of the Provisional Committee is 
to unify. the thought and activities of German Americans behing the Yalta - 
Conference and other international peade agreements entered inta by the 
Big Three. It ig also the purpose broafig of this new Provisional Committee 
to re-educate the denen prisoners of vir in the United States along anti- 
Fascist lines. The dernen American аф pepper will be utilised as the mein 
medium of propaganda in this work. x | 


[ Jwa adyised — greatest efforts ше being 
made to win over HH NAI Sin for their cause. He stated that a dinner 
would be held in Detroit in {ће пеар: future for HENRY KAISER and many other 
emportant people, including Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE as invited guests. 
There а real and comprehensive program was to be launched with the chief 
emphasis on unity among German Americans, This dinner was planned to launch 


the Provisional National Committee of German Americans, . > 


At the general conference of the "German American" séwepapor head 
in New York City, February 25, 1945, a panel was conducted on the re-edy 
tion of German war prisoners. The panel submitted a resolution which. wa 
adopted y the conference and publíéhed in the March 1, 1945 issue of the 
"German Ameri dert of this resolntion was to the effect that since 
it ie essenti tap out all vestiges.ef Nasism and Fasctem, and since 
there are presently 300,000 war prisoners in the United States who could be- 
come a democratic force after their return to Germeny, it was therefore to 
the best interest of the world that these prisoners be re-educeted and the 
"German American", an anti~Fascist German publication, te the best means for 
this re-education and "whereas the Trade Union Victory Committee of German 
Americans is the best suited organizational expression with which to carry 
out such re-educational program, be it resolved that this conference of 
German American anti-Nasis renew their pledge to do all in their power to 
further all efforts in the re-education of German war prisoners in the United 
States." The resoiution went on to urge German Americans to distribute the 
paper and other "proper literature" for the prisoner camp libraries, i 


af 
Pi 


ae 
In this opmnection Confident ormant was presen m 
n call who is belieyed to be 
| end the Seorétary of JOSEPHNOURRAN, President 
6 е Nation Sime Union. stated that he was representing the 


Committee for Re~efucating German Priso 
Sur whether 52 pa aah pen ners and was interested in find 


: or his committee, Тһе se ау 
that they had received а letter in regard to the ma Th е р 


: tter % 
Victory Committee о? German American Trade Unionis n pe viet злева оў. 
CURRAN had sponsored the latter comittee instead of committee, 


28 
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CURRAN'S. secretary st e would take up the nat ter with Mr. CURRAN when 
he returned and the! committee would undoubtedly also receive a letter 
accepting sponsership on the part of CURRAN, It was also mentioned during 
the ceérse of the cofversation that LHO \HUBERMAN, Pavldoity Director of the 
National Maritime Union, had also sponsored PAUL'S ogmmittec. oe 
* 
Confidential Inf ornent— secured a copy of a letter data 
February 28, 1945 аййгеввей to the Victory Committee of German бал 
Trade Unionists, 1128 Lexington Avenue, which was signed by the "German 
American, Inc." In this letter it was stated that at the geneyal conference 
of the “German American" it was proposed by the trade gnion panel that the 
Victory Committee shóuld find a person who would become Jabor editor of the 
"Germen American," Thie letter requested the Victory Committee to. appoint 
this labor editor end have him submit his material in the near future. In 
с this connection it was noted from a review of the publication "The dernen 
American? that the trade union page reappeared in the February 1, 1945 issue 
and has again become a regular feature of the newspapers The lebor editor's 
паве is not know at the present tine. [Efforts are Se to ascertain 
his identity. МУ 
In the March 15, 1945 iesue of the "Gerxah American" — 
.article on the trade union page which is entitled "German American Trade 
Unionists Participate in legislative Action." he text of this article 
states that the Victory Committee has started a new activity~-the publication 
of a legislative bulletin. which outlines briefly important legislative 
measures before national, state or municipal legislative bodies and төсове, 
mends action to help pass good measures and debat bad ones, n 


coe ete to secure a copy of this bulletin but was “advised 
by on April 21st that it had not yet been published due to the 
pressure of work. It was stated by this informant that a great deal of the 
literature dealing with legislative problems was secured from the Great er 
New York Citizens Aten Committee and stamped with the name of the Victory 
Committee of German American Trade Unionists. This te an additional indt- 
cation that these organizations are working rather closely together. 


It is interesting to note that on the trade union page of the 
sane issue of the"German American" there appears an article entitled "Towards 
World Unity of Labor" hy OHARIOTTEAGTERN, War Activity Director of Hotel 
and Club Employees Union, Local 6. This article praised the World Trade 
Union Conference yhich had just ended in London and denounced the A. F. of 1. 
for its adherence-to the International Federation of Trade Unione which had 
barred the trade anions of Bussis.in its membership. : 
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Confidential Informant С мәве identity is mown to the 
Bureau, translated m article appearing in the New York "Staate-Zeitung 
Und Herold? of February 14, 1945. In this article the Victory Committee 
of Germen American Trade Unioniste announced that it had congratulated 
OHURCHILL, ROOSEVEM and STALIN on their broad pregram for world peace end 
world security drawn ap at tke. Crimean cpaference, The YOGATU concludgé, 
the article with ал appeal to H Americans of German extraction to ort 
the plans leid det at this histeyfecal conference. It was signed GUSTAVE 
FABER, General Seoretary. бот. f . 


The eastern conference of German American Prede Unionists sponsored 
by the subject organisation was held at the Free World. House, 1 r 
Street, New York City on April 15, 1945. nf 1dent 1al Infopmant ; 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, sed that MICHA р air 
man of the VCGATU, presided.. The Credential Committee reported the following 


delegates as present? 


85 from the CIO 
80 from! A. F. of L. 


3 from the Workmen's Benefit Association 
2 from Philadelphia a 
1 from Nature Friends 


There were also 29 guests and friends present, пакі the total 
attendance of 79 persons, 


was on his way to the Sen Francisco conference, His répresentative spoke on 
the Yalta decision urging suppobt of it and stating that trade unionists must 
achieve the aims of thé World Trade Union Conference, OBERMEIZR then intro- 
duced JOSEPHI SEY of theMtalien Labor Committee who spoke briefly on 
the chaotie conditions in Italy and urge& support of the decisions arrived 
at by the Yalta agreement. This speaker emphasized the desirability of the 
of the A. T. of L. aligning themselves in the World Trade Union Council along 
with the CIO. The next. speeker wr unidentified woman representing the 
League of Women. According t this woman urged ali delegates to be 
active in their unions and bring the message of international world trade 
unionism to every union member. She also urged each trade union member to 


write to his Senator in support of the San Francisco comférence to be h 
on April 25, 1945, . 0 confer 0 eld 


MARGARET ADLER of the"Germen American" newspaper made a short 
speech ur at the Prens present to collect food and clothes for Russia, 
apparen connection with sian War Relief. The Resolutions Committee 
composed of ERIONSAENGER, RUDOLF\KOHLER and three other individuale not known 


2 


* 
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to this informant took the figr, ul resolutions were passed, Undoubtedly 
they will be published in Тогай иіле issues of the "German American" and 


will We subsequently reported. 


bi advised that there was some discussion on the resolution 
concerning the use of Germans for slave labor rebuilding Iurepe. After 
some discussion this resolution was tabled, Тһе informant said that the 
delegates were divided on the desirability of supporting such harsh terns 
for the conquered German people.  After'/& lengthy speech the OBSÉMPIER 
compremiée resolution yas adopted on this resolution to the effect that 
there would be no obstacles placé in Russia's way at the San Francisco. g 
conference when sha &amanded dern labor to rebuild Bussia. Тһе infoyent 
advised that at this conference GUSTAVEXFABER апа BRIO SAENGER again dipha- 
sized the educational value and progrese of the"Gersan American" newspaper, - 
pertigulerly in prisoner-of-war camps. For the support of this paper $25.00 
was collected frog a delegata. of the National Maritime Union. This delegate, 
whose identity could not be афрегъаіпей by вайб а very tapressive 
speech from the floor. He was а well-dressed, well-built seaman who stated 
that he was orgemising and distributing pamphlets ‘and literature, including 
the "Germen American” in every port in which hie ship touched, According to 
the informant; thig man was an effective spesker and was shown a great deal 
of deference by the officials and the delegates present at the conference. 
‚ It was the ínformant's opinion that this man was ай important. international 
Communist. Following this speech there was an anouncement of an additional 
eastern conference of German American trade unionists te be called in about 
three or four months, Тһе meeting adjourned about 7:30 p.m. 


„59801014181 — С \мәв conversation 
betwee FX Er ДГ lof the 
Pan-American Division of the National Maritime Union ami a knowr Oommüniet, 
This conversation en Feb 16, 1942. Daring the course of 

the conversation, asked if the last Executive Board 
meeting of the National Marit ine en up anything abeut the dernen 
American Trade Union Committee, stated that he did not know as 
he was not present at the meeting. It is believed that this conversation 
referred to sponsorship of the National Maritime Union of the Ү00470, ar 
some affair being held under the auspices of that organisation, pa 


2 эт". 

Detectie 2 | New York City Police Department, and al 
FRITZ STRASSNER, Chairman of the German American Committee, Local 89, chefs, 
Cooks and Pastry Cocke, A. T. of L., were contacted for additional: information 
concerning subject organization with negative results. STRASSHER stated that 
he had sent two delegates of his German American Committee to the eastern 
conference of German American trade unionists, nentioned above, but that 
they had not as yet reported to him. M EN 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
С ашы May 3, 1945 at New York, New York, are ав followst 
1 identity is known to the Buresu, (Further 
protect sea]. * 


mex. а highly confidential and reliable source who had access 
oks 


t the books and records of the“AGernan Ame Inc," (newspaper), 505 
, Broadway, р 
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ТЕ THE FV. . @ 3721 
if 
È 


104-9620, — 24 
Ы М DECLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC K 
E ede 


ON 03-21-2006 
The Commissioner Мау 31, 1945 
Immigration and Yaturaligation Service ‚ 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


EN 


r 


ф^ 


ОТТО KARL KAVEN, Member of the Victory Committee of the Jerman 
American Trade Unionists, New York, New York 


Reference is made to the memorandum of Иг. Perry И. Oliver dated May 
10, 1915, wherein information is requested concerning the above captioned indi- 
vidual and the organisation of which he is a member, your reference numbers 
56215/698; A-335557h. 


The name of Otto Karl Kaven, 53) East 118th Street, New York City, birth 
date indicated as March 8, 1899, appesred on a list of names of individuals who 
were alleged to have registered at the German Consulate in New York City subsequent 
to the outbreak of the present war, This registration was in conformance with 
the German law requiring German nationale of military age who were abroad to reg- 
ister at the nearest German Consulate in the event that nation became involved 
in war. Ең 65-1882 


The name of Otto Karl Kaven, 1,5 ‘est 70th Street, New York City, ap- 
peared on а list of names of individuals who registered at the German Consulate, 
New York City, pereen Januaiy 1, 1939, and July 1, 1941, for German passports. 


The files of this Bureau reflect that information concerning the Victory 
Committee of the German American Trade Unionists was forwarded to your Service by 


memorandum dated N 1,1 1 to a request for information concern- 
ing one your reference numbers 56211/176; 
56211/177; 178; 561 and 2530-Р-98067. Information concerning this 


organisation was also fumished with our memorandum of February 10, 1915, in 
reply to your request for information regarding one Michael Obermeier, your memo- 
randum dated January 17, 1945, 100-9610) 


үш | 


. Tolso 
E. А. Tam 
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LL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
RREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


“ғ 
Memorandum - UÑITED STATES GOVERK 


56215/698; Het 


Immigration a 
ven, member of the 
fond st. New York, New 
| bir. Lio don 

This Service 1s considering the eligibility of the above named } tr. 2 0e 
petitioner for citizenship. It is requested that all informatigm. Q 2-12. 
you may have concerning him and the above named organization мра. 
furnished us in duplicate. ы 


The following data is submitted to assist you іп this regard: The 
petitioner, a resident of 145 West 78th Street, New York, New York, 
was born on March 8, 1899, at Wessermunde, Hanover, Germany; is 
married; claims the occupational status of "waiter", entered the 
United States at New York, New York, on шша 7, 1925, ав a crew member 
aboard the SS Columbus. 


It has been alleged that the organization in question had tried to 
absorb а number of organizations including the German American League 
for Culture, The Nature Friends, and other societies which were sus 
pected of being communistically inclined. 
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35 i 41 123.15 


OF 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


і THIS CASE бнер. NEW YORK A NEW YORK CONES Y NTIAL Mrs мо. 100-57744, ст 


| REPORT MADE BY b6 
b7C 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD м8 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK | 7/10/45 by 6,746.11, 42) 12/45 | | 


?АСТЕН OF CASE 


TITLE 
Ж AI I TIL. і © 
MICHAFL JOHN OBERMEIER, Was HEREIN IS x тта ' INTERNAL SECURITY ~ С 
EXCEPT ЧГ WE ASSTPIED BY 60309/AUC_TAM/DdG/c 


M —  — — enen. 
ON 03-21-2006 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject still resides in Flushing, New York 
and is president of Local #6, Hotel and Res- 
ltaurant ‘iorkers Union, AFL. Informant ad- 
vises subject stit prominent and influential 
ember of CPA; however, nolds no official 
title, Active in trade union circles and is 
follower of CPA line. Remains chairman of the 


5 p -REASON - wet „=: 

ығ DATE ОР Ri, 
БЕКЕНЕНСЕ: |. "E Bureau file 100-96104, CP #30 $1 
zl. < Report of Special Agent 


А New York, 9/7/44. 


Ihis subject is considered to be & Key Figure in D7 
Communist activities in the New York Field Divisione b7D 


(0) 

Confidential Perg ans lr lat ars Special Agent 

55 in September 1944 that the subjec applied for final 
Ө es Citizenship and that from a reliable source ascertained that 
subject might be shortly granted his final citisenship. Informant stated 


that, in nis opinion, subject was a representative of the Russian government 
and was associated with high circles of Soviet influences, 


Cong ident nfor: pa шоа [advises that of the National 
Negro Congress ape NI Headquarters een presented with 


the problem of what disposition should be made of $5000 contribution which P 
the subject had suggested be divided among various negro ағады in A 0); 


ТАҒ eevee Амр 3355 m" sap fme ; DO,NOT WRITE SERGE ы — 
COPIES DESTROYED ЦУ £0: 2 27. 3 27 aom 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT | ET жи 
5 = Bureau | 
1 Col. S.V. Gonstan e, D of I, as 


dudo еі (CONFI TIAL 


С. 8. ur f UND MFV E 
— — 
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York e had decided, according to the informant, 
that this money could possibly be given to the National Negro Congress, b2 
Council of African Affairs, George Washington Carver School and the Negro b6 
Labor Victory Committee, A 

(i w) (U) b7D 


Feontsdontsan Informant . eee identity is known to the Bureau, 
advised t the subject remains W chairman of tne Victory Committee of 

German American Trade Unionists, a known Communist front organization.  Infor- 
mant stated tnat subject acted as спа: гвап for tne “astern Conference of 

German American Trade Unionists meeting which was spqnsored by the Victory 
Comaittee of German American Trade Unionists. He stated that this conference 
was held at the Free “orld House, 144 Bleecker Street, New York City on 

April 15, 1945. He advised that tne representative of LEOMKRZYCKI, Chairman 

of the American olish Labor Council, spoke at the conference, urging support 
of the decisions veacned at Jalta. He advised that OBERMEIER introduced 
JOS;PHINP*-MOSSEY o^ the Italian Labor Comnittee and considerable discussion 

was had оп a resulution concerning thé ise of Germans for slave labor in the 
rebuilding of Europe. He advised that the delegates were divided on the 
support of the use of sucn harsh terms for the German people, but that the 
subject proposed a compromise resolution to the effect that there wovld be 

and should be no obstacles placed іп the Russian way at the San Francisce 
Conference when she demanded German labor for her use in the rebuilding of 
Russia, Informant also advised that a person by the name Ep eed 

had been acquainted with the subject years ago H his 

ome town in Bavaria and that the subject's ambition had been to establish 

a Communist Party in nis home town, The informant advised that the subject b7C 
still retains his position as president of Local #0 of the Hotel and Restau- b7D 
rant workers Union, AFLe — — 


{ont idontiat Informant [. — jerso advised that ROSMYORTIS, member 

of the National Committee of the CPA and pour the Hotel and 

Restaurant Zmployees Union, had commented in his presence concerning the 

subject in connection with the sending of a congratulatory telegram to 

QUINN of the New York State Assembly in connection with the victory in the 

New York State Assembly of the IVSS-QU Anti-Discrimination bill, Q (U) b2 
(U) b7D 

[Confidential Informant sed that while in conversation with 

a member of Local #0 of the Hotel aid Restaurant workers Union, 701 8th Avenue, 

New York City, he leaned that this organization, led by the subject, was 

leading а fight at the Central Trades and Labor Council to have the AFL unions 

in New York go on record to establish membership with tne World Trade Union 

Congress, an organization stated by the informant to be controlled maily Буг 


M 
» 2 
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the Communist Party of Russiae Informant stated that subject, as well as the 
entire executive board of Local %6 were censored at a recent meeting of the 
Central Trades and Labor Council for making an issue of the question of ай» 
mittance to the above-mentioned Communist setup, after having been refused the 
floor on this question by the chairman of the Sentral Trades and Labor Conncil. 
The informant stated that WILLIANWG:XEN, President of the AFL, had publicly 
stated that the AFL would not affiliate with the orld Trade Union Congress 
"because Russian labor unions are not free unions!!, (м (U) EU 
(0 

[contidentiar Informant |__| advised that the subject was still 
definitely a prominent and influential member of the ОРА, although he holds 
no official title at the present time. Informant stated that prior to its 
dissolution, ne believed that the subject was on the Trade Union Commission 
of the New York State Committee of the Communist Party, 


Confidential Informant[ ^ ]aávised that he nad ascertedsed that GIL 
GREEN, President of the New York State CPA, had contact with MARTINNQOUNG, 
in connection with the election campaign of MICHAENMQU'LL in the Latter part 
of 1943 and that YOUNG was desirous of contacting subject inasmucn as he, 
YOUNG, believed it would mean $500 more for QUILL's campaign fund. / ex (U) 


Confidential Informant[ I stated that it had come to his attention 
that of the Industrial Section of tne CPA, in the spring of 
1944, een interested in ascertaining tne identities of the persons 
attending the meeting of group in ор-ові%іоп to the SPA and that she had said 
that subject would be a good source to ascertain who was attending this 


opposition meetings ЕС (0) 


[contidential Informant{ Jasvised that the German American Comzittee, 


Local #89, Chefs' Union, AFL, had been invited to join the Victory Committee 
of German American Trade Unionists of which subject was president. The ine 
formant stated that the German American Comnittee had declined to accept this 
invitation after attending a special meeting of the Victory Committee, inas- 
much as it was the belief of the organization that the subject and others in 
the Victory Comittee of German American Trade Unionists were Communists and 
that the organization was not intended as a patriotic German American orga- 
nization but was for the purpose of futtiering tne interests of the Communist 
rarty among’ German American Trade Unions, The informant stated that the 
subject exerted considerable influence and even spoke privately with those 
members in attendance at the Victory Committee meeting, although ne seldom 
officially spoke at those meetings. 


The Daily Worker newspaper for October 26, 1944 reflected that the 
subject, with others, sponsored a Japanese Americans for Roosevelt rally, 
held in New York City in October, 19442 This article reflected that among 
the speakers was THELIMWDALE, Executive Secretary of the National Negro Con- 
gresse The Daily Worker newspaper for November 27, 1944, reflected that the 
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subject was scheduled to speak at a raily sponsored by tne Japanese American 
Comnittee for Democracy, to be held on December 6, 1944. 


b2 

b7D “confidential T ME ыты is known to the Bureau, 
advised that the subject was listed as a sponsor of the German American Anti- 
Nazi Monthly, which was in turn sponsored by the German American Emergency 
Conference in 1943. The German American anti-Nazi Monthly, as reflected by 
the informant, was the official publication of the German American League 
for Culturee 


The April 15, 1944 issue of the publication PEOPLES VOICE, reflected 
that the subject spoke at a German American Emergency Conference meeting 
and stressed tne fact tnat economic inequality prepared the ground work for 
race hatred, 


b6 . eee ͤ K TIS 
b7C tnat ne had known the subject years ago and that he was connected witn labor 
unions in some way at that time, He advised that he knew the subject came 
from Bavaria, but knew absolutely nothing concerning subject's baekground 
or concerning subject's activities in Germany, He stated that he had not seen 
the subject in New York for a great number of years and knew nothing about 
his activities in this country, 


The United States Post Office, Flushing, New York, Office of the 
Superintendent of Mails, advised that tne subject still received mail at nis 
residence at 69-15 178 Street, Flushing, Long Island, New Yorke 


The writer, from observation, ascertained that tne subject resides 

in a private home located at 69-15, 178 Street, Flushing, 
The following Confidential Informants, whose identities are known 

to the Bureau, were contacted concerning tne subject witn negative results: 


ГА 


"(ex 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS TA т A 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


NEW YORK FItLD DIVISION 


Will continue to-follow and report tne Commumist activities of 
the subjects 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS CONFIDENTIAL 


= The identities of the Confidential Informants mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent ated July 10, 1945 at New York, 
New York are as follows: 


по 
в previously furnished 
valuable information con- 
cerning Communist infil— 
tration of tne Food Workers 
Union, 


“Confidential Informant{  ] whose identity is 
kn to the Bureaue 


Confidential Informant| | — . 
Special Squad 1, 


NYC Police Department, е; ) 


Confidential Informant| | [ — — ]" ose identity is 
known to the fureau. 


Confidential Informant |_| —— | identity is 
to the Bureau. 


————— "| BFF 
the German American Committee, 


Local #89, Chefs! Union, AFL, 
NYC, 
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United States Department of Justice 
New York, Меп York 


Ick: Hop October 10, 1915 
100~25590 


CON TIAL 
Director, FBI 


ж 
Не: VICTORY COMMI'TEER OF 

(GERUAN-AMERICAN “RADE 

UNIONISTS; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
Dear oir: 

Enclosed herewith are two copies of the typewritten report 

of Confidential National Defense Informan dated October 1, 
1945 pertaining to a program spon red by the d Nations Victory 


Festival on September 30, 1945 at the Brooklyn Labor Lyceum, 
949 Willoughby Lvenue, Brooklyn, New York, 


me ed = rd paragraph of Informant's 
report is undoubte of the above captioned 


organization, 
Very truly S, 
CE CS 
С» „ 
Sac „ 


E. E. CONROY 


ECLASSIFIED BY 603099/AUC TAM/DCG/ САК 
N 03-21-2006 Э 
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ALL YNFORMATION CONTAINED NL TI p MEC 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Oct. 2,- 19 


— Te 
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DATE 03-21-2006 


pt. M the Wi Ced Natione Victory Festival sponsored а program 


TAN гс pean давсез and singing at Brooklyn Labor Lyseum, 269 Willoughby 


Avenue. Тһе entertainers were Are. Syivia’Kahn who aang songe popular 

in party oirgles, Yugoslav Shorus "Unity" led by Dr. Luje-Goranin, The 
Tanboritea artet e led by Nadye-farenda, Austrian Dance Group, Radiehev 
Singers led by Helen.G«toaehefiska, Polish Dance Group made up of AYDera,' 
а ten year old Amerigan-Russian boy who did а cossack dance, and the Karl 
Weiss Band. 


Those scheduled оз the program but not apponring were Estelle Parnos, 
pianist, Michael-Lopes, Spanien entertainer, Finnian Folk Group, and 
Spanish Polk Group. 


Very brief spesches were sade by 55 director of organisation 
far the 010, Brich,.Saenger (phonetic) of the newsletter, Germany Today, а 
Иг. Rumpf who appeared to be boss of the show, and а representative of the 
Austrian Trade Union Committee. Tru авва (phonetic) was chairwoman, 
Johannes"Steele, a scheduled speaker, was unable to attend besause of а 
death in his family, according to Бир, 


Speaking in Steele's stead, Ruspf praised the spirit of the festival 
whiah «as one of sany тауа of carrying out the Oharter of the United 
Nations. He sald the UNVF, with headquarters at 144 Bleeker St., intends 
to continue its work of fostering friendship between the anti-fasoists of 
different nationslitica. 


Saenger, who was Jeseribed as a veteran of 40 years in the labor move- 
ment, plugged the newsletter, Gerzany edited hy the quen donnuni at 
Alberé-florden. He followed with & solo i about Ike and Hike, а 2 and 
a Christian who were always quarreling aueh to the delight о? their boas. 

To make sure nis audience got the point, Ne told thea that racial inharnony 
is always in the interests of the bosses at the enen of (Ба workers. 


The Austrian Trade Union Qoaaittee representative spoke hia appreciation 
of the Renner jovernaent for laying the groundwork of a free Austrian 
people, 


Kehoe said tue vistory over (086488 proved the strength of anti-fascisis 
of all nationalitisa, out taey suat continue to fleht to win the peace, 
Tuia fignt, be continued, must be direeted ageinst Thomes Dewey and hia 
Republican colleagues who are the Leaders of anti-demeeraqy in America, 

He then accused Dewey of sup, orting amti-Bemitise and seaaures against the 
foreign born, He concluded with an appeal for the & eetion of O' Day ar, 


baut 622 persons were present, although errangemente were made for 
&bout 1,200, The grest ority жеге non-Jewish Russians, followed by a 
spring. of other Slavonio groupa. No golieotiom was taken. On sale 
at the literature table were Isvestia, Pravde, Rugsky Golos, Yew Times із 
Russian and imglish, Moscow News, other Msstan- ar lived ud ii ont i n, and 
Germany Today. 

Текріса tue varied national 450277 and genus promised, the ac zent, са» 
heavily on the Buseíam side, on the interest of the айдїөпсє ch? 
z. ad sulte attached to іле Soviot Resine, 


igefiets an. nin a danse at 
— et this ergativt 


Tae” ÁÀustro-amorigan 
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Yous pedo ous. 
Жариев ~ сс» өрте 


та Get. «2. 
AE oit Sp. 
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о D STATES DZPARTMHUNT OF ru 1 43 3 0 | 
Immigration апа Naturalization Servi 
70 Columbus Avenue 


Now York 23, N. Ye File No 2271350451 RD - 
October 16, 1945 Brooklyn 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ў "E ЕН 
Department оГ Justice БЕ ; 4 1 
washington 25, D. C. Si : * 


Attention: Security Division 


Please furnish a report as to the nature of any information contained 
in any file which your Bureau may have concerning the following: 


ary 


amc s M 
Homo | 1 OBERMETER ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
FBI No. if any: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
; DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 
Alien Registration No.: 4690122 ТАМ/РСС/ САК 
Date of Birth: November 13, 1892 
Place of Birth: Munich, Germany 
Places of residence: 69-15 178th Street, Flushing, J. B. 


(lest 5 years) 
Race: white Color: white Sex: male 


Please mail the attached copy of this request with your reply to the 


address shown bolow. N А > ‚ 
2 


P 
А, P OL és 8 


We 
. District Director 
(In duplicate) New York District 


MAIL ТО: [00-96104 - 


District Director Gare Р 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 

70 Columbus Avenue 

New York 25, М. Ү, 


According to Burean files, ycursubjeot hrs been long active az a Lef 
Wing leader in New York Lebor movements апа a consistent follower of inho C 
Party line, Пе hes been the president of Local Ко, 6, Hotel end Nestaucent (ЗЫ 
AFL. Пе таз the president of the Victory Comities of the German-imcricar T 
Unionist end active in German-American Lmergenoy Conference, both of which we 
Communist fronts. In 1925, he was a member of the executive beard of Ше Trade 
Union Educational League under William 2. Foster, presently the Secretary—Gensral 
of the Communist Party of the United States. It has been reliably reported to this 
Burea the buht was an international representative of the Communist Party 


aA god 8-24-45) (over) 
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from ѓлегіса «ho once worked in Russia under the Red Interne tional Trade 
Union, He маз also reports! to havo attended the Lenin Institute of Moscow 
during 1923. As of July 10, 1945, he was still considered a prominent 
influential member of the Commnist Political Association, 
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| SAC, New York 3 
a | | ў November 27 194. 
ғ ° 
John Ға а V ; V a 
: gar Hoo er, Director, Federal Bureau of In estig tion 
b7C 


submit ur office 
dated May 5, 1943. Tt ta тез the report of Special Ашен 
this investigation кыште that а Supplemental rejo b 
© be made available to the B 7. | 
ureau a 
8 ке E 


&S possible. 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AT 
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Coffey ——————— 
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Ladd. 
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Rosen —————— 2 | 
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— Trade Union Committee 


meee “FABER, Secretary of VCGATU, and WILLIAM"V 


ч К 5 | `% 2 
FEDERAL BUREAU 1 7 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60309/AUC TAM/DCG/CAK 


TniscaseonioinaTepar NEW YORK ON 03-21-2006 NY ru но. 100-25590 ЈС 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADR оов. 
NEW YORK 1/31/46 | 2/21;26-29 
1 2 7 
m VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GE AMERICAN TRADE CHARACTER OF CASE 
UNIONISTS, also known абу German American 
Council of Trade Unionists er nan American INTERNAL SECURITY - С 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject organization presently maintains office 

at Free World House, 144 Bleecker Street, Mo. 

А VCGATU sponsors "Union Spotlight" editorial 

! page in the semi-monthly paper “German American", 
Organization presently advocating through editorials 
in "German American® speakers and letter to government 
officials for recognition of the "proven anti-Nazi 
Germans in occupied Germany", VCGATU defends Russia's 
foreign policy and quotes information from Russian 
periodicals, Organization approves control 
bomb by United Naticns Organization, Also s 
CIO-UAW in strike against General Motors, 


pz Organizational Director of VCGATU, reported to have 
joined other German American representatives in 
meeting, November 7, 1945, with representatives of 
State and War Departments, Washington, De C. for 
formation of organization to be known as "American 
Committee: for the Relief of German Children and 
Needy, Іпс,", Informant s report officers of instant 
organization are in contact with known members of 
the Communist Party. WILLIAM VON RUMPF reported ag 
active member of 16th AD Club of CPA, 


-P- Classified by anal 
Declassify on: а 69 


REFERENCE: ро Bureau File No. 100-961. 
bic Report of Spdoial Agent| J ман i. 2303 
5/3/45. 


Kr ou ЖА Аллада, СЕ 
COPIES DESTROYED 0..6 Уур: 
COPIES оғ THIS REPORT! `- a | 
e QUPY ім и: 
5 Bureau а, С ` 
1 Cole S.V. Cons D. of Ie, 2 SC a 
3 New York оК % N 
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DETAILS: ACTIVITIES QF ORGANIZATION 


The April 1, 1945 issue of thé "German American", a semi-monthly 
publication, contains an article announcing that GUSTAV TABIR, Secretary of 
the У:ОТОНҮ COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, addressed an audience 
of 400 merchant seamen at the Seamen's Institute on March 22, 1945. His topic 
was “German American and Tal ta“. 


The "Daily Worker", dated May 10, 1945, on Page 8 contains an article 
entitled U. S. Germans Hail Defeat of Fascism", reflecting statements of GUSTAV 
FABER, Executive Secretary, and WILLIAM VON RUMPF, Director. The article read: 


“Americans of German descent yesterday hailed the defeat of Hitler 
Fascism and pledged their efforts to help destrcy Fascism throughout the world, 
The real perpetrators of German Fascism must be sought out, swiftly brought to 
trial and punished as war criminals, Europe must be rebelled and the German 
people have a moral responsibility in this task. It is their only means of 
showing their rejection of Fascism. The regeneration of a democratic Germany 
must be brought aboute The United Nations should avail themselves of the proven 
anti-Fascist Germans remaining Germany or in exile for this task," 


The "German Americe" for June 15, 1945 on Page 3 contains an article 
entitled "What Next With Germany?", This topic reflected that at a meeting at 
the Yorkville Casino, held under the auspices of the German American Emergency 
Conference, the VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, and the 
Friends of the "German American", Dr. FELL? BOENHEIM, Chairman of the German 
American Emergency Conference, sought to expose the reactionary forces in the 
United States which hate Russia and work for the destruction of American=Russian 
friendship.  BOENHEIM in his speech emphasized that the "hatred of Russia is 
dangerous, It may lay the groundwork for the next war. . 


This article set out that WALTER“MUELLER, Secretary of the German 
American Bmergency Conference, spoke next, calling for the support of the 
German American plan for the re-education of German war prisoners and assistance 
of political refugees in this country. In the discussion that followed, GERHART 
EISLER emphatically denounced the theory of the master German race and called 
for assistance in the building of a new Germany free from Fascism, 


The files of the New York Field Division rofleeted that GRHART'EJSLER 
is a German refugee who is reported to be an influential international communist, 


The "Daily Worker" of July 14, 1945 sets out a statement that GUSTAV 
FABER, Executive Secretary of VCGATU, urged that anti-Fascist political parties 
be allowed to re~organize an American occupied zone in Germany, In a letter sent 
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to the United States Secretary of Wer and State, FABER stated that by permitting 

the old Catholic, democratic, social democrats, and Communist parties to re-organize, 
an American military government would be given respect and responsibilities to 

the proven anti-Nazi Germans «nd encourage democratic movements in Germany, 

1% is noted that the "Daily Worker! sets out that this letter was dispatched 

in the name of 200,000 American workers of German descente 


The "German American" of August 1, 1945 under the article entitled 
"The Renewal of Political Life in Germany” supports an agreement between the 
Communist and the social democrats in Germany as expressed by WILHELM" PIECK, 
Secretary of the Comunist- Papty in Germany, for the clearing of the way for 
a "German labor party of & маф st-ecientific basis, 

This article sets out "Therefore, the Victory Committee of German 
American Trade Unionists, which during the entire war has pitilessly and 
continually worked for the defeat of Hitler Germany, is the first German 
organization recently to address an appeal to our government in the name of 
thousands of workers affiliated with it to lift the ban on the formation of 
democratic political parties in the American 20пе,". 


The August 4, 1945 issue of the “Daily Worker® sets out an article 
under the heading "National Groups Warmly Receive Results of Potsdam 
Conference", in which GUSTAV FABER, Executive Secretary of the VCGATU, stated 
that the Potsdam Conference has given the green light to Germany's democratic 
forces, 


The "German American" issue of September 1, 1945 sets out a Labor 
Day greeting to the psper on Page 3 ав follows: 


“For the establishment of a democratic Germany in a democratic world. 
For a strong and united World Trade Unionist Movement, 9 


This greeting was signed by the Victory Committee of German American 
Trade Unionists, 


On Page 9 of the same issue the following announcement appeared: 


"Our readers from New York and vicinity are cordially invited to 
а puhlic discussion of the theme mas Germany A Future 1. Тһе 8peaker was 
noted to be GERHART EISLER and was to be held on Wednesday, September 12th, 
at 8:30 P. M. in the Transport Workers Hall, 153 West 64th Street, New York 
City, It is noted that this meeting was held under the auspices of the Friends 
of the German American, VOGATU, and the German American Emergency Conference, 
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The October 1, 1945 issue of the "Germen American® announced that 
GERHART EISLER in his address on September 12, 1945 had praised the Potsdam 
Resolution and suggested that the "Cerman American" help support the "best 
elements" in Germany to achieve understanding and confidence in the world, 


The "German American" of September 15, 1945 on Page 3 published a 
declaration urging Americans of German descent to take part in the building 
of a democratic Germany. The declaration sets out that those persons who are 
using the slogan “that Fascism is the fault of Russia" are trying to spotlight 
the united front of the nations and start a third world war. This article was 
signed by GUSTAV FABER, Editor of the "German American", MICHAEL JOOEERMETER, 
Chairman of the VCGATU, Dr. FELIX BOENHEIM, Chairman of the German American 
Emergency Conference, and WALTER MUELLER, Chairman of the Friends of the 
Germen American, 


Confidential Informant| ] advised that on September 27, 1945, GUSTAV 
FABER, Executive Secretary of the VOGATU, and FERDINAND-6MITH, Secretary of the 
National Meritime Union, a reported Commmist, held a conference regarding a 
contribution which FABER was seeking from the National Martine Union for the 
German American Trade Union Committee, At the conference, FABER stated that 
his committee now issued a four page folder called "Germany Today” э Which 
contains newest information regarding Germanye 


It is noted that a review of the morning issues of the "German American! 
reflects that the publication still contains an entire page of the paper devoted 
to "The Union Spotlight" sponsored by the VCOATU, ‘The November 15, 1945 issue 
of the "German American" contains an article on the page devoted to "The Union 
Spotlight" entitled "Trade Unions in Germany", It is noted that an excerpt 
from an article which appeared in the magazine "New Times" published in Moscow 
is the text of the article "Trade Unions in Germany", 


The aforementioned article sets out that intense political educaticn 
will be needed to infuse new healthy blood into the veins of the German working 
class movement and to so purify it of the "Fascist contamination", This article 
reflected that MARSHAL\ZHUKOV's order on June 11, 1945, granting free and 
unhampered activity to the anti-Fascist party, will permit German workers to 
perform new free trade unions, 


In an editorial on the same page of the November issue of the "German 
American" there is an article which reflects that the VOGATU approves the CIO 
Resolution for control of the atomic bomb by the United Nations Organjzaticn, 


ae RUTH! 
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On September 30, 1945, Confidential Informant[ ^ ^ ] whose identity 
is known to the Bureau, reported that the United Naticng Victory Fe eld 
at the Brooklyn Labor Lyceum was attended by 600 persons. Informant 
related that WILLIAM VON RUMPF appeared to be Master of Ceremonies and spoke 
to the gathering eoncerning the fostering of friendship between anti-Fascist 
and other different nationalities, Informant advised that the meeting's 
accent was “heavily on the Russian side, 


The January 1, 1946 edition of the "German American" contained an 
article entitled "Back Up Your Brothers}", in which the VICTORY COMMITTRR OF 
GERMAN AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS, the GAEC, and the Friends of the "German 
American" urged the readers to send contributions of goods and money to the 
Regional Office of the United Automobile Workers to aid them in their strike 
against General Motors, 


The "German American" issue of November 15, 1945 contains an advertise- 
ment of a meeting to be held at the Yorkville Casino, 216 East 86th Street, New 
York City, on November 23, 1945. It was reported that the topic "A Report on 
Relief of Postal Service to Germany" would be discussed, The speakers were 
advertised to be HANS AZ-SPECHT, GUSTAV FABER, and ERIC R, SAENCER, referred 
to іп the paper as members of the German American Delegation to Washingtone 


~ Confidential Info С] whose identity is known to the Bureau, 
advised that he learned that meeting held in Yorkville Casino on November 23, 
1945, there were ap-roximetely 600 persons present and that during the meeting 
approximately 200 people walked out of the hall when they sensed the Communist 
nature of the meeting, In this regard it is noted that the "German American" 
of December 1, 1945 contains an article which stated "About one hundred 
sympathizers of RTE Rum, using the old tactics of the Bund as they did before 
the war, noisily left the hall. Apparertly they thought to break up the meeting, 
Shouts of "break it up', "let's get out of here! and !Jews! could be heard", 


The December 1945 news letter, "Germany Today", published by ARTHUR 
NORDEN sets out that the meeting organized by the anti«Nazi German Americans 
in Yorkville New York on November 23, 1945 was interrupted by elements of the 
Chicago Fascist "Reliof" Movement organized by FRANN«WERK, who, the article 
stated, is а contact of GERALD IL. K;-8MITH, Regarding the speakers at the 
above meeting, it is noted that "German Amoricsn? of November 15, 1945 
contained a front page story reflecting that HANS A, SPECHT, GUSTAV FABER, 
and ERIC R. SAENGER, along with other German Americans from Cleveland and 
Chicago, contacted members of the State and War Departments of Washington, D. G., 
on November 7, 1945 on the formation of a group to be known as the "American 
Committee for tbe Relief of German Children and Needy, Ino n. 
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Confidential Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau, 
advised thet HANS А. SPECHT 1з very well known in German American circles in 
New York City and arge of the German American Bond Committee during 
the war. tas алара E that to his knowl SPECHT has never 
been identified with the Communist Party, Informan believes that SPECHT 
is being used by the Commmist element in the VCGATU the GAEC as a front, 


It is noted that ERIC R. SAENGER is reported to have been Secretary 
of the German District Bureau of the Commmist Party in 1936, and Confidential 
Informant reported on July 22, 1944 that ERIC SAENGER holds CPA Membership 
Card Number 8, belonging to the Queens County Headquarters of the CPA, 

New York City | (U) 


On December 28, 1945, the writer contacted FRITZ STRASSNER, Chairman 
of the German American Committee, Local 89, Chefs Union, А.Ғ. of L., and an 
employee at Manny Wolf's Restaurant, 49th Street and Third Avenue, New York 
City. STRASSNER was contacted inasmuch as he has been helpful in the past 
in this investigation and reported to be anti-Communistic in his sympathies, 
STRASSHER advised that his group has never joined the VCGATU and will not 
Join it because of the Communist elements in the subject organization, 
STRASSNER advised that he received letters and announcements, perhaps once 
a month fran the VOGATU, However, he has never gone to any of ir meetings 
or functions, STRASSNER advised that he understends that MI BERMELER 
is still Chairman of the VCGATU, that GUSTAV FABER is Secretery, and LEO 
BEIS-EL is Treasurer, STRASSNER advised that he learned there was а meeting 
in November at the Yorkville Casino in which various German American grcups 
participated, and he understood that many persons walked out of the meeting 
because of the Communistic nature of the speeches, STRASSNER could give по 
further information regarding the activities of subject organization, 


Confidential Infomant[ ^ I whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, translated an article in the January 1, 1946 issue of the "German 
American" which sets out an invitation to all organizations who are friends 
of the "German American", to the VCGATU, and the GAEC, to send representatives 
to a meeting to be held 8:30 P. M., January 14, 1946 at the Transportation 
Workers Hell, 153 West 64th Street, New York City. The purpose of this meeting 
was to work out plans for a huge rally of German Americans to be held March 10, 
1946 at the Irving Plaza Hotal, New York City. This article indicated that 
the Baas on March 10, 1946 would be identified as "A Salute to a Democratic 
Germany", 
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COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH SUBJECT CRGANIZATION 
————.—_—--—-—-—-—-—————————————————————-—————- 


The files of Special Squad One, New York Police Department, were 
examined by the writer on Januury 8, 1946 and reflected that GUSTAV FABER was 
reported to have been a former Commnist member of the German Reichstag, Their 
file reflected that GUSTAV FABER spoke at a meeting held at Manhattan Center, 
4th Street and 8th Avenue, New York City, оп Мау 17, 1945, which meeting 
was sponsored by the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 13 Astor Place, New York Citye 


The files of Special Squad One reflected that MICHAEL J. OBTRMETER's \ 
name is mentioned as one of the A. F. of Le leaders in the Commnist Party inner 
circles in an exposé by T OLMES, former negro leader in the Communist Party. 
This same information was published in the New York World Telegram, March 20th- 
25th, 1944, 


The above files reflected that WILLIAM L. VON RUMPF, 1453 First 
Avenue, New York City, was а Communist Party delegate to the American Реасе 
Mobilization held in Chicago, Illinois, in 1941, 


On May 13, 1945, Confidential Info: advised that he was 
present during a conference between VON RUMPF, Or zational Director of the 
VOGATU, and ISRAEL AMTER, Vice President of the New York City CPA, during which 
time VON RUMPF made an appointment for VON nd GUS (believed to be GUSTAV 
FABER) to see AMTER. Confidential Informant lso advised that VON RUMPF 
was printing a statement for AMTER that was to released on Monday, June 4; 
1945. Оп this same date, Jal so was present during a conference between 
FABER and AMTER, and AMTER advised that the statement that the refugees want 
to give out should not be backed by FABER's committee because of the political 
ideals of the refugees, < 


The "Daily Worker" of June 4, 1945 contained an article entitled 
"Sixteen Anti-Nazis Seek Visas for Return to Reich". 1% is believed that this 
article was the statement referred to by Confidential Informant the reported 
conference. This article sets out "Sixteen German art 1-Nazi re gees yesterday 
expressed their desire to return to Germany and appealed to the United States 
State Department for assistance,.....". .. 


(0) 

Confidential Informant L3, identity is kun to the Bureau, 
advised t WILLIAM VON RUMPF was an active member of the 16th AD Club of the 
Communist Political Association in New Yorke VON RUMPF also is the Treasurer 
of the Greater New York Council for Citizen’ Action, which is a reported 
Communist front organization. Не is also reported ав a Communist member 

of the United Electric, Radio and Mechanic Workers of America, Local 1227, CIO. 


ТАТЫ мі 
aTa тәзе ENS 
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Confidential Informan whose identity is known to the Bureau, 
advised on April 3, 1945 that at ecutive Committee meeting of the 
Yorkville Communist Club, New York City, WILLIAM VON RUMPF was asked to 
speak at the German American Forum to be held on April 10, 1945 by the club, 
However, VON RUMPF declined, stating that he was scheduled to speak over Station 
M. M. C. A. at 9:00 Р.М. VON RUMPF was reported to have asked at this meeting 
that all German Americm Trade Union members attend a meeting on Sunday, 

April 15, 1945, to be held at 2:00 Р.М, at the Free World House, 144 Bleecker 
Street, New York City, Y« (0) 


It is noted that + meeting was previously reported in the report 
of Special Agent ae dated Mey 3, 1945, at New York City. 

Оп February 10, 1944, Confidential Informant made available 
photostatic copies of a fifteen page memorandum publis by the German 
American Emergency Conference, 305 Broadway, New York City, entitled "Two 
Years of War and Work", In view of the fact that portions of this memorandum 


give a gocd outline of the purposes and systems of the instant organization, 
pertinent portions are set out below. 


"In trade unions in which a large number of German Americans aro 
organized, we save a task to make active union members of them and to discuss 
with then the possibilities which must be utilized to help speed the downfali 
of Hitler and to help prepare to rebuild plundered and destroyed free trade 
unions of Germany. We must lay the foundation for real solidarity between 
American trade unionists and the former trade unicnists which were the first 
to be victims of Hitler's bloody military suppression," 


“As one of the essential steps toward unity of German Americans 3 ап 
excelient leadership must be established among the German American trade 
unionists and understanding must be reached between existing trade union 
committees in different German communities and in districts where no Geman 
American Trade Unionist Committee is in existence, It shoukl be established 
in the shortest possible time, To organize a real national conference of 
German American trade unionists, the foundation must be the establishment of 
German American committees in all local unions and shops in which German 
Americans een be mobilized,* 


Confidential Informant [__]furnished a covy of a letter taken fron 


the desk of GUSTAV FABER, Editcr ot the "German American® and Secretary of the 
VOGATU, This letter, dated December 26, 1945, on the letterhead of tha 
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Communist Party of New York City, 35 East 12th Street, Mew York City, is set 
out verbatim as follas: 


"Dear Comrade: 


"A very important meeting will take place in my office on Saturday, 
September 29, at 10:00 A. M., on the fifth floor, 


"Phe meeting will not last long, and I hope you will be on time so 
that nobody will be held up unnecessarily, 


"I count positively on your being present, 


"Comradely yours, 
Israel Ambere 


XV mary 2, 1946, Speoial A contacted 
Conficential Informants identities 


known to the Bureau, with negative results concerning the subject 
organizations 


U 
Р On January 3, — contacted 
“Confidential Informant s whose ties are known to the 


Bureau, with negative results г subject organization. 


гу 3, 1946 Confidential Informant ^ advised Special Agent 
— € 7; the address of the VICTORY COMMITTEE OF GERMAN AMERICAN 
S 1s now l44 Bleecker Street, New York , and that the 
organization is a German Stalinist front. Informant advised that he 
believes this organization is now operated only as a "paper" front and used 
the same office as the organization "American Youth for a Free World, located 
at the Free Worid House, 144 Bleecker Mp cha New York City, 
1 


U 
‘who e identity is known to the Bureau, 
дее} organization is an active 
arty. a that WILLIAM VON RUMPF 
is an active national figure i German American moveme nd that VON 
and his wife, RUTH, are members of the Yorkville Club, CP. ornant [ Yo 
believed that all officers of the VCGATU are С Party members or 
sympathttically with the Communists. (Informant lated that he believed 
that FAbZR was а member of the Communist Party. (17) 
- PENDING» ~ 
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NEW YORK 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Will follow and report the activities of subject organization, 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


ential Informants mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
New York, dated January 31, 1946, are as follows: 


С [Ибсагмепилз1 Informant whose’ 
identity is known to the Bureau, 


A мету confidential end reliable so 
of = = to т sam | 
mm. onfidential Informan hose | 
ntity i5 known to ihe au. (0) 


ГЕ A highly confidential and reliable source 
of information known to the agents of the 


Pittsburgh Field Office, The 
referred to was in possession o 
a member of the National Committee o 


Comnunist Party, 


ШЕ; A highly confidential and reliable source 
who had access to the records of the office 
of the "German American" newspaper, located 
at 305 Broadway, Room 207, New York City, 
on October 1, 1945. This information is 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY b6 


13 b7C 
NEW YORK мв О Ср 7 


TITLE rat Е CHARACTER OF CASE 


MICHAEL JOHN `ОВЕНМЕТЕЕ, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY ~ 0 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORE 


ee ea а - —— —, 


ne. resides Flushing, NY and is president 
Local No. 6, Hotel & Restaurant Workers 


SYNOPSIS OF Е, 


0 


. Informants advised subjeot president of 
Алеуісап Trade Union Committee; active 
m Ameri ner genoy Conference; 

chairman of thejfiotory Committee of 

Ұпап American Trade Unionists, allegedly 

Communist front organizations, Informants 
state subject influential member of CP of 

long standing and very active in trade union 

circles in NY. Follows CP line in his Union 
and in каде union matters. 


ALL INF ORMATION CONTAINED 


b6 “Pes HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
by д 
REFERENCE: u File No, 100-961 DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/F Ue 
Report of Speoial Agent New York, 7/10/45, 
DETAILS: It was ascertained from personal ébservatioh and a 


check at the U. 8» Post Office, Flushing, New York that the subject oon- 
tinues to reside in & private home at 69-15 178th Street, Flushing, Long 
Island, New York, 


b2 js onfidential Informant whose identity is known 

b7D to the Bureau, advised that subject remains as president of Local No. 6 
of the Hotel & Restaurant Workers Union, AFL, now leoated at 305 West 
44th Street, Now York City, having moved from its location at 701 Ei ghth 
Avenue, New York City. 
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A review of the official publication of Local No, 6, Hotel & 
Restaurant Workers Union, AFL, the Hotel & Club Voice” reflects that 
tae subjeot was re-elected president of this Local by an outstanding vote 
on January 28, 1946, 


A review of this publication also reflected that the Union has 
grown from 446 members іп 1938 %6 20,000 members at the present time, Тһе 
publication reflected that OBERMEIER had in February, 1946 gone to Los 
Angeles, California as the National representative to the International 
Aeeting of the Union, During his absenoe CHARLES-€OLLINS, a well known 
negro Communist labor leader and executive secretary of the Negro Labor 
Viotory Committee, a Communist front organization, acted as president. 


The publication further reflected that the subject while on 
his trip talked to many servicemen and obtained their re-actions on many 
issues including their reaction to the labor movement, the menace of 
racial discrimination, etc. Не stated many soldiers from the South 
spoke sharply against discrimination end praised the courage and devo- 


tion of the negro men with whom they fought the common battle against 
Hitler, 


It was also reflected in this publication that the subjeot 
is seoretary-treasurer of the Joint Board of the New York State Culinary 
Alliance; is president of the German American Trade Union Committee; 
active in the German American "mergency Conferenoe and chairman ог the 
Victory Committee of German American Trade Unionists. 


In connection with subject's position as chairman of the 
Victory Committee of German American Trade Unionists the Maroh 2nd, 1946 
issued of the "Hotel & Club Voice" reflects that subject presided at a 
meeting in the latter part of February, 1946 of this Committee and 
stated that the Victory Committee has been oombting Nazism among German 
Americans since the beginning of the war and would continue to do so 
until the menace of Nazi am and Fasoism is eliminated, 


According to this publication the subject introduced “#ILLIAM 
ETQODD, Jr., воп of the former J.S. Ambassador to Berlin, who spoke 
at the meeting, Resolutions were adopted by the delegates which соп- 
sisted of 24 CIO and 21 AFL Unions, calling upon our State & War De- 
partments to publish the list of Nazis in the United States, found in 
Germany; urging the American Labor movement to give all possible aid to 
German workers for the formation of one united German Trade Union Move- 
ment end а resolution supporting the transport workers union of New York 
City in their demands for a collective bargaining agreement and a wage 
inorease. 
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A message was also sent to the German workers in which they 
urged the trade union and both workers parties, the Social Democrats 
and the Communists, to insure unity in their ranks because a split in 
the ranks of labor made possible Hitler's assent to power, 


A review of the various issues of Local No, 6's official pub- 
lication reflects that the subject is very active in the trade union 
field and that the local of whioh subject is president has advocated 
the following: 


1) Sending protests to the President of the United States 
requesting the U, 5. Government break relations with Franoo Spain, 


2) Protesting the action taken by the New York Board of 
Education in the MAY N case, a teacher charged with racial dis- 
crimination and intolerance who was oleared by the Board of Education, 


5) Protesting against Churchill's speech in Missouri, 

4) Representatives of the Union engaging in the anti-France 
demonstration at the Spanish Consulate sponsored by the American Committee 
for Spanish Freedom and the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 


5) Protesting action taken by the New York newspapers against 
MICHAEL 9240111, New York City Councilman and alleged Communist, 


6) Supporting JOHANNES -ATEL in his oampaign for Congressman, 
7) Protesting the continuance of the Rankin un-American Committee 


and abolish the committee's hounding of the Joint Antí-Fascist Refugee Com= 
mittee, 


Confidential Tnforaant[ favi sea that the subject was a 
known Communist and an influential member of the Communist Party of long 
standing, He also advised that the subject was very active in the trade 
union field in New York and followed the Communist Party line in trade 
union matters, The informant stated he did not believe the subject was 
too active in actual Communist Party affairs at the present time but 
instead concentrated his efforts in trade union work for the Party. 


This informant further stated that the subject in addition 
to being president of Local Ко. 6, Hotel & Restaurant Workers Union, 
is chairman of the Victory Committee of German American Trade Unioni sts; 
president of the German American Trade Union Committee and active in t he 
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German American Emergency Conferenoe, all or which according to the in- 
formant are Communist front groups. 


The "Daily Worker" on May 10, 1945 refleoted that the subject 
representing the AFL was a delegate at the World Trade Union Conference 
held in California in Мау, 1945, 


dential Informan whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, advised that subject was de ely a member of the Communist 
Party and remained active in the trade union field in the Fall of 1944, 
he further advised that he had no pertinent information concerning any 
recent activities of the subject, 


Confidential Informant| ladvised that.. Jof the 
Transport Workers Union and of the New York State Communt st 
Party conferred in the f 1945 concerning the subject and relative 
to trad „ it would be neoessary for the 
subject d himself to have a conference. The informant stated 
that he did not know with what this conference would deal, , 


Confidential Informant [L ]aavi sea that RICHARD MORFORD, 
executive direotor of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship 
conferred with the subject and requested subject to speak and to repre- 
sent the AFL at the anti-Churchill rally held for all the trade unionists 
in Union Square Park, According to the informant MORFORD stated that the 
purpose of the rally was to counter act the anti-Soviet Churchill talk 
prior to the time the UNO convened in New York City. According to tnis 
informant the subject did not speak at this rally, 


The following confidential informants were contacted with 
negative resulte: 


“арм, ... 


РА 


= PENDINGe 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


NEW YORK 
At New York, М.Ү, 


Will follow and report Communist activities of the subjecte 


NY 100-57744 


CONFIDENTIAL INFOR. AN TS 


The confidential informants referred to in the report of 
Special ме%[ 2 | dated April 5, 1946 аге as follows: 


е 


ж” E = 2 


2» 


whose identity is known to the Bureau 


ose identity is known to the Bureau 
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С NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Q: 
Immigration and Yaturalization Wervice 
70 Columbus venue 
Кем York 23, N 
File NO 2271-444284 Ah —— 
IM July 12, 1946 — 217 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAIN 
Department of Justice HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Washington 25, D. C. DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/Auqdq 


TAM/ DCG/ САК 
‘Attention: Security Division 


Please furnish a report as to the nature of any information contained in 
e any file which your Bureau may пазе concerning the following: 


' Name: Michael John бі = Міоһаев1 Obermeier 
FBI Ко. if any: 
Alien Registration No,: 4690122 
Date of Birth: Нот» 15, 1892 
Place of Birth: Munich, Germany 


places of residences New York, N.Y. 
(last 5 years) 


White Color: White... Male 


Race: 


Please mail the attached copy of this request with your reoly to the 
&ddress shown below, 


* 
Ж; { Уу 4 7222 
5 I. „ 8 
strict Director 


(In duplicate) LOR: Rok реуі 
"(For use by Federal Bureau o Бк Эрл РЕ 


"MAIL TO: | 
“District Director 7 JC: 
Immigration and Naturalization Service А 


ТО Columbus Avenue 
New York 23, New York 


- 


A review of the records of this Bureau has revealed that the following informs 
was forwarded to the local office of Immigration and Naturalization Service at 70 
Columbus Avenue, New York, New York, about November 20, 1945. 
АВ-14-А 
(Revised 6-2Ш-45) (over) 
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According to Bureau files, your subject has been long active as а left і 
Wing leader in New York labor movements and а consistent follower of the Communiet 
Party line. He has been the president of Local No, 6, Hotel and Restaurant Union, 
AF]. Не was the president of the Victory Committee of te Oerman-&merican Trade 
Unionist and active in Üerman-Amerioan Fmergency Conference, both of which were 
. Communist fronts. In 1925, he was n member of the executive board of the Trade 
Educational League under William 2. Foster, presently the Secretary-General of the 
Communist Party of the United States. It has been reliably reported to this Bureau 
subject was an international representative of the Communist Party from America who 
onoe worked in Russia under the Red International Trade Union, Не was also reported to 
have attended the Lenin Institute of Moscow during 1033. Ав of July 10, 1945, he was 
still considered a prominent influential member of the Communist Political Association, 


Other information contained in the files of this Bureau has indicated that about 
February 10, 1945, the Commissionor of Immigration and Naturalization Service at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was furnished with a copy of the report of Special Agent . 

2, 1 аб New York, New York, and а copy of the report 


of Special Agent ә at New York, New Tork, 
a copy of the report of 5 Ag dated October 17, 1944, 
аб Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in the case entitled MICHAEL JOHN ОВЕНМЕТТН, with alias 


INTZRWAL SECURITY = C. Your attention is directed to those reports inasmuch as they 
. contain data concerning the subject of your inquiry. 


7 In addition to the foregoing reports there was also enclosed a copy of a four page 
of inform:tion relating to the Trade Union Unity League which existed from 
1929 to 1935 when it was officially dissolved. Your attention is also directed to that 
summ rizstion. Moreover, Obermeier as of April, 1946, resided in Flusing, New York 
and is 55112 president of local Ко. 6, Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union, АР)» 
Informants have advised that he is president of the German American Trade Union 
Committee, active in the German American Emergency Conference, and Chairman of the 
Victory Committee of the German American Trade Unionist, allegedly a Communist front 


organizat!on, Inf ormants have stated that he is an influential member of the Communist 


Party of long standing and very active in trade union circles in New Tork. He repo: 
follows the Communist Party line in his Union and in his trade Union каш, Т 
100-96104 


JEF sans 
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SAC, New York | . к 
' July 17, 1946 
Director, ҒҰН 
MICHARL JOHN ORME 
Now York File 100-5771], 


From a review of the Bureau's file in this cage that 
сопа! derablg evidence exists which w111 prove hte su eundi Hs 3 
Farty and his nowiedge of tho aims and purposes of this Party, 


It 1s accordingly desired that a prosecuti 
ER to prove the above two pointe, be set forth all debe evidence 


In the preparation of this report 1% 
symbols be used to furi) is requested that terporexy 
position to testify, . the identities of any informmts who are in a 


ARS: MJ 
100-9610); 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-21-2006 BY 60309/AUC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Fo No.1 
ТЫШ CARP ORIGINATED AY NEW TOR RETN Is 55 


ы NY FILE NO. 100-5'7244 CG 


REPORT MADE AT des DATE WHET MADE / с Егор TOR REPORT MADE BY b6 
he NEWYORK 7/29/46 5/2336/17 & — 57 bIC 
m 9 1 2 4 
Y \ TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE ` 
MICHAEL Jo OBERMETER, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY-C 


— ———— —MÀM Н —— M ͤ ͤ ¶öÜũ¹äʒã1 r:Ü2w——b— A à A 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject resides 69-15 178th Street, Flushing, L.I., 
enployed as president of Local 6, Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers Union, A. F. of Le 305 West 44th Street, NYC, 
T Telephone CI 6-8323. He is a German citizen, white 
7%. race; filed declaration of intention 4/25/39 ENI 
“апа later petition for naturalization which was dis- 
Е ssed 5/14/46 for failure to appear in court,.Subject 
Же т, Horn Munich,Germany 11/13/92. Wife, GEORGEPTEN/ILEUR, 
Ka horn Strassbourg, France (Geppany) 6/30/96. Subject!s 


1 


1 қ * . father HANS and mother, ANNAASCHWAIGER, both born 
Eu 3 wife's father, JULESXVILEUR and her mother 
T erar лилав, also both born GBrmany. Subject con- 

een ues active in Communist front organizations and 


on 2/24/46 was opening speaker at a conference sponsored 
EE қ by the Victory Committee of German American Trade Unions 
22. "P ue at headquarters of Local 6. 


„| j Pe 


. 2 


REFERENCE: Bureau file 100-96104 


Report of Special Agent 4/5/46 at NYC , Los 
SAC letter No. 28, Series z ' (7. j 


24.57 


DETAILS: Special Agent mEEENN ascertained that subject resides 
| at 69-15 178th Street, Flushing, Long Island and that he does not have a telephone 
ж listing. 
| 


12 


А pretext telephone call to Local 6, Hotel & Restaurant Workers 


: B Li 
PPROVED AND WITITI T ICIAL AGENT, | S Е 
н 3 4 7 JM Can - DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
FORWARDED: hh | — 
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5-Bureau 
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“ats 7—2034 
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Union, A. F. of Le 305 West 44th Street, New York City, telephone 
Circle 6-8323, disclosed that subject is still president of that 
organization and has his office at that address. 


Ihe records of the Naturalization Bureau of the United 
States District Court for the fastern District of New York, under 
Immigration and Naturalization file 2271-350451, disclosed that 
although subject filed a declaration of intention on April 25, 1939 
and later filed a petition for naturalization, his petition had bean 
dismissed on May 14, 1946 for "lack of prosecution" which means that 
he failed to appear in court for the hearing on his naturalization 
petition. The clerk on duty stated that the subject would now not 
be able to obtain citizenship under the petition he has filed. 


Subject's naturalization file contains certificate of 
arrival No. 2607701 of the U.S. Labor Department which indicated that 
he arrived at New York August 4, 1923 aboard the SS NIEUW AMSTERDAM 5 
that his wife is GEORGETTE and that he was married on September 27, 
1916 in New York 226, Further that his wife was born at Strassbourg, 

О, l 1 


Sh d New York November 1 


Subject's ‘file furthor reflected that he left New York 
August 11, 1932 on the SS BALLIN and arrived back in the United States 
at New York in August 1933 on the GRIPSHOLM. Witnesses to his petition 
were JOHNMASSEL, Assistant Organizer, 5009 Broadway, Mew York City 
and HYMAN NXXGLICKSTEIN, an attorney, 166 Second Avenue, New York. 


It appears from the above that subject is still a German 
citizen, 


Subject's selective service file at Local Board 271 reflects 
that he is a member of the white race. It also reflects that subject 
was born in Munich, Germany November 13, 1892. 


The records of the Marriage License Bureau, City Hall, Man- 
hattan, under License 26640 dated September 27, 1916, reflected subject, 
of 216 East 32nd Street, a waiter, was born in Munich, Germany; that 
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his father, his mother, ANA SCHWAIGER, were also born in 


Germany; that subject was aged 24 and it was his first marriage. 
The same records reflect that the bride, GEORGETTE B. 


X VILEUR.of 150 East 33 Street, а nurse, was born in Strassbourg, 
Germany, was twenty years of age and was marrying for the first 


time. Her father was JULES and her mother was JULIE STEGNER, 
toth of whom were born in Germany. It should be noted that the 
marriage occurred on September 27, 1916. 


‚ On January 8, 1946 informant[ Jaa ed that on the same 
date HOST NWDETIS, prominent Communist, told зок взи, of the 
HOTEL & ÁSTAURANT EMPIOYEES VVV ALLIANCE, А. F. of Le з 
that she wanted STEUBEN to speak to/MIKE (believed identical with 
Subject) about the allocation of funds for Jewish relief. The same 
informant advised that subject was referred to casually in a con- 
versation between MARTINAYGUNG, of the TWU and JOHN STEUBEN, of 

the New York State Fön August 21, 1945. 


Confidential. inf ornant— — ] whose identity is known 
to the Bureau, advised that subject was on the speaker's platform 
at a JAFRC dinner at the Hotel Roosevelt on September 28, 1943 
and was a speaker at a forum at the Hotel Commodore February 13, 1943 
on the"role of Japanese Americans in the Victory Program" sponsored 
by the Japanese American Committee for Democracy and the American 
Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born. 


In the World Telegram of March 21, 1944 FREDERICEUJQ LIMAN . 
quotes DIE, former Communist Party negro functionary as 
stating that‘subject is ап A. F. of Le union leader in the Hotel and 
Restaurant Joint Board who is in the Communist Party inner circles, 


Y Confidential infomant[.....] he е identity is known to 
the Bureau, furnished an affidavit by TANN NG зоныЗох, president of 


Bartenders and Restaurant Enployees Union, Local 386, A. F. of L, of 308 
Lenox Avenue, NYC in which JOHNSON stated that he, JOHNSON › was a former 
member of the Central Committee of the CP. MANNING JOHNSON also said 
that subject was a delegate to СР conventions for many years, worked 

for several years for the CP in Russia, speaks several languages and 

is a consultant on all subversive activities in the culinary industry 
and further that he is an official of the Hotel and Club Employees Local 
6. 


+ 
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Subject was listed as a sneaker at the funeral of KURT. 
ROSENFELD, of the German American Conference on September 28, 1943 
which was characterized by two friends of Dr. ROSENFELD as the "greatest 
Stalinist rally of German Communists which has ever taken place in the 


U. S. . 

The "Hotel and Club Voice" of March 2, 1946 reflects that 
subject was the opening speaker at a conference sponsored by the Victory 
Committee of German American Trade Unions at Local 6 headquarters on Sun- 
day, February 24, 1946. Subject was listed as a trade union advisor of the 
JAFRC in September, 1944. 


Subject is considered dangerous to the Internal Security of 
the country because he holds an important position in the Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers Union and has been very active in numerous Communist 
front organizations and has been alleged to have been active in the 
Communist Party while in tussia. 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


МЕН YORK 


AT NEW YORK — Will follow and report on Communist activities 
of the subject. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The_confidential informant mentioned in the report of 
Speci ant, dated at New York July 29, 1946 
is whose identity is known to the Bureau. 
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SAC, New York January 2h, 1947 
Director ЕЗІ 


2 
MICHAEL JOHN ОВЕКМЕТЕ, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
New York File /100-577hl 


fil. Ћоіегепсе is made to the Bureau's memorandum of July 17, 1916. 


An examination of the Pureau Ales does not reflect that there has 
been received from you the summary repor& that has been requested. It is sug- 
gested that you give this matter your attention at an early date. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 


Degenber ” wb 


Te “Ас, New York 


there follows the report of tae 221 Laboratory on the man nat on ree 
quested by your office on November 26, 1945. 


John Edgar Hoover, Director | 
Re: 
b6 
TR MAIL. БЕСИНІТІ о 2 
б YOUR FILE NO. 


| ЕВ FILE NO. 100-52255 а $ 
LAB. NO. 100-20459- 21, , 
| D-59951 52 


Examination requested by: Kew York 


Reference: Letter dated Novasber 26, 1946 , ; 
2 Examination requested: . 
FORMATION CONTAINED о 
ІЗ UNCLASSIFIED Ғы Lae 


14-19-28 5,4736 % the apeoimens of MIGHABL 2088 79722101270» (Bureau fils 
G/CAK 4100-9614) hendwriting with the hamingiting in the above nat“ r and ete! ler 


CaREBe > 
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The title of this case is being changed зо as to reflect 
the new name adopted by subject organization at a meeting 
of its Executive Board held on June 6, 1946 in New York City. It is noted that 
the change of name was announced in an article appearing in the June 15, 1946 
issue of the Germaneimerican# а semi~monthly periodical published in New York 
City which servos as the official mouthpiece of subject organization. 
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LOCATION AND OFFICERS 


Subject organization at present maintains its headquarters 
at 303 Sth Avenue, New York City, having recently moved from its former 
location at 144 Bleaker Street, Now York City. 


А On December 18, 1946 Confidential Informant] ^ advised 
that MICHABI\ DBERMEIER із still Chairman of the organization, that GUSTAV 
FABER is бесі etary, and LEQAEISSEL is Treasurer. It is noted that GUSTAV 
FABER has previously been reported as being Secretary-Treasurer of Local 
100, Transport Workers Union, CIO and editor of the German language news- 
paper, theUGerman-American," 


The New York files reflect that MICHAEL J ( «ОВЕЛМЕТЕВ who 
is Chairman of Local 6, Hotel and Club Employees Union, AFoiL, has been 
reported as опе of the AFofL leaders in the Communist Party inner circle. 
LEO PEISSEL, according to Confidential Informant [ ^ ]is an inconsequential 
mediocre old man" who is thoroughly incapable of making апу decision of his 
own and confines his activities to more or less clerical work,such as keeping 
the organization's books and preparing the annual financial statements. 


ACTIVITIES 


Confidential Infoomant[ |оп March 20, 1946 advised that 
on February 24, 1946 he attended a meeting at 710 eth Avenue, New York City 
entitled, "Stop Bundist Activities", which meeting was held under the auspices 
of subject organization, This informant further advised that he considered 
this to be a "one hundred percent Communist inspired meeting", 


The informant stated that WILLIAM Pf DODD, JR. known to him as 
a fellow traveler, was Chairman of tnis meeting. He further advised that DODD 
had been an instructor at the Jefferson School of Social Sciences in New York 
City during tbe winter term of 1945. 


Another speaker at this meeting, according to the informant, 
was ALBERT Z. КАНЫ, author of "Th eat Conspiracy! and other books, and who 
жаз elected to the constitution of the committee of the New York State Communi st 
Party on September 21, 22, 1945. 


The informant related that GUSTAV FABER was one of the Speakers 
and that his speech consisted chiefly of an effort to gain support for the newspaper; 
German-American? a bi-monthly German language publication appearing in New 
York City edited by GUSTAV FABER. 


It is noted that the "Ge:man-American serves аз the official 
organ of subject organization and that every issue of this newspaper contains 
a special page entitled, "The Union Spotlight - Sponsored by the German American 
Labor Council". 
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On May 31, 1946 Confidential Tufornant . furnished a 
pamphlet entitled, "Stop Bundist Activities". It has been noted that this 
pamphlet was published by subject organization and that it contains excerpts 
from ths various addresses delivered at the aforementioned February 24, 1946 
rally. According to this pamphlet FABER, in the course of his address, made 
the following remarks; "As trade unionists of German descent, it has always 
been our special obligation to fight Nazism and bundist activities and this 
obligation has not ceased with the end of the war. The sacrifices made by 
our people and the peoples of our allies must not have been in vain. We 
cannot permit our troops to be used to re-establish German reactionaries 
in industry in power. We cannot permit American soldiers to block the full 
de-nazification or hinder the development of democracy in Germany. We must 
be alert to the attempts to salvage the old German war nation and to create 
a reservoir and aggression against the Soviet Union in the western zones of 
Germany. It would be most harmful for the American people not to keep close 
watch on the actions of our occupation forces in Germany and the policies 
of the brass hats", 


The March 2, 1946 issue of the'tHotel and Club Voice", organ 
of Local 6, Hotel and Club Employees Unicn, AFofL, contained an article 
entitled, "German American Unionists urge fight on Bund". It was noted that 
this article contains a detailed account of the aforementioned meeting. 
This article reflects that the meeting was attended by twenty-four CIO and 
twenty-one of L unions in addition to numerous German American Fraternal 
and Community Groups. The article also reflects that the meeting adopted 
а number of resolutions, one of which called upon the State and War Departments 
to publish the list of Nazis in the United States, which list had been ob- 
tained in Germany by the Army. Another resolution urged the American labor 
movement to give all possible aid to German workers for the formation of one 
united Cerman trade union movement. The meeting, according to this article, 
finally agreed on a message to German workers urging the Communist and 
Social Democrats to form into one strong workers party as a means of preventing 
the resurrection of fascism in Germany. 


The German American issue of February 1, 1946 in an article 
entitled, "The German American Delegate Joins Appeal for Prominent FEFC", 
disclosed that LEO BEISSEL, Treasurer of subject organization, had been chosen 
to represent the German American Trade Union Committee at a delegation of 
six hundred "peoples! representatives! in support of a prominent fair employment 
practices committee. This delegation, according to the article, on January 17, 
1946 proceeded to Washington, D.C. where they will contact various members 
of congressional committees involved in the passage of such bill. 


The German American issue of June 1, 1946 contained the full 


text of a message to President TRUMAN appearing over the signature of GUSTAV 
FABER which reads as follows: 
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"Harry Se Truman, President 
White House, Washington, D.C. 


"In the name of the Victory Committee of German American Trade Unionists А 
we protest against your action inciting Congress to pass anti-labor and strike 
breaking legislature. We clearly recall the disrupting influences of similar 
legislation passed in German shortly before Hitler's ascent to power and in 
France before Hitler's invasion. 


"Such recourses are not in lieu with the policies of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt whose program had our full support. 


Gustav Faber, Secretary 
Victory Committee of 
German American Trade Unionists, " 


A second message which was addressed to the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers and the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen in Cleveland, 
Ohio, appeared in the same issue of the"German-Americart and read as follows: 


"In the name of the Victory Committee of German American Trade Unionists 
I extend to you fraternal greetings and wish to express our wholehearted 
support of the just demands for improved working conditions. 


Gustav Faber, Secretary 
Victory Committee of 
German American Trade Unionists." 


The July 1, 1946 issue of the ‘German-American featured an 
article entitled, "Realization of Potsdam Essential to Peace", A review of this 
article reflected that it consisted of an appeal by subject organization to the 
readers of the WGerman-American" urging them to gign a petition addressed to 
President TRUMAN and being circularized by the Жіп the Peace Committee. It is 
noted that this committee was formed in the Spring of 1946 as a result of a 
National Win the Peace Conference and it maintains headquarters at 1309 l4th 
Street, Washington, D.C. ‘This petition is being set out as follows: 


"Harry S. Truman, President 
White House, Washington, D.C. 


"Last January 26th the American people were heartened to learn that you, 
together with Prime Minister Atlee and Premier Stalin had reached an agreement 
in Potsdam on a common policy for the complete eradication of the last vestiges 
of German Fascism. 
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"Since that time American correspondents have reported that failure to 
implement that policy has caused denazification to lag in the American and 
British zones. Upon revival of Nazi Party activities, outbreaks of violence 
against Jewish displaced persons in Landsberg, the continuance of former 
Nazis in positions of influence and power and failure totake firm measures 
against the German trusts and cartels areamong the many reported instances 
of violation of the Potsdam Agreement. 


"These de facto violations are the sore alarming and the more harmful 
to the cause of peace because it has recently been heard in this country 
& number of demands for the complete scrapping of the Potsdam Agreement. 


"We, the undersigned citizens of the United States, believe that the 
prompt and total obliteration of the political and economical basis of war 
in Germany is vital to the restoration of economy among the great powers 
and indispensable to enduring peace. 


"Ле therefore most respectively appeal to you as one of the architects 
of the Potsdam Agreement, to mark this the first anniversary or its signing 
with a public declaration that this remains the policy of the United States 
which will vigously observe and fully implement its breach to destroy the 
last remnents of German Fasci sm. n 


PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES 


Page four of the June 1, 1946 issue of the "German-American" 
contains an article announcing a meeting of the Board of instant organization 
to be held on June 6, 1946 at the Transport Workers Hall, 153 West 64th Street, 
New York City. 


It has been noted that the agenda of this meeting, according 
to the announcement, contained the following items: 


1. "Report by a German Trade Unionist on Trade Unions in Germany." 
2. "Our tasks in the Coming Elections. u 

3. "Financial Report," 

4. "New Business," 


An account of what transpired at this meeting was published 
in the June 15, 1946 issue of the "German-American". In this article it was 
stated that a very interesting report on Trade Unions in German was given by 
ADOLIA DE TER identified in the article as a former German Trade Union man who had 
applied for permission to return to his homeland in order to help build a new 
democratic Germar 
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Another speaker at this meeting was GUSTAV FABER, Editor of 
the "German-American", and Secretary of subject organization who made a fervent 
appeal to all German American Trade Unionists not to stand aside in the forth- 
coming congressional elections but to "join fully in the drive to help elect 
& win the peace congress", He further stated that it was the duty of every 
German American to help prevent a new war in which Germany would probably be 
the battlefield. FABER concluded his speech by stressing the necessity of 
rallying all German American workers! organizations and recommended the forma- 
tion of election committees "where every American of German descent lives or 
works". In the ensuing discussions it was decided that the committee should 
call a meeting for the officers of all German American organizations through- 
out the Eastern states, 


The July 1, 1946 issue of the "German-American" on page three 
contained an article over the signature of CUSTAV FABER entitled, "Let us 
Elect а Congress that will save the Peace". It has been noted that this 
article is an invitation to attend a conference to be called in the near future 
for the purpose of discussing "how we can make the greatest possible contri- 
bution towards the election of win the peace candidates". This invitation 
was addressed to all branches of the Worlauens! Benefit Fund, all sections of 
the Nature Friends of America, all worksens! singing societies, friends of the 
"German-American", and representatives of those unions with a German American 
membership. 


It is further stated in the article that the following 
officers of the Workmenst Benefit Fund have agreed to sponsor this conference: 


naTALBANESE s Treasurer, branch 398. 

HANS EINENKEL, Finance Secretary, branch 59. 
CHARLES (AUGUSTIN, President, branch 59. 

HE ER ILBRONNER, Recording Secretary, branch 23. 
FRANZNANOPF, Hudson County District. 

LOUIS/ MERKEL, Hudson County District. 

BELLAl YER, Finance Secretary, branch 92, - 
WALTERIMUELLER, President, branch 10. 

JOHNNYSEWIN, branch 173. 


The July 15, 1946 issue of the "German-American" on page 
nine,which is the "Spotlight Pagen and which is a regularly sponsored feature 
oy subject orranization, contains an invitation to an extraordinary functionaries 
meeting to be held on August ó, 1946 at the Paramount restaurant, 138 Vest 43rd 
Street, New York City. The purpose of this meeting was described as "to plan 
the participaiion of German American workers organizations in the coming 
elections!t, 
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This theme is further elaborated on in an article by GUSTAV 
FABER appearing on the same page under the head, "Our organizations are menaced’. 
In this article FABER stated that an anti-labor drive is now underway threaten- 
ing labor's gains and present position. He then goes on to say "If we do not 
act now we will have to carry the burden of responsibility which now rests upon 
the German workers for not having stopped Hitler and the misery he brought upon 
the world. Let us, therefore, act jointly and forcefully; let us all gather in 
the pre-election conference called by the German American Labor Council and 
work out plans for our maximum participation in the election campaign", 


The "Union Spotlight Page" in the August 1, 1946 issue of the 
German-American" features brief statements by бегтап American Union Function- 
aries joining their full support for the forthcoming German American Labor 
Conference. The names of these Union Functionaries are being set out as follows: 


sou ENDL, Organizer, Bakers and Confectioners Workers Union, 
No, 1, of. 
CARL Jos, Business Agent. Local 6, Hotel and Club Workers 


Union, AFofL. 
PHILLIP [JONES, lOth assembly district, American Labor Party. 
CHRISTIAN ‘BLOHM, Workmenst Benefit Fund. 


There is also coniained on this page an additional list of 
sponsors of the forthcoming German American Labor Conference. ‘his list contains 
the following names: 


Doctor J.AUSLAENDER. 
ANTON VODERS, Bakers Union, Noe 164. 
CARL H. TZ, Nature Friends, Local, New Tork. 
\ Doctor H.\MARGULIES : 
` MAX/THUMANN, Workers Educa tional Association. 
MAX ACHT, IWO. 
TRUDY/DAMASK, American Labor Party, Ridgewood. 
FRED KAISER, Workers! Singing Societies. 
EDWARDASCHWUCHOW, Local 2155, United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America. 
ras WIELAND, Local 17, Bakers and Confectioners Workers 
International Union. 


A review of the "Union Spot Ii ht Pagen of the August 15, 1946 
issue of the "German-American" reflected that the main article in this issue 
is headed, "How will your neighbor vote?", which is an appeal to German Americans 
to work untiringly for the election of win the peace candidates. The article 
offers a number of detailed suggestions for electioneering. Among the recommenda- 
tions made in this article are the following: 
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Street meetings with appropriate speakers explaining the 
election issues and the various candidates! stand on German matters; leaf- 
lets in the German language; the setting up of election inf ora tion centers 
"equipped to advise voters on problems such as food package service to 
Germany"; free distribution of the "German~American", "the only German 
language paper which has continuously stood for democratic policies bere 
and in Germany". The article ends by stating, “German Americans can be won 
if the issues are presented squarely to them. It will be hard to counteract 
the propaganda of reactionaries who are fishing for German votes at great ex- 
pense but it can be done and it will pay off at the election of win the peace 
candidates", 


A review of the September 15, 1946 issue of the "OGerman-American! 
reflects that this issue contains an article entitled, "German Union Function- 
aries Map out Eleotion Campaign". It has been noted that this article consists 
of a report on a meeting held on August 15, 1946 under the sponsorship of 
subject organization at the Paramount Restaurant in New York City and attended 
by one hundred functionaries of German American organizations and labor unions, 


According to this article, ЕЕ АЕ ЕН, Activities Director 
of the Friends of the German American, in his address, compared the present 
situation in America with conditions in Germany prior to Hitler's ascent to 
power and warned that the general trend of the administration and of Congress is 
leading towards reaction and Fascism. 


Other speakers at the meeting were cuartesProutzns, Negro 
Candidate for State Senator, Congressman JOSEPH CLARK) › and a represen- 
tative of the Independent Citizens Committee of the rts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions. The main address was given by GUSTAV rABZR who in his Speech, 
asserted that "today this country needs a change in its Congress more than 
ever before because Congress holds the key to either a peaceful development, 
full employment and stable prices or to inflation, economic crises and new 
warn. FABER then introduced a resolution which was unanimously adopted and 
which called all voters of German descent to cast their votes in favor of those 
candidates "who have shown that they are really fighting for the interest of 
the common people; that they are not influenced by thelebbies ot the big financial 
interests and that they are defenders of economic social harvest and of democratic 
rights and civil liberties, enemies of all discrimination because of race, color, 
or creed, enemies of all attempts to curtail the rights of labor and trade 
unions, and that they stand for a foreign policy of understanding and friend- 
ship with other nations". 


The "Union Spotlight Page" in the September 15, 1946 issue of 
the "German-American" carries an article reminding the readers of their duty to 
register in order to defeat reaction in November. This page also features an 
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article by GUSTAV FABER entitled, "Defeat Reaction in New York" in which it 
is state that the Republican Party has become the rallying point for all 
reactionaries in the country and should be defeated in the forthcoming 
congressional elections. FABER, in this article, also stated that "the 
only program which goes straight to the roots of the present difficulties 
facing the American people is the program presented by the American Labor 
Partyt, 


The "Union Spotlight Pagett in the October 1, 1946 issue of 
the "German-American" features an article entitled, "German American Labor 
Council Prepares for Elections". This article reveals that on September 24, 
1946 the Cerman American Labor Council conducted a meeting at the Transport 
Workers Hall, 153 West 64th Street, New York City. The article further reflects 
that the purpose of this meeting was the drawing up of plans for the mobilization 
of liberal German American voters in tho forthcoming elections. As a first step 
in this direction, the meeting decided to set up a Speakers Bureau to serve 
comunity organizations and trade unionists with speakers prepared to discuss 
special problems of particular interest to German American voters. Some of - 
the topics mentioned in this connection were, "American Policies іп Germany", 
and'"Wallace'!s resignation and Brynes! Stuttgart Speech". me article further 
reflects that it was decided at the meeting that the forthcoming October 15, 
1946 issue of the "German-American" should be fully utilized in the election 
campaign by all organizations affiliated with the German American. The members 
of these organizations were urged to distribute this issue freely at all their 
public meetings and private meetings and in canvassing the German American 
communities. The delegates were also urged to contribute and collect funds to 
make this special election issue possible. 


The same page of this issue of the "German-American" contains 
an article reflecting that a group of German American members of Bakers Union Local 
Мо. 1 and of the jorkmens' Educational Association had met to work out plans 
for their participation in the campaign to return Congressman VITO MARCANTONIO 
to Congress. This committee was said in the article to have decided upon 
further meetings to be held at the Yorkville Campaign Headquarters of the American 
Labor Party at 226 East 86th Street, New York City. 


The October 15, 1946 issue of the "German-American" on its 
Union Spotlight Page featured an article by Representative VITO|LA/CANTONIO 
entitled, "The German People and Peace. In this article MARCANTONIO severely 
critized the State and War Departments! policies in Germany, which he described 
as dangerous and not in the best interest of a durable world peace. Не took 
particular exception to the fact that "In our zone of occupation the industrialists, 
Junkers and their satellites, the s:me people who brought Hitler into power, 
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receive preferential treatment". He further states in this article that 
Senators TAFT, VANDENBERG, and WHEELER more or less openly want and prepare 
for a war against the Soviet Union, a war which if permitted to materialize, 
woula be fought on German soil and would thus mean the complete destruction 
of Germany. Іп concluding, MARCANTCN10 asserted that only by voting for 
progressive and labor candidates can this war be averted and "Can our country 
be brought back to the road of peace as chartered by President Roosevelt" 


It has been noted that the page of this issue of the 
"German-American" contains an article by FAUI| SCHUR, Secretary-Treasurer, San 
Francisco CIO Council. The writer of the article states in escence that only 
those candidates are deserving of support who give satisfactory answers to the 
following vital questions: "How сап we achievelesting peace in the United 
States? How can we gain economic security for every American? How can we 
establish real democratic security in our country?" Furthermore, the writer 
of this article asserts that a start must be made now to organize a third party 
which can be depended upon for more concrete answers to questions all Americans 
face; this party to be a party of "wage earners, small farmers, small business- 


men, and professional people". Тһе article ends by declaring that the permanent 


answer to these questions can not be found within our preseni economic system 
but only after the establishment of socialism in this country. 


On the same page there appeared an article entitled, German 
American Labor Council Recommends Candidates". It has been noted that this 
article contains a list of candidates recommended for election as well as the 
names of candidates labeled "candidates to be defeated". ‘The first list 
consists of a number of American Labor Parpy candidates while those "to be 
defeated" include ARTHURAMANDENBERG, JOHNABRICKER, and THOMAS DEWEY. 


On November 1, 1946 there appeared on the Union Spotlight 
Page of the "German-American" an article by ERIC RSAENGER, Activities 
Director of subject organization entitled, At the Crossroads". The thesis 
developed in this article is that the forcesof reaction in this country 
have launched an all out attack on labor and political liberalism and that 
this atteck has resulted in a temporary victory over the American people. 
Only by defeating these forces of reaction in the forthcoming congressional 
elections and by voting for progressive candidates everywhere can peace 
and freedom, happinessand prosperity for all" be restored. 


GEFMAN AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL PROTESTS "RED 
BAITING" AND LABOR INJUNCTIONS 


A review of the November 15, 1946, December 1, 1946 and 
December 15, 1946 issues of the "German-American" reflects that all of these 
issues contain considerable comment on the outoome of the congressional elec- 
tions. No such comments appear in that section of the paper which is sponsored 
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by the German American Labor Council. Instead, the Union Spotlight Page 
following the elections, drew its attention to such matters as, ume CIO 
Confers at Atlantic City" (December 1, 1946 issue), "Return of the Injunction 
Ега" (December 1, 1946 issue), "Wage Increase or Bust"(December 15, 1946 issue). 


Commenting on the CIO Conference in Atlantic City, CFA 
FABER writing in the December 1, 1946 issue asserted that the foes of labor had 
failed in their attempt to undermine the unity within the ranks of the CIO 
delegates in Atlantic Cíty. This unity, FABER continues, "тав fully demonstrated 
by the delegates by their voting unanimously for the statement of policies 
though it includes a clause stating that the CIO 'resents and rejects efforts 
of the Communist Party and other parties for their adherence to interfere in 
the affairs of the СІ0!, a motion of the CIO which is clearly an unwarranted 
bit of red baiting!, 


On the Union Spotlight Page of the same issue of the "German= 
American", there appeared an unsigned article entitled, "Return of the Injunction 
Era" referring to the recent coal miners strike. After stating that all the 
miners want is an equitable adjustment of their wages to the rising cost of 
living, the article continues, "The miners! strike is not a strike against the 
Government, it is а strike against the coal barons. It is not a strike against 
the people as our President puts it, it is a strike for the people if there 
is such a thing because the workers constitute the major part of the people. 
Strike breaking injunctions were outlawed by the Norris-LaGuardia Act. While 
the legal battle around tnis question is just taking place, the miners are 
acting on their own initiative and staying away from their pits. They know 
what this is all about. If we stand firmly behind them, they and we all will 
win," 


THE EISLER CASE 


The "German-American" issue of November 15, 1946 on its 
title page featured an "Open Letuer to the State Department", which letter 
appeared over the signature of the "German American Labor Council", Gustav 
Faber, Secretary". This letter is preceeded by a short paragraph stating that 
copies of this letter were sent to a large number of individuals and organiza- 
tions requesting them to join forces іп an attempt to secure Eisler!s return to Germany 
from this country. The full text of this letter 1s set out as follows: 


"Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 


"You have seen fit to detaia the German anti-fascist refugee Gerhart 
Eisler in this country against his will, by withdrawing his permission to leave 
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the United States in order to return to Germany. Subsequent te your cancella- 

tion of hie exit permit, Gerhart Eisler hag been subjected to slanderous attacks 

in our press as a result of which he has been requested to appear before the 
Уто вад Committee for Un-American Acitivites. 


"We feel that the detention of Mr. Eisler in this country and the treatment 
accorded to him, is contrary te the interest of the American people regarding 
the de-nasification of Germany and the preservation of peace, since Mr. Bisler 
has proven himself te he a staunch anti~fasocist who could be invaluable in t 
rehabilitation of Germany. 


"During hie stay in our country, Mr. Eisler has dome everything in Ма Poer 
to help in our country's war effort. Not only did he act as а blood-domer ad en 
air-raid warden, but he also contributed te "Тһе German American,’ paper, Men 
made а considerable contribution te the de-nasifieation of German prisoners of 
war stationed in this country, and helped te rally the German American Population 
ef our country behind cur war effert, 


"In consideration ef these facts, we urge you te grant permission to Mr. 
Bisler to return to Ge many at the earliest possible date, so that he can follew 
his desire to help ín the democratisation of his native country in the spirit 
ef the Potsdem agreement. 


Respectfully yours, 
Gustav Faber, 80с'у 
German American Labor Couneil" 


On December 12, 1946 Confidential Informant| |әдуізед that 
he had attended a public meeting on December 11, 1946 at the Fraternal Club 
House, 110 West 48th Street, New York City. Не further advised that this 
moeting was sponsored by the newspaper, the "German-amprican" for the purpose 
ef affording GERHART EISLER an epportunity to answer oharges made against him 
to the effect that he is a Comintern agent and secret boss of the Communist 
Party in the United States. Д 


It is neted that subject organization 16 not officially listed 
as the sponsor of this meeting, however, in view of the fact that GUSTAV FABER 
holds the dual position of editor of the "German-American" and Secretary of 
subject organization and that he was one of the speakers at this meeting, she 
following information is being set out relative te the meeting: NL 

According to Confidential Informant[ | this meeting was 
attended by about five hundred persons among whom the informant noted GUSTAY FABER 
MARGARET ә Secretary of the German American and reperted te,be a member of 
the New York City Cesmanist Party Hermann Bottcher Club, WALTEH/MTELLER, 
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Vice-President of tne Workmens! Benefit Fund, Doctor BOENHEIM, former president 

of the now defunct German American Emergency Conference, and ALBERDÁSCHHRZINER " 
former member of the Council for German Democracy, which organizatión has recently 
disbanded. 


[s informant related tnat tne meeting waspresided over by { er 
АВГАПАМ Je VSS » counsel of the Civil Rights Congress wno onarged that 

the Government's suspension of EISLER!s exit permit was part of a "plot to 
prevent the de-nazification of Germany". Tne speakers, according to the 
informant, were GERHART EISLER,/CAROM KING, EISLOR's attorney) DOROMT LANGSION, 
who spoke for the "Justice and Freeport Committee; JACK fag » Secretary of 

the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, and GUSTAV FABER. 


According to this informant, FABER, in his speech, stressed 
EISLZR's "untiring efforts in the struggle against nazism and іп support of 
our war effort", He further stated that EISLER!s case was only part о? the 
reactionary campaign against the forces of liberalism. In. continuing, 
FABER called for a mass protest movement against BISLER's continued "detention" 
in this country. 


On December 11, 1946 Special |, __hontaotea 
b2 NConfidentisl Informants th negative results concerning 


b6 subject organization, 
b7C 
b7D 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YO 


Will follow and report all activities of subject 
organization. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
The fo i onfidential Informants were mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent dated February 14, 1947 at 
New York, New Yorks 


— 


whose identity is 
eing concaaled a s own request. 


CI — der York city Police 
Der ar tment, Public Relations Bureau, 400 Broom Street, 
New York City, whose identity is being concealed in view 
of his position. 
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STANDARD FÓRM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum . UNITED srATES GOVERNMENT 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


TO  *  Direota, FBIDATE 04-19-2006 py 60309/ARATE: March 
REN SAC, New Tork A/ DCG/ CAK 


Қ SUBJECT: | MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, vas. 
1 gf SECURITY MATTER C 
Bureau file 100«906104 


Reference is made to Bureau letter of January 24, 1947. The summary 
recuested therein will be prepared at an early date. 


From a review of the subject's file, it does not appear that he із 
of sufficient importance in Communist activities to warrant retaining his name 
on the Key Figure List and accordingly it is being deleted. While it is true 
he is a Communist of long standing, his activity seems to be confined to German 
Front activities and to activities within the Hotel and Restaurant Workers, an 
А.Р. of Le union in New York City, rather than in the Party itself. Neither 
phase of his activities appears to render him of sufficient potential dangerous 
ness to be classified as a Key Figure. ` 


Further reports concerning him will be submitted under the Security 
Matter classification. The Security Index card on the subject is being retained, 


RECORDED Же | 
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ALL 
EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-19-2006 HBeav0MP9/RBdgar Hoover; 
T AM/DCG/ CAK 


> 


s 
4 
1% 
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É 
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ОТТ poe iom 
| 4- — x . - 


^ CHief Executive of F.B.I. 
We the members of Malters, union Local 6. Kk. St. and 8th, Ave. N. T. C. Demand - 
that, you investigate at once, all the sender of this Union. Because they- 
are all Communists. the President, Michael/Obermeier.is the biggest Labor- 
Rackeeter in the World, ia 

Hqwent to Russia in 1934. and when he came back,with the help of 
the wagners law, he enslaued 50. thousands, Hotel Workers. he brought back- 
from Russia. the so called check off system; this means they collecte the 
dues from our pay,without our consent.(it is Communistic).and it is uname- 
rican; if the Goverment forbid the check off system. 


This Rackeeter Union would die at once, because nobody would g= 


pay dues any more, Before and now,they collect money for the Communists ,if 
any body,do not give or donot agree with the Conmuni st they threaten us- 
to expell from the Union. and to lose our jobs; Right here in the Union, 
they have Schools and teach (Communish). And how to overthrow our Govern- 
ment. 

? Please Mr. Hoover,? (trust Us), Because we do not dare,to sign our 
names, they mighfi kill us, because these Skunks stop at nothing; they have 
expelled theusand of members from the Union, and they cannot Work in the - 
Hotels, any more,;Because they do not believe in Communism, yes,a few - 
months ago,we Read in the news Paper,that the Goverment arrested а Rat Cam 
munist,by the name ( Eisler) We saw him many times, in the Union, But we- 
did not know, whO he was, ; 

Now we found , out that, he was on the Pay Roll; to teah the пе 
mbers, Communism, they a News Paper, here, which is more Raison than the 
Daily Worker,.we hope that you will understand this letter, because it is 
89% а letter,but to give you an idea,, апа if you investigate, you will- 
е | 
с. 


ind р1юїйўу. 
Respectfull i G. | R. -5 | 1 4 
р АЕА Va Р 
уе 
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(Local Union 6. bl, St. and 8/ ave.N.Y.C) 
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X STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Миў бй * UNITED т: GOVERNMENT 


5 : DATE: 
EE. Director, FBI May 1, 1927 


FROM ad, Nei York 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


SUBJECT: MICHAEL зон ommen, was. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
SECURITY MATTER - C DATE 04-19-2006 BY 603097 AUC 
(Bureau file 100-96104) A/ DCG/ CAK 


Reference is made to my letter of March 21, 1947. 


From a review of the file in this matter it appears that the 
subject is not of sufficient importance to warrant maintaining the case ina 
pending status, It also appears that the Bureau is cognizant of substantially 
all significant information concerning the subject. 


The summary report mentioned in reference letter is not being 
submitted. In the event the subject assumes greater importance in the future 
of course, the matter will be reopened. 


JME sREF 
100-577 
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SAC, New York May 1, 19h7 


Director, FEI ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

f) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
MICEAEL JOH OBERMEI:R, жаз. DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/AUC 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C TAM/DCG/CAK 
(100-5775) 


For your inforzation the nane of the subject is on a list of individuals 
who are being considered dy the I gration and Naturalization Service as possibly 
warranting the institution of deportation proceedings. For your additional in- 
formation the Departaent considers this to be one of the best oases that it has 
in this regard and desires that attention be given this matter immediately. 


In its memorandum to the Bureau the Department requested that the 
files be reviewed and previous investigation be brought up to date if necessary 
rel:tive to the present or fairly recent membership in or activity on behalf of 
the Cornunist Party. 


The Bureau files reflect that the last report submitted by your offi 
the activities of the subject is the report of Special Agent 
dated Au;ust 29, 1916, at New York. Те Bureau desires that а new 

report be subnitted by your offiod immediately, covering the activities of the 
subject since the date of the last report. The Bureau then requests that you sub- 
mit immediately a summary report setting forth by witnesses only legally ad»issible 
evidence tendin;; to prove the subject's -embership іп or affiliation with the 
Communist Party and evidence tending to show his knowledce of the revolutionary 
character of that organisation. · ` 


You should give this natter your attention immediately. 


wo /00- 96104 — ^9 


Tea. v. | 
iuf oj 
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Мг. He Graham Morison May lh, 191.7 
Exeoutive Assistant to the Attorney General 


Director, FH 
E 5 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
MICHAEL JOHN OBET'ZIER, wag. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/АПС 


T DCG/CAK 
b7C the ERE of 162 2, 1957, from Hessrs. 
to yeu wherein there were listed a number of 
nameg o considered by the Immigration and Naturalization 


Epheso mm 


Service as possibly warranting the institution or pressing of deportation 
proceedings. 


The name of the captioned subject appeared as number two on this 
list. For your information coples of all of the reports that have been 
sutmittod in this case have been forwarded to tne Division of Records with 
the exception of the following: ' 


Report of Special — |2.” June 30, 1913, 
at New York, New York, е соогу ttes of Gersan 
Azerican Trade Unionists; German American Council of Trade 
Unionista; Michael J. Obermeier ~ Internal Security (C)." 


Report of Special agent NEN I May 18, 1911, 
at New York, New York, enti "Victory Committee of Cerman 
American Trade Unionists; German Алегісап Qounoil of Trade 
Unionists; Michael John Obermeier, with alias, Michael J. 


Obermeier ~ Internal Security ~ (C). 
Copies of these latter reports are attached. You will be advised 


at a later date of the identit; of witnesses who will be available to testify 
for the government in connection with any proceedings taken against Oberneier. 


100-9610l, 


Attachment 
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| ЈК «аЗ & 
: ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED MAY 27, 1947 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/AUC SAC, НЕЙ YORK S 

T AH / DCG/C 

HICHAEL Am О"ЖИКЕТЕВ, WA. SECURITY MATTER ~ Ce REFULET ЧАТ FOURTEEN LAST, 
THE тақат HAS AGAIN REQUESTED THE — ғо GIVE THIS MATTER EXPEDI TI OUB 
I ADDL r % THE IKVESTIGATION ENQUEBTED ІН REFER} 


AND op ЕТЕ ATTENTION, 
ЕТСЕ LETTER YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO CONTACT ALL THE SITNBSSES WHO HAD PURNISHED 


r,, ІН THE PAST WHICH WOULD БЕ OF VALUE IE THE DEPORPATIOS "ROCEEDINGS 

AND ASCERTAIN IP THEY CAN emi FURNISH THE SAM INFORMATION AND АБТ DOCUMEXT- 

ФИТ EVIDENCE THEY HAY HAYE WEICH SUPPORESIpy ІН THR ZVENPANY OF THESE TEENS 

ig INFORMANTS OR WITNESSES ARE PRESENTLY FURNISHING d PME ОР SUCR 

VAM THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD ВЕ WISE TO DISCLOSE ТИШЕ тр АТ ТНВ à 
$ 


PRESENT TILE, YOU ARE REQUESTED ТО Sfi- ADVISE THE BUREAU, ms кбй XL MEE Í 
YOUR ATTENTION IMMEDIATELY. > Rove A | 
| f 


74 
E. gem COPIES DESTROYED. 244427 d 
. ш: cl ———— айым; ашыу; UT VERT. à. 2 * i 0 
M. Meast ‚0.8, Dr OF Шат , | /22-% A. Ж | 
ш: Garson ——— Қыш RECTION ES а 3 
j , у, “72 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


FEDERAL BUREAU OPANVESTIGATION®?309/ auc 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORE NY rie NO. 100-5 774-4 Ad 


RE NR MADE AT | DATE WHEN MACE [ PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
| WHICH MADE 
1 
і 


КЕН YORK LE 26'.-' | 5/20-22/47 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


( 
MICHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, wae 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS:  Subjeot still president of Hotel and Club Employees 
Union, Local 6, AFL, 305 W 44 Ste, HIC. Bas reportedly 
been on siok leave for 3 months and approaching blindness e 
Wes vice president of Trade Union Committee to Elect Win 
the War Candidates, supporter of Negro Labor Victory 
Committee, Alleged member of Communist Party in 1943. 
Sponsor of Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Committee 
end Spanish Refugee Appeal end was associated with 
numerous other Communist front groups. Four affidavits 
mace available to НҮ Office in 9/46 by restaurant workers 
who allege subject to be a Communist and who allege that 
revolutionary statements were made within subject's 
presence by other Commnnistse 


FFF 

Rk E E ева сб 
"Pe esc аиан S. te qa 

RUY b £u. € ——9-—--——— T, 


Bf. Lo ere. UTE 


Bureau file 1009960104, b 
Report of Special ме ^^^ New York 7/29/46, 
Bureau letter 6/14/47. 
' ‘Confident4al Informant ейтігей Special лар ШЕ! 
ете Мау 7, 1947 that subjeet was still President of Loca е. 
Hote lub Employees Union, AFL, $06 Н West 44th Street, New York City, 
telephone CIrcle 6-805254 The informant added that subject hed been on sick 


leave from his job for a сабзи, the отео three months with an had анны та ада = 
iliness and f 


APPROVED ANO i arr ^ us А 
FORWARDED. DO ‘nem +o be approachine blininosss — WRITE IN TH CEE 7 


COPIES D a 2 oe Тел 40019, 
кк КӨКТӨ ee REPORT 

5 Bureau 

2 Sen Francisco 

A ‘New York 

“. 
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--Gonfidential Informant by report of July 27, 1942, advised 
that subject was a Vice Chairman of the Trade Union Committee to Elect Win The 
Wer Candidates, а Communist front organization which, according to informant, 
was organised pursuant to a decision of the New York State Committee of the 
Communist Party for the purpose of purging the New York State Legislature 
and the United States Congress of anti-Commnist members, primarily HAMILTON 

—FISH, FREDERIC^COUDERT and WILLIAM" BARRY. It was also designed to purge any 
candidate who opposed the second front, 


The same informant by report dated Ücgober 12, 1942, advised 
that subject was listed аз an active mupporter or sponsor of the Negro Labor 
Victory Committee, a Communist front organization, 


In the February 10, 1943 edition of the "New York World Telegram" 
appeared an article by FREDERICK*WELTMAN which advised that on February 10, 
1943, subject was scheduled to speak at & forum entitled "Japanese Americens 
in the Victory Program" to be held ‘the following Saturday at the Hotel 
Commodore, New York city. Informant stated that the forum was jointly 
sponsored by the Japanese American Committeo for Democracy and the American 
Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, a Communist front, 


On August 6, 1942, Confidential Informant[  |адуізей that 
he attended a meeting of the Trade Union Committee to Elect Win the War 
Candidates at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City on Tuesday, August 4, 
1942 between 5:00 P. M. and 8:00 P.M, of which meeting MIKE-QUILL was 
Chairman, Speakers were CHARLES GeIL. s, a Communist Party member, ADAM 
Ce~POWELL, JOSEPH CURRAN, HOPE Rz"STEVENS, LYNDON “HENRY, CLIFF ORB*ROAVOY 
and VITO"MARCANTONIO, Subject sat on the speakers platform along with 
HEILAN-#ACK, SAUL"MILLS, CHARLES COLLINS and BELLA V. SCD who are proven 
or suspected Commnist Party mombers, 


On April 19, 1943, Confidential Informant[__Jadvised that 
subject was a member of the Communist Party but failed to furnish any inf or- 
matien as to where this informant had been obtained, 


On Page 27 of the "New York Herald Tribune® of December 28, 
1943, subject was listed in an advertisement as a sponsor of the Reichstag 
Fire Trial Anniversary Committees 
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In a bulletin issued by the "German american Ince", 305 Broadway, 
Roem 207, New York City in 1944, the original of which is available in the 
New York Office, subject is listed along with such Communists and fellow 
travelers as DR, E. Ke-RARSKY, DR. AMBROGIGFBONINI, LION-y EU GER, DR, 


тү» 7. \/ 


ALFRES"-KANTOROWICZ, ROCKWELISKENT, CLIFFORB"MeABOY and J YOTEEL, ав 


@ sponsor of the Kurt Rosenfeld Memorial Fund to continue publication of the 
"German American" believed to be a pro-Communist newspapers 


Sub} ct's nam appeared оп a letterhead issued in 1944 by the 
Inter-Fsith Committee of the Lower East Side along with such well known 
Communists and fellow travelers as BN” IS R., BELLA v. DODD, MICHAEL 
Je-QUILL and LOUISGEEINSTOCK. 


In a form letter on the letterhead of the "Negro Freedom Rally”, 
308 Lenex Avenue, New York City, scheduled for June 26, 1944, subject's name 
appeared as a member of the Labor Committee of the rally along with such 
prominent Communists and fellow travelers as FERDINAND О%-ӨМІТН, BENJAMIN 
“BAVIS R., Reverend BEN"RICHARDSON, THELMA"DALE, Reverend RI ORD 
VITO MARCANTONIO, PAULTROBESON and Dr. MAX“YERGAN, This form letter is 
available іп the New York Offices 


The "Daily Worker" for December 29, 1944, page 9, colum 3, 
carries а news story entitled "Notables Score British Attack on Greece 
which states that 50 prominent Americans joined in statement that there is 
no question of a Communist dictatorship in Greece and that the only threat 
ef dictatorship in Greece is that of a dictatorship imposed from without 
the country against the expressed will of the Greek people (prebably 
referring to British activities.) Subjectts name was among thee who 
Jein&d in the statement along with such Communists and Commmnist sympathizers 
as VITO MARCANTONIO, ESTELLE M;"STERNBERGER, JOHANNES STEEL, MICHAEL J. QUILL, 

s IRVINGXPOTASH, LANGSTON~HUGHES, HOWARD^RAST, DOROTHY-BREWSTER, 
HERMAN-SHUMLIN and others, ! 


Confidential Informant advised that a reservation was made 
in the name of the subject at table #35 at a "Tribute to Yugoslavia" dinner 
at the Biltmore Hotel, New York City on February 7, 1945. 


Special Agent advised that the Speeches at the 
above dinner weré definitely proweTito that a message from TITO was reed 
at the dinner by LOUIS ATC. i 
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Confidential Inforusnt| Furnished this office with a copy 
of an invitation to a dinner on March 22, 1945 sponsored by the Spanish 
Refugee Appeal at which LILLIAN-HELLMAN, a playwright, was to be guest of / 
honor, The speakers were listed as HERMAN SHUMLIN, 1115А-БЕРСІО, euren тен 
and RICHARB«NATTS, JR, апа DR. EDWARD K. BARSKY. Subject was listed on the 
program as a sponsor of the dinner along with approximately 125 ether persons 
most of whom are known Communists or Commnist sympathizers.» 


Subject, aleng with numerous other pro-Commnist individuals 
was listed on the letterhead of the Spanish Refugee Appeal as sponsor of а 
rally at Madison Sauare Garden on Monday, September 24, 1945 to salute the 
Spanish Republican fighters and aid the refugees, 


In the March 2, 1946 issue of the "Hotel and Club Voice", the 
official publication of the Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local 6, there 
appeared а news story statine that subject, president of Local 6, opened 
a conference of the Victory Oommittee of German American Trade Unionists 
on the previous Sunday. The conference demanded thet United States authorities 
put a stop to the activities of Bundists in this country, Опе of the other 
speekers was reported as GERHARP“RISLER, 


In the April 1, 1946 issue of the "World Telegram" there 
appeared an article by FREDERICK WOLTMAN in which it was stated thet subject, 
а secretary of the New York Joint Board and associated with the State 
Culinary Alliance is a Communist wheelhorse, It was also stated that іп 
1930, he was sent as a delegate to the 5th Congress of the Red International 
ef labor unions at Moscow. 


On May 20, 1946, a souvenir magazine issued by the Veterans 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade commemorated the 15th Anniversary of the 
Spanish Republic was made available to this office, On page 19 of the 
magazine appeared a statement signed by subject as president of Local 6 
of the Hotel and Club Empleyees Union reading as follows: Fraternal 
greetings to tho e who fought for democracy in Spain in order to protect 
the liberties of freedor. loving people throughout the world," 


Confidential Informant. Jon Мау 6, 1946 reported that the 
Investigative Committee appointed by the International Hotel and Restaurant 
Bupleyees Alliance and Bartenders! International League of America, AFL, in 
New York City, had comfÉBted its work as of May 3, 1946 and was working on 
its report of the findings which would be followed by a report setting out 
а recommendation made by the Investigative Committee, 
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Confidential Informant[  ]eutmitted to this office on May 6, 
1946 the minutes of a meeting of the Investigative Comittee of the Inter- 
national Hotel and Resteurant Employees Alliance and Bartenders International 
League of America, AFL, photostatio copies of which are being reteinsd in the 
files of the New York Office, 


The aforesaid Investigative Committee meeting was held on 

ril 24, 1946 at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City and testimony of 

member of Local 325, Hotd and Restaurant Workers Union was 

— P the Committee that he was a former member of the 
Communist Party and recalled having met subject in Moscow in 1951, Не 


said subject was acting as technical advisor on room dewign in the cone 
struction of the Moscow Hotel. 


The following are pertinent portions of the testimony of 
SPELOT TI: 


"О: What was Mr. Obermeier doing in Russia? 


"А: When I met him ther he said he was on а special mission. They were 
going to contract Moscow hotels. He took me over to show mo the hotel. 
While it was under construction he said he was technical advisor and was 
designing rooms for them. оо 


Are you a member of the Communist Party? 
I waso 

Is Obermeier а Communist? 

While I was а member I think he was, 


Is that one of the obligations of the Communist Party that they are 
supposed to follow the Party line? 


I don't know where they stand today, When I was a Party member, (prier 
to 1930) the Party had an organizational department and this department 
laid out the activities of Party members in different unions, In each 
of the different unions we had a Party fraction. All the Party members 
used to come in meeting and take the line thd was given to us by the 
orgenizational director of the Party and again in return the instructions 
would be given to the members of each та rticuler union by the di reotor. 
The officials in the union used to give the situation in the union and 
this organizational director used to make policies whioh policies were 
brought back to the Party fraction in the Union and we were supposed to 
carry them through, 


e б = 
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“Q: These policies given by the instructors were in direct opposition to the 
Constitution of the AFL? 


"А: І can't say that because it seems to me each policy that was given to be 
carried іп the unions was out to gain more power and prestige in that 
particuler union, 


For the Coumuni sts? 


Tes, They were always to organize more workers, fight for the union іп 
order to distinguish themselves as real leaders, that they are fighting 
for the benefit of the workers and to bring now members that are in 
sympathy with the Communist Party. 


In that polioy you just outlined, was it predominant? They were 
definitely told to go out and organize en masse as many people as 
they could into their respeotive unions so that they could be oute 
standing as leaders and be recognized аз such and in your opinion 
be able to control the Communist policy in their union? 


Yes, that was the purpose. We used to organise the people and get 
their initiation fees so that more members would come into the union 
and we should be distinguished as bringing more people into the union, 


Isn't it the policy of the Communist groups within trade unions to 
hold fraction meetings and to decide policy shat the group is goigg 
to take in membership meetings of the union? 


Yes, it used to bee, 


Were they ewer told to run for office that they must run for об сөне 
in order to control that union? 


Certainly, that was a muste 
And they exercised those instructions to every extent possible? 


Certainly, 


NY 100067744 


"Qs 


"As 


"Qi 


“4, 


"9: 


"As 
"о; 
"А; 


copies of affidavits of members or ex-members of the above-mentioned international 
unione These members were formerly members of the Communist Party or the 
Socialist Workers Party, The affidavits which were made in 1941 are being 
retained in the files of the New York Office, 


In other words the Party picked out certain members апі said you must 
run for different offices irrespeotive of qualifications? 


Certainly. We used to have fights when it came to a meeting that for 
instance, that particular individual was not fit for that job and will 
make a failure of the job, but we had to obey and go out, as a matter 
of fact, and campaign for that particular individual, 


How is it possible for such a small minority groupe will say if there 
is a group of 250 people and there are 10 Communists in that groupeshow 
do these 10 people always manage to dictate the policy of that group? 


It is very plain and simple because of the fact that these people, 
realizing they are a minority, are well equipped with the psychological 
conditions of each group and they work and study these conditions, They 
find the weakest points апа they do their work on these weak points, It 
is naturel that the masses in our country end in our trade unions today 
are not union or class conscious апа it is very easy to fall into any line 
given to theythat this group is the one to improve their conditions, Ву 
giving them a small amount of conditions, they are gaining the confie 
dence of these 250 people, They are distinguished among these Ерочрве 
They study very hard, 


Were you ever given such instructions while you were a member or the 
Communist Party? 


Such instructions as what? 
To try to put over the policies in your own local union, 
If I wouldn't have obeyed, they would have thrown me out of the Partye" 


Confidential Informant also submitted to this office photostatic 


The following is the affidavit e[ | 
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"STATE OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK) 88: 


" ГО being duly sworn deposes end says: 


and have been 
а member of Waiters & Waitresses Union Local #1, for many years. I was a member 
of the Communist Party until November 1959. 


"The Communist Party was divided into certain industrial units, 
A unit, or group of Communists of each local union would regularly have weekly 
meetings for the express purpose of advancing the Communi stio activities and 
Communism in the respective locals. Up to November 1939 I was a member of 
the Party Unit of Local 1 which regularly met every Twesday afternoon at 131 
West 33rd Street, New York City, first floor, 


"Тһе following members of Local 1 praotioally always attended 
these unit meetings: 


member of Board of Local 1 


Board member 


а Board member of Local 1 


М 
“of this particular unit ohsirman, ! 
secretar recording secretary, education department, 
Daily Worker distributor, was considered as 

er in Local 1 for advancement o ities and methods 
of gaining support for the Communistic cause. On many occasions other leaders 
in the Communist Party and who were leaders in the culinary industry would 
address use 


єз 


"We were often addressed by ef Local ss МІКЕ 


ОВЕНИЕТЕН of Local é,[" ^ ^ ]of Local 302 end occasionally by 


b6 
b7C 


b7C 
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of Local 677 — They were all members of 
the Council of Culinary Workers, a branch of the Communist Party, and regularly 


`. had their = at 151 West 33rd Street. The chairman of that body was 


[zz] OBERMEIER and in their talks to us, spoke about 
the question of Commnish in the locals and how to make progress in the locals 
in order to œtain members and sympathizers for the Partye They advised us 


how to leot r_yarious causes which were being b st 
Party. BFF NR, OBERMETER and өң 
many occasions discuss us o back Communist candidates for office 


in the local and how to defeat end work against those candidates who were not 
sympathizers of the Party and who would not work with the Partys 


"The aim of the Party was to gain control of the locale by 
electing as many officials as possible and to determine the policy of the locals 
so that they controlled jobs, and distributed jobs first to the members of the 
Communist Party and then have a whip over the heads of those members of the 
Union who might at some future times work against the Partys The aim was to 
dominate and control the locals solely for the purpose of advancing the interests 
of the Communist Party, 


"I left the Party in November of 1959 because I objected to the 
principles of the Communist Party with respect to interfering with the welfare 
of locsl unions and to the methods they believed in employing with respect to 
distribution of work, I also did not find the Commnists sincere in labor 
and I was of the opinion that they were very harmful to labore Whenever a 
person is a sympathizer to the Party or a member of the Party and then for any 
reason works against the Party or leaves the Party, the Party discriminates 
against him in his employment and if they control the local or have any ine 
fluence in the lecal with respect to distribution of work, they make it as 
difficult as possible for the exemember or exesympathizer to obtain work, 
Distribution of work and of jobs is one of the greatest weapons of the 
Communist Party in any local where they have full or partial controle 


"Sworn to before me this 


l5th day of February, 1941. в/ ЕКЕН 


/ 
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The following affidavit was given у] 


"STATE OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK) S8: 


— ] being duly sworn, deposes and says: 
as 
member of Waiters and Waitresses Union, Local Nosle 


"Right after I was appointed Secretary of the Contract Committee 


of Waiters & Waitre b h of 194 approached 
at various tines De e 0, Md 
who are also members of Local Ко. 1, with respect to attending the Workers 


School. For the next several months on numerous occasions, either in the 
company of one or more of these four girls, there would be discussed trade 


unionism and Communism. I had any arguments but 
finally, mainly through the insistence si I 
agreed to attend sessions of the Workers School to learn more about trade 
unionism, and I was assured that Communism had nothing to do with tnis school. 


"І paid а tuition fee of $2.50. То the best of my recollection, 
early in the fall of 1940 I first attended the Workers School on 13th (7) street, 
Borough of Manhattan. I attended several classes in the Economics course end at 
about the fifth class I attended I md acquired а rather definite feeling that 
the Commnists were behind the Workers School. attended some of 
these classes with me, At the fifth session I attended, the following occurred: 


"Our teacher, during the middle of the session stated to the 
persons present in the classroom: e are teaching you people how to act when 
the time comes to overthrow this governments! At this I became төгу angry, 
got up and left the room and never returned to the school, Within ten days 
efter this indident I submitted a statement of what had occurred to the F. B. 1. 


E xj. member of Local Noe 1, on several occasions 
offered to loan me books on Marxism and when I needed certain books in the 
classes I attended, he volunteered to loan them to mee However, I did not 
accept his offer end I never did get the books, 
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"I have made this affidavit voluntarily because I realize that 
Communism is a menace to the democratic form of government in our country 
and is also a great danger to trade unioniame 


"Sworn to before me this 
$rd дау of March, 1941 — ] 
в/ Г] (Last name illegible, )" 


The following is the affidavit “| 


"STATE ОР NEWYORK) 
CITY OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ) ass: 


fo. x being duly wworn deposes and says: 


"I em a member of Waiters & Waitresses Union, Local No. 1. I am 
a former member of the Communist Party. I joined the Communist Party in 1926 
and I resigned as a member of the Party about two years agoe 


"Ав а member of Local #1 and as a member of. the Communist Party 
up to the time of my resignation I was likewise a member of the Industrial Branch 
in Local #1 of the Communist Party known as 11. The industrial branches of 
the Commnist Party have been set up in every local union for the purpose of 
furthering the interests of the Party, 


"Up to the time of my resignation from the Party I attended tbe 
fraction meetings of the leading Communists in the oulinary industry. At that 
time the meetings would kenerélly take place at the headquarters of the 
Industrial Branch of the st Party. The leading Communists in the 

attend these meetings, among others, were 
Һе Central Committee of the Communist Party, a former 
eacher in the Workers’ Schbol, and now President of Cooks, Pastry Cooks end 
Assistants Union, Local #89 TAMVARBERTSON, a member of the State Committee 
of the Communist Party; delegate to the Communist "eL Conventions 


for ага and official of Hote Club Employees Union, Local #6; 
official of Cafeteria Employees Union, Local leader of 
Communist Party fraction working in the food industry; 
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"organizer of Waiters & Waitresses Union, Local #1, very active in the Communist 
organizational activities in the culinary industry and also very active in all 
of the fractional meetings of the Communists of the AMinary industry, is the 
leader of the Communist freotion in Waiters & Waitresses Union, Loosl 1; 
— of Waiters & Waitresses Union, Looal #1 and former 

offic o el #1 now business agent of Cafeteria Employees 
Union, Local 3024 general organizer in charge of all 
Communist activities in the oulinar ustry who works in collaberation 

with, an with the association of, 55 ROSE MRT IS, who is in charge 

of the Commnist trade activities In New York City; LOUIS HIRSCH, a member 

of Waiters & Waitresses Union, Local #1, and always very active in Local #1, 
and regularly attended all fraction meetings of the Communists in the industry» 


"Not very long before I resigned from the Communist party, 
— called а special meeting of certain leaders of the Communist 
у, Which meeting took place in his office at the Industrial Branch of the 
Communi st 1 


ere w resent 
MIKE OBERMIEIR, and LOUIS 
stated in substance that ca us together as 
Party in the industry and that he had a very 
important message to convey to use To the best of my present recollection, 
the following is what he said, me, the leaders of the Communist Party, are 
not concerning outselves with organisirg on а basis of craftemanship. We 
organize on the basis of a bulk to get all the workers in the organization. 
For one reason, to spread the doctrine of the Commmist Party, you mast have 
an audience, and to elect the officials who will take an order from our Party 
and from our leaders, or who are members of the Partyet As to юу activities 
in the organizing of unemployed and demanding equel distribution of the work 
through a rotation of the list, he stated that I was doing detrimental work 
to the Communist Party because the Communist Party does not aim to satisfy 
the demands о: those who are in neede He stated, If we satisfy the demands 
we would defeat our own purpose, which is to bring about social and economic 
changes by the revolution, which is the aim of the Communist Partye! 


"I openly disagreed =) at this pointe [ ] 
— then teld us that it is our duty їп ons to first give 
every benefit and preference to the members of the Communist Party and to 

then try to organize those places where Communists work or where people work 
who would be inclined to become members ofthe Communist Party or who were 
sympathetio to the Party, I again told that I as a trade 
unionist believed first, last and always e principle that every worker 
must be treated alike and tt there must be a fair and equal distribution 


217 


NY 100957744 


"as much as possible, in every local union. (ов me that 
I was not working against the Party and that I must discontinue activities 
along such linese I told him that I did not intend to discontinue actin 
vities amd stated and that I would think the matter over. 55 

1 told me that they were surprised at the attitude 


that I was tkking and that it was duty as a member of the Party to follow 
the instructions ee та балы ee mo that as 
a member of the y was also my duty to take care o e Party members 


in the union first and that our organizational activities should be confined 
to obtaining new menbers for the Party, organizing workers who will be syne 
pathetic to the Party, and that to accomplish this purpose we would have to 
continue more than ever to distribute among the workers the kind of literature 
we knew would help use I then stated that I believed that the local unions 
should be separate and apart from the Communist Party and tht the Communist 
Party should net use the local unions or the local unions? finances or use 
the officials of the local unions for the purpose of spreading Communi sn 

in the 100813 


"A very heated argument resulted because, I oan frankly state, 
none of the persons present believed that I would take the position that I 
did, 


gs those present, erecta] БЕНЕН 
enerally spoke about the slate o 
officials at election п the various local unions, They stated that 


we were not powerful enough to elect outright in all locals Commmists, That 
in many instances it was necessary for us to compromise and to give our support 
to such members who would cooperate with the Party or who were sympathetic to 
the Party. They always stated that wherever possible we should try to have 
officials who are not Communists join the Party. 


“I told them that I was opposed to this method and that I dise 
agreed with thes, I told them that they would cause а lot of trouble in the 
industry and especially in the different local unions, 


"About a week after this meeting I sent а printed resignation 
in a Local #1 bulletin, whereby I resigned as a member of the Communist Party 
and severed my relations with the Party completely, 
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"The fraction meetings of the leading Communists in the culinary 


industry would take place at least once every two weeks and generall 
— MR. D o I—-——s— |, MR, ALBERTSON 
would speak at these meetings, y would give т reports аз to their 


Communist activities in their lecals or in the industry generally, and the 
underlying aim of all of these Communists in the industry was to use each 
local for the purpose of bringing about a social, political and economic 
revolution in America as the main principle of the Party, and this could be 
best accomplished by them through controlling the jebs and the security or 
the economic welfare of the workers in the differens industries, At the 
fraction meetings these people would often discuss the possibilities of 
some day paralysing all industry and a great amount of economic activity 
by controlling the local unions and every industry, and at the proper time 
calling a general strike of all workers, which would result in turmoil 

and dissatisfaction and the possibility of a revolution, and thereby 
aceomplish the main aim of the Communist Party. 


"For a considerable period of time before I resigned from the 
Communist Party, the Communist Party, through certain organizations which 
it controlled would seek contributions from the various local unionse This 
would be done under the guise of the Lincoln Brigade, peace movements, aid 
for Spain movements or Spanish war veterans, and at one time they even 
supposedly aided Father Divine by contributions for organizing the colored 
people, At our fraction meetings we would disouss how to present the 
requests for contributions to the Exeoutive Board through the medium of the 
Communist Party or sympathizers of the Communist Party. We would regularly 
appear before the local unions and often were successful in obtaining 
contributions from the 100818; 


"A number of good friends of mine who are still members of the 
Communist Party have on many ocoasions told me that due to the difficulties 
that the Party has encountssed during recent tims, they have been compelled 
to turn over their Party books to ke the book 
locked away. The members of the Party pay their dues to 
and he sees tint they are kept in good stending,. Members are identified 
by mimberss 


"Many of my friends who are members of the Party told me tha t 
they are indirectly compelled to remain members of the Party because the Communist 
officials in the locals control their livelihood and their jobs, The policy 
of the Communist officials is to keep a whip over the heads of the members 
through their office and because they cohhrol their jobse 
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"They have told me that the members of the Party, and especially 
the leaders and those who hold office in locals, have been repeatedly told 
that whenever any trouble arises whereby they are accused of being members of 
the Communist Party, that it is their duty and obligation to deny that they 
have any connection whatsoever with the Party, Even at the time that I was 
still a member of the Party and shortly before I resigned, we were being told 
that whenever necessary we should deny that we were members of the Party. 


“Sworn to before me this 
Ша ayo шыт, B — 
s 1] | 


The following excerpt was taken from the affidavit of 


"MIKE ОВЕНМЕТЕН ~ delegate to Communist Party Convention for 
many years, worked for several years for the Communist Party in Russia, 
speaks several languages, a consultant on all subversive activities in the 
culinary industry, an official of Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local 6. u 


In his affidavit, 
a member of the Central Committee o e Commnist Party, a 
in the cuhinary industry. He stated further in part as follows: 


. make the decisi to the amount 
which were to educted from our Salaries each arriy 
these decisions he would have the support of 


OBERMEIER (subject), and 

as the others were ardent fol О é ey always 

supported him in major plans or policies,®| [stated in part as 
follows: "I am willing to testify at any time before Central Trades and 
Labor Council ав to all matters contained in this affidavit and as to 

many additional matters concerning Communist activities of oertain recognized 
leaders in the culinary industry who are officials of locals of the AFL 
Internationale 


-rSonfidential Informnt[ advised that he knows subject be 
by sight but has no information concerning his activities, b7D 


-PENDINGO ~ 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
SAN NCTSC 
Аъ San Francisco, California 


——— 
and obtain a signed statemen om во ng 


all information ch he has concerning subject's membership in or affiliation 
with the Communist Party and his knowledge of the revolutionary aims and 
purposes thereof. Will ascertain whether he would be willing to testify 


before a deportation hearing against subje event that such a 
hearing were to be held. Will obtain from the names of any person 
he can suggest to be contacted who might be Е to testify concerning 


the matters mentioned above in relation to the subject, Teletype sent Мау 
28, 1947, setting forth this lead, 


NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 


Will attempt to locate and interview the following persons 
concerning subject's Communist connections and possible membership іп the 
Party and concerning this knowledge of the revolutionary aims and purposes of 


күш 


No eme: No — edis 


Will contact Confidential Informant| ] ani ascertain if the 
report prepared by the Investigation Committee of the International Alliance 
of Hotel and Restaurant Employees and Bartenders! International League of 
America, AFL, contains any additional pertinent ‘nfermation concerning ths 
subjects 


^ 16 - 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of Special 
are as follows; dated MAY 28 199g 1 


—— ee, Joint 
Executive Board, Local 2, 


Waiters & Wajtresses Union, Brooklyn, New York, 


Hotel Biltmore, 


Deputy Sheriff, Westohester County, 
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cover the 


© 


бап, Ме» Fort: | June 10, 1947 
Director, FBI . 


a 
d ы 
у ин; was ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
y HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/AuUC 


/ DCG/ CAK 
Rereport P" [—m не York 5-28]. 


Your office togetter with the San Francisco Office is instructed to 
leads set out in Special Agen report immediately end forward 


the results of this investigation to the Burcau within 7 days after the date 
of this letter. 


ce ~ San Francisco 


100-9610 


2 100-709 7 = 


223 


“ZDERAL BUREAU OF nns Ф | 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiP 


еа JUNS 1$, 1947 
TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. SAC NEN YORK 


Transmit the following message to: 5 лғ 
URGENT 910 


ж” 


 MIUHAEIL JOHN элин, ТАЗ, SRO MATT С. SEBUTED KAY THENTYSEVEN 
LAST. INVESTIGATION THIS CASE МОЯ BE COMPLETED ABD 0057772 wane 
AVAILABLE 12 BURRAU NO LATER THAN JUNE SINE] REN NEXT. IN EVENT 

You CANNOT COFPLY WITH THIS DEATT.HÉ ADVISE BUREAU REASONS THEREFOR. 


HOOVER ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ; 
DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/Апс Я 
TAM/ DCG/ CAK 


/ 


б 


7 
oy 


ES 
SENT VIA 


STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


Office Mem 42 UNITED ST. - -OVERNMENT 


TO : “aructor, ЕН DAiù. aune 10, 1947 
5 i 4 т” 
FROM z SAC, New York ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


SUBJECT: GIRVAN AWSRLCAN LABOR COTHGIL, akn: "Victory HEREIN I8 UNCLASSIFIED 


Committee of Gerran Amefican Trade UnionistgjATE 04212-2006 Byr60309/auc 
Germen American Trede Union Comittee TAM/DCG/CAK, w | 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 “> 

Bureau filo 109-938104 


Recent issues of the GATE AMENLCAN, German language Communist 
rublicubticu appearing in sew Tork City vn. L ch in the past lias served as the 
official or^an of snbjest organization, have fuiled 5o cdisolese any activities 
on the part of the Corman American Laher Counell. 

Reliable informants in close contact with German American Com- 
шикі во front groups have advised that subject organization, sithough nó formal Ly 
dissolved, in recent months has becurs dcrmaat, not having cailed any meetings 
or otherwise shom any signs of activity. This is being attributed mainiy to 
the fact that GUSTAV FABER, Executive Secretary of this organization and up to 
last ur ch editor of the GARAN AEN GAH, has resigned from his positicn on that 
paper anc soneraily withdravm from ali activities in behalf of Gorman American 
ormani zations. 

. Another factor contributing to the reoont inactivity of the бет ыг 
Amer} вап Labor, Council, according to these informants, is a growing unwillingness 
on tke part of Communist sympathizers to continuo their association with or gan 
izations thet misht be suspected of engaging in Communist activities and thus 
come uncer the sqrutiny of the authorities. 


In! view of the abeve facts, no further investi rati on regarding the 
capti oned organi ра. on will be conducted by this office and this case is being 
considered closed!unless specifically advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 


WIMiNVE/Umf 
100-25590 


225 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-19-2006 BY 60309/AUC 


TAM/DCG/CAK EOIpR 1034000 


WASH FROM NEW YORK 26 18 9-38 P 


DIRECTOR URGENT 


43CHAEL JOHN OBERMEIER, WAS, SM C. REBUTEL JUNE FOURTEEN. 
SUMMARY REPORT DICTATED. TYPING TO BE COMPLETED AND REPORT FORWA - 
» 
„ТО BUREAU: BY JUNE TWENTIETH. Z ' 
БЕЛЛЕ, je 120 -6loy 
Is MSD. SCHEIDT єў әні 


226 


17-1 (Rev. 8-11-03) 


ATTENTION 


The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552а); and/or Litigation. 


eee 


ПІ FOIA/PA O Litigation J Executive Order Applied 


Requester: 
Subject: JJ ee og ee ны ныны на ишн: 
Computer or Case Identification Number: 
Title of Case: . Section 


* File 
Serials 


Reviewed: 


Release Location: *File 


This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please sce the documents located in the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted. Direct 


inquircs about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, b6 . 
b7C 

File Number: | Ж | (0 z IG | Section | 

Serial(s) Reviewed: AN 


FOIPA Requester: 


FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: | | 9 5 ү 000 


File Number: Section 
se E n ЕНЕСИН ЕЛАН 


Serial(s) Reviewed: 


FOIPA Requester: 


FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 

eee 
File Number: Section 


Serial(s) Reviewed: 


FOIPA Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 


THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZED. 


SCANNED BY DocL ab (RMD) 


DATE: ATTENTION 


LAST SERIAL: 2 DO NOT REMOVE FROM FILE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Serial Description ~ COVER SHEET 03/31/1960 


Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 5 
Page 46 ~ b6, Ь7С 
Page 48 ~ b6, b7C 
Page 49 ~ b6, Ь7С 
Page 53 ~ b6, b7C 
Page 54 ~ b6, b7C 


e 
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Tolson 
Mohr 


Belmont ___ 


5 4 244. 
мап, Roos L 1: FELET YE unir ГГ 


‘ — к 


Assistant Attorney General March 31, 1960 
7. Walter Yeagley 


ZETA 1441 


MICHAEL OBERMEYER 

ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS 
LABOR-MARAGEMENT REPORTING AND 
DISCLOSURE ACT ӨР 19559 


Reference is made to your letter dated 
March 22, 1960. 


FBI files 100-253223, 100-296455, 100-96104 
and 100-359282, which were cited in yeur leiter, appear 
to relate to these individuals based өп the information 
furnished. FBI files fail to indícate that these 
individuals have held Communist Party menbership 
within the last five years. FBI files disclese that 
a Michael Obermeier, who may be identical with the 
Mi Obermeyer mentioned in your letter, was 
deported from ihe United States іп 1952. 


The New Yerk Office of the FBI has been 
instructed to interview Spiriden J. Ani is 
te obtain any specific information in his possession 
pertaining to Communist Party activities ea the part 
individuals named in your letter. The results 
of the interview with Aniphandis will be furnished to 
the Department. 


2 - New York  (Enclosures- 2) 
ATTENTION, SAC, NEW YORK 


Enclosed are two copies of referenced Department 
letter. Interview Spiridon J. 


Jackson Heights, New York, for all information indi 

the individuals named in the enclosed letter are in 

violation of Section 504 of this act. Bufiles contain 

no information concerning Алір is. results 

EE of ge dhrArview with Aniphandis shenld be submitted 
within two weeks from the receipt of this letter. 


SER-NUIE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO —— ^. / 
TS СА a d one 
| Eth: bec ү wh NN 
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Let Ye ley 
m ы b6 


MICHAEL OBERMEYER pue 
ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS 


0 Ws 


No investigation had been совфіс сей 
regarding captioned individuals for various periods 
in excess of six years. Reports submitted on these 
individuals previpusly have been disseminated to 
the Department. 


Tols on 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahan 
DeLoach 
Malone 
MeGuire 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter 
W. C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram — 
Gandy 


МАП. ROOM C] TELETYPE UNIT — 


= ue 
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* UNITED sr As GOVERNMENT 


ORO 


DATE: Mar 


MICHAEL 
ANASTASS 


DISCLOSURE ACT OF 1959 


This Division has been informed by the Office of the Solicitor, 
United States Department of Labor, that Spiridon рар, 30-15 
815% Street, Jackson Heights, New York, a member o cal 6, Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees and Bartenders International, has furnished infor- 


mation to the effect that the above subjects, whose union positions were 
not clarified, were communists. In addition, it was pointed out that 


Aniphandis had alleged that Tsakiris is illegal resident of the United 
States and that he believes шишин S: currently active D 
underground workers of the Communist Pa у. Ё 


It appears that the above individuals, in the order listed, are 
identical with the subjects of Bureau files 100-253228, 100-396355, 
100-96104 and 100-359282. In this same connection, 1 noteworthy 
that the most recent report re th regard t is dated 
February 8, 1951. Our file uu no evidence of Communist 
Party membership on his part subsequent to 1950 and the file on Tsakiris 
similarly fails to reflect evidence to establish that he has held Party 
membership within the period proscribed by the provisions of Section 504 
of the above Act. Additionally, our records indicate that Obermeyer has 
been deported from the United States. 


Since this matter has been referred by the Department of Labor 
for our consideration with regard to the above Act, it is requested that 
an appropriate investigation be conducted to ascertain if these individuals 
are identical with the subjects of the mentioned Bureau files. Also, it 
is requested that we be furnished with any information that has come to 
the Bureau's attention which indicates that they have held membership in 
the Communist Party during the period proscribed by Section 504 of the 


Act and what, if any, union positions they sinc e enactment 
of the Act. c oe d 
4 / — 
} 


ч „45 3 MAR 14254 
Я Е. 
/ 
ЖОК ГЫ. 
му wil 
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UNITED EM. GOVERNMENT © ` 
\ MEMORANDUM 


то : DIRECTOR, FBI (158- ) DATE: 4/12/60 


FROM : sac, NEW YORK (158-43) 


Фе | C 
SUBJECT: = | i 
en’ V. o 255% 
МІСНАЕТ ОВЕВМЕҮЕН; 5 
AN AST ASS TOC ATS AKT RLS " „ Суз 
LABOR-MANAGEMENT REPORTING AND i і 


PISCLOSURE ACT OF 1959 - SM 201); 
00: NEW YORK) 


ReBulet to Assistant Attorney General J. WALTER 
5 B8 YEAGLEY dated 3/31/60. 


\! There is attached hereto 10 copies of a letter- 
А head memorandum reflecting the results of ап interview қ 
: with SPIRIDON J. ANIPHANDIS, dated and captioned as above, - 


The identity of the nts conducting the inter- 


The Bureau's policy regarding labor unions was 
; explained to ANIPHANDIS at theyoutset of be interview 
and he agreed that he undergtdod the рува 's position. 


NOSE 
h x 


x. 


за) IN 


22) -UÝ (17 ix^ | с 4 Қ» x Е 
BN p >i j 

FA E I5 £- "?7- 9. i 
id К бой 2 REC- 88 жыла AER qos oO 
m2 | " 8. 

I тома $$ APR 15 1960 EF 

EE ; / ; R 9, 

S ME ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED "4 xr 


Ж APR о ОЮ. p юнсылытшр te F 
ў 94545 d 
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Bureau files regarding captioned individuals 
are identified as follows: 


Name Bureau File NY FIle 


MICHAEL OBERMEYER 100-96104 100-57744 
ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS 100-359282 100-92314 


The files of the NYO contain the following 
information regarding: 


ӘРІНІПОМ J. ANIPHANDIS 
Forme] ^ Jon 2/15/19, furnished a three 


page typewritten Jist of names and addresses believed 
to be a mailing list of the "Daily Worker". The name 
SPIRIDON ANIPHANDIS, 134 West 63rd Street, NY 23, NY, 
was included on this list.  ANIPHANDZS, it will be 
recalled, during his interview on 4/5/60, stated he 
resided at this address for approximately 24 years. 


ANIPHANDIS is also one of the victims in a 
case entitled ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS, aka; SPIRIDON J. 
M DE ET 47,-VICTIMS, EXTORTION, Bufile 9-36002, 
МҮ 9-2824, M ' 3 


Tbis file indicates ANIPHANDIS directed a 

letter to the "Chairman of the Board of Immigration, 
Washington, DC". In this letter he indicated how he 

and others were subpoenaed to an INS Deportation Hearing 
regarding the deportation of ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS held on 
6/19/58, at INS Headquarters, NYC. ANIPHANDIS complained 
tbat since that time TSAKIRIS looked forward "to revenge 
us, tbreatening with death, ambushing at night, involving 


"P A 
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some with our Union to deprive us of our bread and 
butter. Therefore, we live with our families in 
constant fear. He is nothing else but a terrorist, 
smears and lies are his best fruit", 


He concluded the letter by asking instructions 
on how to avoid any further complications with TSAKTRIS. 


The above letter was subsequently turned over 
to the NYO. Subsequent investigation by the NYO dis- 
closed that as a result of TSAKIRIS' hearing on 8/4/58, 
the latter had established statuatory eligibility for 
suspension of deportation, and in view of his meritorious 
seaman service during WW TI, INS ruled that TSAKIRIS 
warranted this reliefas a matter of administrative 
discretion. 


Investigation also disclosed that in previous 
hearings held by INS under above matter, ANIPHANDIS 
testified that TSAKIRIS had threatened bim with bodily 
harm and was an individual of very questionable moral 
character, which allegations INS records indicated were 
never substantiated. \ 


ANIPHANDIS was interviewed by Agents of the 
NYO during the investigation and stated, among other 
things, that at по time did TSAKIRIS make a threat to 
him on the telephone or through the US mails. Further 
that TSAKIRIS never threatened him on the basis of his 
testimony furnished to INS. 
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on 13/2/59, the facts of this case were pe- 
sented de the AUSA, EDWY and on that date the latter 
advised, among otrer things, that due to the Indi rec! 
nature of the receipt of this information, Ke did fot 
feel investigation was warranted. 


in view of the above, no fuzteer investigation 
маз conducted by the NYO. 


ыз the N¥O fail to reflect char 
MICHAEL OBBRMEYER, and ANASTASSIOS 
5 IS have neid membership in the Ор during the period 


E proscribed by Section 504 of the Act, 

94e With regard to who allegedly 
attempted to recruit AN o Join the CP, the 
files of ed the following information 
regardihg 

er made available 

to SA а book maintained by the Financial 
Secretary of the West Midtown Club, CP, 5 Columbus Circle, 


NYC. Tune lud 
included спе 


y ^ TAA 

МАМЕ. MAINT AINE D iz M C. ял 

b7D It 1s not known whether or not the above indi- 
vidual is identical ма[в described by ANIPHANDIS. 


No further action is being taken by the NYO in 
this matter and this case is being closed. 


a a 
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0... STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York 


File No. 


April 12, 1960 


Re: 
Herman; Michael 
Obermeyer; Anastassios 
Tsakiris 


SPIR e 


Spiridon J<Aniphandis, 33-15 81st Street, 
Apartment 5C, Jackson Heights, New York, was inter- 
viewed on April 5, 1960, by Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. He furnished the following informa- 
tion: Sm Yi 


Aniphandis, 78 years of age by his own admis- 
sion, stated he had been a union member in the New 
York City area since approximately 1910. He currently 
holds Union Membership Card Number 2792 in the Hotel 
and Club Employees Union, Local 6, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees and Bartenders International Union, American 
Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions, 305 West 44th Street, New York City, and has 
done 80 for many years. 


He 18 currently employed as a waiter at the 
Hotel Statler-Hilton, New York City. He has lived 
witb his wife at the above address for the past several 
years, formerly residing at 134 west 63rd Street, New 
York City, for approximately 24 years. 


Aniphandis stated he suffered what might be 
termed a "nervous" breakdown in approximately 1947, 
but states he 1з presently in good health. 


Aniphandis described himself as a militant 
union member who. 18. only interested in "justice". 
He related how in 1946, he voluntarily arose at a 
union meeting and demanded justice for a brother union 
member, another waiter, whom he claimed the union 
arbitrarily removed from a good position in a private 
club in New York City. He claimed he lost this union 
battle, and since that time he alleged the union has 
been against him, JRMATION CONTAINED 


DENM Жашау hese Mae 
„ Oy 344543 
„ 
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Michaei Obermeyer; Anastassios 
Tsakiris 


To further desoribe his militancy, һе 
clalms to have written numerous letters to the United 
States Treasury Department, Social Security Board, 
and some United States Senators on various issues 
which have arisen over the years regarding his employ- 
ment, etcet]ra. Аз an example, he cited the contro- 
versy over tips, and their subsequently being declared 
taxable by tbe United States Internal Revenue Division. 


Aniphandis stated he presently has a labor 
case pending before the National Labor Relations Board, 
Second Region, New York City, versus the Hilton Hotel 
Corporation, Hotel Statler-Hilton; and Local 6 of the 
Hotel and Club Employees Union. He stated that the 
union had him removed from the first list of employees 
at the Statler-Hilton to the second list and, conse- 
quently, he does not have steady employment,  Aniphandis 
believed this unfair because of his alleged seniority 
and indicated his case would come up for a hearing on 
May 2, 1960, and that he had employed his own attorney. 


Aniphandis stated that he has never been a 
member t Party. He recalled, however, 
that on whom be described as another 
waiter,w whom he worked in 1946, attempted to 
recruit him into the Communist Party during that year, 
but h à d. Aniphandis stated he bas no idea 
where) fis located at this time. 

The Communist Party, U^A bas been designated 


by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


2 - ae 
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Michael Obermeyer, Anastassios 
Tsakiris 


With regard to captioned individuals, he 
furnished the following information: 


— 


Aniphandis stated Elis currently the 

of the New York Hotel Trades Council, American 
Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
This council 1s composed of the following locals in 


New York City: 


1. 


Local Union Number 3 
Local Union Number 1005 
International Brotherhood of Electrial Workers 


Hotel and Club Employees Union, 
Local Number 6 

Hctel and Restaurant Employees and Bartenders 
International Union 


Locals 94 and ОЗА of the International Union 
of Operating Engineers 


Local Number 144 

Hotel and Allied Service Employees Union 
of the Building Service Employees Inter- 
national Union 


Loeal Number 56 of the International Brother- 
hood of Firemen, Oilers, and Maintenance 
Mechanics 


Hotel Maintenance, Painters Local Number 1422 


of the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperbargers of America 


$734 
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Michael Obermeyer; Anastassios . 
Tsakiris 


7. Office Employees International Union 
Local Number 153 


8. Hotel Maintenance Upholstery Workers Unicn 
Local Number 43 of the Upholsterers Inter- 
national Union of North America 


Aniphandis! only information concerning 
alleged Communist Party membership and/or activities he - 
stated was obtained from the Annual Report of the Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities, 1953. This report was 
published by the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
on February 6, 1954, 


— 


ve stated, 1s. Jof a Hotel 
Employees Union local in Miami, Florida. 


niphandis stated he has not seen or had con- 
tact wath [tn approximately four or five years 
since the latter left к City. The only informa- 
tion he has regarding Communist Party activities 
he stated was also contained in the above-mentioned 
Annual Report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 


1953. 
MICHAEL OBERMEYER 


Aniphandis stated that Obermeyer was formerly 
the President of Local 6 of tbe Hotel and Club Employees 
Union in New York City in aprroximately 1950. He stated 
tnat Obermeyer was deported in approximately 1952 to 
Germany for making a false statement in a naturalization 
proceeding regarding Communist Party membership. 


m a 
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Aniphandis stated he has had no contact with 
Obermeyer since the latter's deportation and has no 
knowledge of Obermeyer's Communist Party activities 
other than those set forth in the above-mentioned 
Annual Report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 


1953. 


ANASTASSIOS TSAKIRIS 


Aniphandis described Tsakiris as a waiter and 
member of Local 6 of the Hotel and Club Employees Union, 
New York City. Tsakiris, he stated, holds no official 
union position, 


Aniphandis stated the only informaticn he has 
concerning Tsakiris' Communist Party activities is that 
the latter told him in 1949 that he had marched in the 
May Day Parade that year and had carried a sign. 
Aniphandis could not furnish any other details. 


b6 
b7C 


Ani 
Tsakiris had 


Aniphandis stated.ne, among others, was sub- 
poenaed as a witness and testified against Tsakiris! 
moral character in an Immigration and Naturalization 
Service deportation bearing versus Tsakiris held at 
Immigration and Naturalization Service Headquarters 
in New York in approximately 1958. Tsakiris, he stated, 
was not deported and was allowed to remain in the United 
States. 


Aniphandis stated be could furnish no other 


information regarding Tsakiris' alleged Communist 
Party activities. 


A characterization of tbe May Day Parade 
may be found on the Appendix sheet attached. 


- 5 a 
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chae ermeyer; Anastassios 


Tsakiris 
APPENDIX 


The "Gilde to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications} revised and published as of January 2, 
1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, 
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC, contains the following concerning 
the 


MAY DAY PARADE 


"1. 'The May Day Parade in New York City is an annual 
mobilization of Communist strength. 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House report 1311 on the CIO Political Action 
Committee, March 29, 1944, р. 179,)" 
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4 STANDARO FORM NO. 64 


t- 


„ Office MentiBandum e UNITED des GOVERNMENT 


, | 1960 
A TO :рїтөсїогу Federal Bureau of Investigation pare: 173 
42 Walter Yeagley 
‘Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 7 — | 


: АМА Бу 
* с 
E AMASTASSTOSM BAKTRIS к 
LABOR=MANAGEMENT REPORTING AND 7 / 


DISCLOSURE ACT OF 1959 


ў, | й Reference is made to the information transmitted in this matter 
| N dated April 12, 1960 and prior correspondence relating to the captio 
subjects, 


Following an examination of the available material, it is our 
conclusion that prosecutive action against these subjects under 
Section 50) of the LaboreManagement Reporting and Disclosure Act of 
1959 is not warranted for lack of sufficient evidence to establish 
that they are in violation of the statute, These cases will, of 
course, be re-examined in the light of апу new developments, 


The United States Department of Labor is being advised as to 
ihe determination which we have reached, 


E — 2 j. N. 
f 2. * y 
2 А 
. . . 2 5 
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ay cer 840, New York (158-43) —— June 23, 1960 
v MCT - 22 


REG if Director, FBI 158 -/ 94. H 
= й / 


bs ; 
b7C "i 
MICHA ВЕРМЕТЕР ; 
ANASTASSIOS TSAKIPRIS à ; / 
LABOPR-MANAGEMENT PEPOFTING AND J ; " 
DISCLOSURE АСТ OF 1959 - jt 
SECURITY MATTER 


There ts enclosed one copy of a letter from the 
Department dated 6-13-60 and one Photostct af a report of 
the Bureau of Labor-Management Reports dated April 5, 1960, 
enclosed with that letter. 


he report of April 5, 1960, indicates that 
characterized Michael Obermeier and 


9А as members or former members ор unist 
= Party. Obermeter was deported in 1952, hould 
` be ínterpi concerning the basis for his characterisc- 
tton of оз a Communist Party member ond the 
results submitted in a form suitable for dissemination 
` within two weeks from the receipt of this letter. 
4 Enclosures (2) 
N 
GWH:ser т 
(4) = 
Tulson 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahan 
бегі. озса... 
Malone — . 
McGuire — se 22 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter 


W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


Gandy 


NM 
POSE 


Ingram — T и 
мап. Room LZ]! rELETvPE unit 1 
аа “ 
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: 


4. Walter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


LABOR-MANAGEMENT REPORTING AND 
DISCLOSURE ACT OF 1959 


de to our memors ; 
Michael(Ofermefer) Anastassios mun 


Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959." 


Å We are enclosing a [c of an investigative report which we 
received from the Bureau o bor-Management Reports, United States 33 
Department of Labor on May 20, 1960. In connection with the receipt $ 

ort, we were advised by the Bureau of Labor-Manag 


has fur shed information with regard to 
M ^ is "a graduate of the ‘Jefferson School’ in New Tor! 
Pd E put, бт which was а training ground for the Communist Party." 
‚я said that. ^ ]had been closely associated with know Communists 

! Local 6 of the Hotel and Club Employees Union and in 1950 was опе ФЙ 
a group of delegates from Local 6 who was refused a seat at the union™ | 
convention because of the communist domination of that local. [d А 
was unable to identify any of the Communists with whom the sub ee tU 
was alleged to have associated. 


We have informed the Department of Labor that the information 
contained in their report and accompanying letter of May 20, 1960 


fails to reflect evidence that would cause us to alter our prior 
determination of May 3, 1960. 


We are submitting this information for whatever &ction may 
be deemed appropriate. 


„ ХХ Y 


" Bi. 39 E . / 


9 (Т: 1960 


е 
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US. DEPARTMEN) F LABOR REPO... OF INVESTIGATION 


BUREAU OF LABOR-MANAGERMENT REPORTS p ЕГЕТ 11 
Offke of Compliance ond Enforcement | БҮ 8-9 ДАР 11257 1960: 


Leal 0295, Rotal Блрісуосо Union |“ 


SYNOPSIS 


APPROVED аа a а chor ge} ОО MOT WRITE IN SPACES afi Ow 


e e be ALA 55 
ў Ро oa 2 | 


Buren 

Region 

Miad Field Of fice 
Filo 


O18 TRIBUNON 


Bartenders International Union, 
525 Walnut Street, Cincinnati, Mhio 


Hotel & Hestaurent Euployoes and 

Bartenders International ui en 

525 Walnut Streot, Cincinnati, Ohio 
(for Scuthern Florida Hotel & Motel 

‚ Asscoiotion & Local #255) 
Ном York, H.Y. (address unknown) 
BEXAILA! 
l. То writer was assisted by Couplianco Officer Ке — „г, m3 


AX МЕЧ YORK, NaI 


2. On March 21, 1960, the vritor and Compliance Officer 


— 
h гг => 
SSS Ен QUE GERE 


It was further alloged dy thot БЫНЫ hac been a close авассі пл 
of MICHAEL J. OBEXMKIER, who had been president of Госа] 6, Hotel Zmployoea Union, 
Чем York City, prior to tho tenure of ЫҒЫН and of MMMM proctot incunbent 
іп tho office of president of Local 6, Hotel Fuployees Union, few York City. 
NENNEN chorochterined both these individuals ao msrters or former membere of 
the Соштоп1в% Party. 


а-ар А Loi. Ақау с uc кз; ie a Se 


stated that he had no specifio information of oollusion 
botween unione in the Miami, Florida area and the hotel industry but that 
the Hotol employees Unions and the Hotel Association in Florida had a 
reputation for col'uslon. He stated that he had no definite information 
conzerníng thio matter but oniy rumor that there uns col salon poing on 
in tha area, He denied any knowledge of : 


3. Un rech 21, 1960, the filos of The New York Timoo меге chocked 
end rovoaled tho following information., Ал article apneartng in t'at newspaper 
on Hovemb-r 2, 1947 quoted MICHAEL J. idle as аіті ting krving been a 
mambar of the Communiet Party from 1930 to 1939, nt a henrtag boforo the 
Imnigration and Nat ralizat ion Service. The article Jdentified бо А IR аз 
fonner prosidant of Local 6, Hote) “ Club &mployoes "nion, New York City. 


An article which appeared in The New York Times on November 2, 1951 atated 
that MICHAEL J. ОВЕКМБІБА started serving а two year prison term an а rosult 
of having been oonvictod of having committed perjury in 1945 and 1946 on hia 
application for Unitod States Citizenship, іл that ho stated that he had never 
boon a menber of the Commmist Party. He had come to tho United States in 1923 
па а permanent resident, He resided Ал 1951 at 69-15 178th street, Flushing, 
Queena, Нем York, 


An article vhiah appeared in the Now York Times on December 11, 1952 etated 
that MICHAEL J. OBFRMEIER һай been deported as an .undesiroable alien on 
Deeumber 10, 1952. He was deported to Gonrany. 


An article which appoarod in Tho bie York Timeo on August 11, 1937 1dentifiod 
JAY RUBIN uo general огголіњог for tho Hotel Restaurant and Cufotcria тр] avee 
Organizing Committee. 


An a. ticle which appenred in Tha New York Tines on Uctober „ 1935 
{dentificd JAY RUBI] as National Гөсгобагу of the Food Worker Industrial 
Union and MICHAEL UBERMIER (вів) as Secretary of Local 119 of Hotel and 
h rtaurant Workers Union. 


An article Mach appeared in Tha New York Тітов оп May 0, 1940 idantified 
JAY RUBIN ap preaident of The New York Hotol Trude Council of tive (5) А.Р, of 
L. unions including Local 32-A Hotel Sorvioo Employees nion. 


An article which appeared in Tho Пом York went eg Fost on January 14, 19/1 
quoted aliogzations by SAM FRIEDMAN, President of Local 71, Waiters and Waitresees 
Union, wie at the United Hebrow Trades Group, New York City, that JAY RUBIN vas 
amony others who were Conmunists {п control of Cafe Union. 


— 2 —— — gie 


Tha fiina of The Нем York Times reflected no p rtinont i-formation conec. ily 


— — — 


